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HALTON REMAINS ONE OF CANADA'S SAFEST COMMUNITIES

DAVID LEA
dlea@metroland.com

Halton continues to be
one of the safest communi-
ties to live in, according to
a report by Statistics Can-
ada.

Statistics Canada re-
cently released its annual
findings on police-report-
ed crime, which showed
thatin 2021, Halton had the
lowest Crime Severity In-
dex (CSI) of all Canadian
municipalities with a pop-
ulation of 100,000 or more.

The CSI measures
changes in the level of se-
verity of crime in Canada
from year to year.

In the index, all crimes
are assigned weight based
on their seriousness.

Canada itself received a
CSI of 73.7 per cent in 2021
while Halton got a CSI of
23.95 per cent.

In a more local compar-
ison to the communities of
Toronto, Hamilton, Lon-

don, York, Niagara, Peel,
Durham, Greater Sud-
bury, Windsor, Waterloo
and Ottawa, Halton had:

- the lowest CSI at 23.95
per cent (Peel had the sec-
ond lowest at 35.2 per
cent);

+ the lowest Violent
Crime Severity Index at
24.41 per cent (Peel had the
second lowest at 49.55 per
cent); and

« the lowest Non-Vio-
lent Crime Severity Index
at 23.73 per cent (Peel had
the second lowest at 29.96
per cent).

Thisisthe 24th yearin a
row that Halton has had
the lowest CSI among
these communities.

"As chief of police, I am
so proud of the tremen-
dous work that our 1,000-
plus members do each and
every day to protect and
serve the Halton commu-
nity," said Halton police
Chief Stephen Tanner.

"Annually, Statistics

Canada's national crime
data affirms the positive
impact of this work. Hal-
ton Region continues to
rank as the safest large
municipality in all of Can-
ada. I would also like to
thank our residents who
work hand-in-hand with
our police service, assist-
ingin the solving of crimes
and placing community
safety as a top priority.
These combined efforts
continue to make Halton
Region an enviable place
to work, live and play."

At the other end of the
spectrum, Windsor had
the highest CSI of the pre-
viously mentioned Onta-
rio communities in 2021
with 94.88 per cent.

Greater Sudbury had
the highest Violent Crime
Severity Index at 127.15 per
cent while Windsor had
the highest Non-Violent
Crime Severity Index at
95.14 per cent.

Crime in Halton actual-

ly went up in 2021, with
Statistics Canada noting
there were 12,593 incidents
reported compared to
10,927 in 2020.

Violent crime in Hal-
ton, however, dropped
from a Violent Crime Se-
verity Index of 27.03 per
cent in 2020 to 24.41 per
cent in 2021.

Statistics Canada's re-
port noted that when these
crimes did occur, there
was a decent chance Hal-
ton police would -catch

Graham Paine/Metroland
Halton had the lowest Crime Severity Index among the "Big 12"
Ontario police services.

those responsible.

When compared to the
police services in the 11
previously mentioned On-
tario communities, Halton
police had:

« the highest weighted
clearance rate in 2021 at
48.7 per cent (Greater Sud-
bury had the second high-
est at 44.66 per cent);

« the highest violent
crime weighted clearance
ratein 2021 at 79.01 per cent
(Windsor had the second
highest at 76.45 per cent);

nd

- the highest non-vio-
lent crime weighted clear-
ance rate in 2021 at 37.48
per cent (Durham had the
second highest at 36.40 per
cent).

The weighted clearance
rateisthe proportion of re-
ported crimes solved by
police, factoring in the se-
riousness of individual of-
fences.

"These results clearly
illustrate the alignment
and global effectiveness
and efficiency of our dedi-
cated officers and civilian
staff," said Halton Police
Board chair Jeff Knoll.

Canada itself saw a one
per cent increase in police-
reported crime in 2021
with around two million
Criminal Code incidents
taking place, 25,500 more
than in 2020.

Across the country,
there were 788 homicides
in 2021, 29 more than the
previous year.

For more information,
visit https://www.stat-
can.gc.ca/en/subjects-
start/crime_and_justice.
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LIONS CLUB OF GEORGETOWN

proudly presents the

92"" ANNUAL SANTA CLAUS PARADE

NIGHT PARADE STARTS AT 5:00 PM

Date: Saturday, November 19, 2022

Theme: CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD

Special Requests:
Entry forms must be returned no later than Saturday Nov 5. 2022 to ensure your spot. All participants of the parade should arrive no later than 4:30 pm to avoid confusion.

ENTRY FORM
Name of Group: Contact Person: Email:
Address: City:
Postal Code: Phone: Fax:
Float Design: (Brief Description)
Music: Yes No Number of Marchers/Walkers: Overall Length:

( PARADE ROUTE Guelph St. from Sinclair to Mill St. and

Charles St. to the fairgrounds.

C Due to increasing rising costs an entry fee of $75.00

would be greatly appreciated
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Please mail entry form to: Lions Santa Claus Parade
P.O. Box 73, Georgetown, ON L7G 4T1 or by email to louieviolo67 @gmail.com

For assistance contact Louie Violo

**Please, No Political or Protest Groups**
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at 416-346-4080
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