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Garth Turner MP
Halton-Peel

Since being elected MP, I've
held over 50 Townhall meetings in
this sprawling riding.

Some meetings have been
riotous, and some extremely con-
structive. Sometimes the room has
been stuffed with people.
Sometimes just four or five of us
just sat around talking things over
for a couple of hours.

Over this time, thousands of
people have participated, and out
of these meetings have come many
reports to the government on what
people who live here figure Ottawa
should be doing.

Those gatherings are important
to me, because the political system
should work from the bottom up.
It’s not my role to come from
Ottawa and tell you why the gov-
ernment is doing something. .

Sure, I have to be accountable,
iand I will be. But more to the

[Parliament Hill report

point, it’s my role to tell the politi-
cal gods what this community
wants.

As outlined here before
Christmas, I am asking now for a
number of things, including more
tax cuts, a smaller cabinet, fewer
government departments, more
breaks for small business, reform
of MPs pensions, balanced budget
legislation and a family tax return
so single-income families with a
stay-at-home spouse don’t pay
more than their share.

There is a Throne Speech com-
ing up, and another budget after
that - so the time is right for us to
spell out a federal wish list.

You can be sure all the special
interest groups are out there, bend-
ing the politicians’ ears. It’s cru-
cial that middle class Canadians be
heard just as clearly.

So, let’s have some more meet-
ings. I'd like to give everyone
more opportunities to speak up for
those things which are important to
you, so that I can relate that to the
government.

Yes, I know some people are
telling you we should all be frus-
trated and angry at governments
and politicians. They tell you that
somehow by replacing the politi-
cians we now have that things will
get better.

Well, I’ve got news for you.
There’s no guarantee that will hap-
pen.

Instead, we have to change the
system. Citizens have to be more

involved in the political process -
on an ongoing basis, not just when
there’s an election. How can we
ever get the kind of country we
want if we don’t speak up for the
values we believe in?

So, please take the time to come
to one of the Townhall meetings
this month, so we can talk. Come
and tell me the kinds of things you
think that 1993 should bring. Tell
me what ideas of mine you sup-
port, and which you disagree with.
Help me do my job. It’s a big one,
and I take it seriously.

Here’s a reminder of the meet-
ings - you should have received
notice of them just before
Christmas. See you there.

Burlington

Monday, January 18
7:30 p.m.
Lecture Hall, Notre Dame School
2333 Headon Forest Drive

Halton Hills
Tuesday, January 19
8t09p.m.
Live TV phone-in show on Halton
Cable Channel 4

Georgetown
Wednesday, January 20
7:30 p.m.,
North Halton Golf and Curling
Club
Maple Avenue at Trafalgar Road

Caledon Village

Thursday, January 21
7:30 p.m.
Caledon Village Place, Hwy. 10

Caledon East
Friday, January 22
7:30 p.m.
Caledon East
Complex
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Subliners at the Marketplace
Mall in georgetown donated five
free dinners to needy families in
town during the holidays. Here
Captain Wade Budgell of the
Salvation Army accepts the gift
certificates from Mary Kennedy
of the submarine sandwich shop.
Employees Louise Cosmo and Jo-
anne Farrugia look on.

Did you know?

That people with learning dis-
abilities can learn, but process
information differently.

Understanding more .about learn-
ing disabilities will help us to better
assist those with the disability.

For more information, please
phone Sean Fergus, Special Needs
Project Manager, Recreation and
Parks Department at 873-2600, ext.
262.

Carl's

Catering Company

~ Catering Since 1959 ~
= NOW OFFERING

FREE Limousine Service
with wedding package
Brampton 457-2813
Georgetown  873-2277

GINNY'S
DIAPER SERVICE

- 877-0950

* 100% cotton diapers professionally cleaned
* Pick-up and delivery twice per week
0,/

* Have your own diapers? We'll do those




