Jimmy Stewart’s Ode to Beau
Brings Tears to Many an Eye

By Abigail Van Buren

© 1992 Universal Press Syndicate

DEAR ABBY: Many years ago,
on the Johnny Carson show, Jimmy
Stewart read a poem he had written
about his dog. It was so beautiful, it
brought tears to my eyes. I tried in
vain to get a copy of it, and you are
my last resort. I am 93 and living in
a nursing home. Please print that
poem, Abby. I'd sign my name, but
my family would think I've lost my
marbles. (Smile.)

GRANDMA

DEAR GRANDMA: The beau-

tiful poem is titled “Beau” —
. and here it is:
“BEAU” by Jimmy Stewart

He never came to see me when I
would call —

Unless I had a tennis ball.

But'mostly he didn’t come at all.

When he was young, he never
learned to heel or sit or stay.

He did things his own way.

Discipline was not his bag

But when you were with him,
things sure didn’t drag.

He’d dig up a rosebush to spite
me
And when I'd grab him, he’d bite

me.
He bit lots of folks from day to
day.

The delivery boy was his favorite
prey.

The gas man wouldn’t read our
meter.

He said we owned a real man-
eater.

He set the house on fire, but the
story is long to tell.

Suffice to say, he survived, and
the house survived as well.

On evening walks, and Gloria
took him,

He was always first out the door.

The old one and I brought up the
rear because our bones were sore.

He'd charge up the street with
Mom hanging on — -

What a beautiful pair they were!

And if it was still light and the
tourists were out,

They created a bit of a stir.

But every once in a while he’d
stop in his tracks

With a frown on his face, and
look around.

It was just to make sure the old
one was there

To follow him where he was

We'’re early bedders at our
house,

I guess I'm the first to retire,

And as I would leave the room,

He'd look at me from his place by
the fire.

He knew where the tennis balls
were, upstairs.

I'd give him one for a while.

He’d push it under the bed with
his nose

And I'd push it out with a smile.

Before very long, he'd tire of the
ball

And he would be asleep in His
corner in no time at all.

And there were nights when I'd
feel him climb upon our bed

And lie between us and I'd pat
his head.

There were nights when I'd feel
his stare,
And I'd wake up and he’d be sit-
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ting there.
I'd reach out to stroke his hair,
And sometimes I'd feel him sigh.
I think I know the reason why.
He'd wake up at night and he
would have this fear
Of the dark, of life, of lots of
things
And he’d be glad to have me
near.

And now he’s dead, and there are
nights when I think

I feel him climb upon our bed,
and be between us, and I'd pat his
head.

And there are nights when I
think I feel that stare

And I reach out my hand to
stroke his hair

And he’s not there.

Oh, how I wish that wasn’t so —

I'll always love a dog named
Beau.

5211

DONNA RAE
Sales Rep.

G

BOB

taken. Nine room renovated farmpixouse with Ige. 873-0300 WILLARD

country kitchen. Pole barn set up for horses with

water and hydro. Bank bam with new roof setup for
loose housing. Now priced at $499,000. Bring

offers. Call Bob Willard* 873-0300

YOURS FROM THE START!

9973

x\\ Build the home you've always want-

\\ ed in an upscale subdivision on the
\\ edge of the lovely village of Erin.

£\ Here, you can raise your family in
the clean country air free of all
4 the stress of big city living but

R within easy commuting distance.

8 Let your imagination run wild

2@ Price reduced!

gt Unbelievable -
tsd $89,000.
“Willard* 873-0300.

Call Bob

Tor. 874-3048
Res. 519-855-6578

Sales Representative*

COME AND GET IT!

r, large
deck and easy financing. Vendor will take back a
mortgage at 8% for two years with suitable down
payment from qualified purchaser. Call Bob
Willard* 873-0300

Halton Hills This Week, Saturday, October 17, 1992 — Page 15

. . £ 4

Fred and Viola Armstrong celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary last
Saturday. Mr. Armstrong worked at Georgetown District High School for
over 17 years in maintenance, while Mrs. Armstrong spent over five years
there working in administration. Photo by Wendy Long
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NUMEROUS UPGRADES
Very clean and well maintained 4 bedroom, 2
storey home on Steeles Avenue close to the
401 and Milton. Master bedroom with ensuite.
Upgrades include new kitchen and finished rec
room. All of this on 2/3 of an acre -- listed at
$214,900. Call Madeline Davies*. 92-2-455

A "STAND OUT"
Yes, a beautiful Milton home with four bed-
rooms, two baths, updated kitchen, family
room with fireplace, big recreation room,
lovely patio area with inground pool and park
view. Move-in condition. Only $239,900. Call
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A DREAM -
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Excellent two acre building lot
south of Hwy. #7. Ideal setting
for your country home.
Exceptionally good well already
on lot and driveway is in. Don't
hesitate. ~$129,000. Call
Madeline Davies". 91-469
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Exceptional opportunity to buy 100 acres of beauti-
ful farmland just minutes north of 401. An outstand-
ing brick barn with ample storage, office space and
8 stalls presently finished but room for more! Two
paddocks and rolling land with view of Toronto sky-
line makes this an ideal horse farm. Home on prop-
erty has been renovated. Hurry! $599,900. Call
Madeline Davies". 92-2-416
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