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ESTATES
& TRUSTS

Can | make an estate plan with my partner
ifwe are not married?

M. Jasmine Sweatman
B.A.,,J.D.,LLM., TEP, C.S., EPC, CPCA

Certified Specialist in
Estates & Trusts

Wills, Powers of
Attorney, Trusts,
Estate Litigation and
Administration,
Corporate, Real Estate

Yes. A revocable living trust can be established to allow
you to specify how your assets are to be handled both
during your lifetime and after your death. By transferring
assets from your name as an individual to that of trustee
of the trust, you avoid having the court make decisions for

you should you become incapacitated or when you die.

Alter ego trusts are a tangible example of a revocable
living trust. Such trusts are popular for ownership of assets
that are needing protection as it reduces the likelihood your
spouse would later transfer sole ownership to joint tenants
with a new partner.

A joint partner trust is another example of a revocable
living trust with the same qualifying criteria as an alter
ego trust but it serves the interests of two settlors instead
of one. Such a trust may benefit a couple (unmarried or
married) who wish to transfer ownership of their assets
to a trust to try prevent a future partner from seeking and
obtaining property rights after death of one of the settlors.
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TOWN CELEBRATES
SKATE PARK OPENING

REETI ROHILLA
rrohilla@metroland.com

Halton Hills residents
and skating enthusiasts
from around the area came
together for a celebratory
event of a skate park up-
grade in Georgetown on
Sept. 20.

A rebuild of the nearly
8,300-square-foot skate
park located at the Mold-
Masters SportsPlex (221
Guelph St.) — originally
built in 1998 — offers en-
hanced opportunities for
skaters.

"We love this place. We
would definitely be coming
back because there are so
many good obstacles," said
St. Catharines' 19-year-old
Eric Campbell, who was
visiting town with friends
to attend the event. "For
how small this place is,
they've really done a good
job at fitting things in, es-
pecially with the bowl," he
added.

The skate bowl at the
park is also a favourite of
Payton Courchesne — a
Halton Hills youngster set-
ting foot in the world of
skating.

"I like going in the bowl
when there is nobody here.
Sometimes my dad takes
me at night, and I get to go
onthebowl and anywherel
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Eric Campbell practises some skateboard tricks at the new

park.

want on the skate park,"
said Courchesne.

The central location of
the sportsplex offers easier
access to several users,
said Mayor Rick Bonnette.

Located closer to home,
as compared to the three
other Halton Hills skate
parks, Payton's father, Ad-
am, said the upgrade al-
lows him to spend more
time skating with his kids
and less time travelling.

The park has seen heavy
usage since reopening ear-
lier this month, stated a
town release. Around
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$650,000 from the town's
capital budget was invest-
ed in the project.

Campbell, who started
skatingnearly a decade ago
shared joy in seeing an in-
creasing number of skat-
ing  opportunities for
youngsters — especially af-
ter the debut of skate-
boarding at the 2020 Sum-
mer Olympics.

"Looking at the Kids'
smiling faces, I think ev-
eryone is really enjoying it
and they will enjoy it for
years to come," said Bon-
nette.




