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CONCERNS RAISED OVER PROPOSED
DOWNLOADING OF STUDENT SUPPORTS

PARENTS, STAFF

FEEL MOVE WOULD
NEGATIVELY IMPACT
VULNERABLE YOUTH

KATHY YANCHUS
kyanchus@metroland.com

Provincial revisions to
health support services
for medically fragile stu-
dents of the Halton Dis-
trict School Board (HDSB)
have left parents and staff
reeling from the "severe
and negative implica-
tions."

In late January, Minis-
ter of Education Stephen
Lecce outlined the govern-
ment's draft plan to down-
load medical services to
education staff this fall.

This move would have a
"significantimpact" onthe
board and has the poten-
tial to affect students be-
yond special education,
said Colette Ruddock,
HDSB superintendent of

education, during a pre-
sentation for the board's
Special Education Adviso-
ry Committee (SEAC) in
early February.

Changes to the current
delivery model prompted
more discussion and ques-
tions about risk manage-
ment, lawsuits, union
partners and additional
funding during the Feb. 16
HDSB trustees meeting.

Currently, staff from
Erinoak Kids provide
complex medical support
services — such as tube
feeding and catheteriza-
tion — to medically fragile
students. Under the pro-
posed plan, such responsi-
bilities would fall to staff,
as "delegated by a health-
care professional" reads
the confidential ministry
memo.

Should the revised pol-
icy, known as PPM 81, go
forward, "in all likelihood,
these tasks would fall to
our EAs (educational as-
sistants) to provide the

services," said Ruddock.

"Itisunbelievable tome
that the ministry would
recommend that we actu-
ally remove trained
health-care professionals
who currently come into
our schools and provide
support to our medically
fragile students and stu-
dents with various medi-
cal conditions, and put
this incredible responsi-
bility onto our education-
al assistants who already
have a great deal of work
and responsibility," com-
mented Oakville trustee
Joanna Oliver.

To ensure that students
with medical supports
have access to an EA,
there would be a redistri-
bution of EAs, which will
draw from the service
available to students with
significant special educa-
tion needs, said Ruddock.

The government pro-
posalis ethically and mor-
ally inappropriate, said
Alison Brindle, chair of
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This Is It The Condo You Were Looking For, All
Done Up! Newer Floor, Newer Kit With SS App,
Walk In Pantry, Full Sized Washer Dryer, Very
Open Concept, Built In Cabinets, Crown Molding,
Wide Baseboard & Trims, Corner Unit Lots Of
Windows, Over Looking The Green Space/
Ravine, Nature Trail Within A Few Hundred Feet,
Great Sun Exposure You See The Sunrise To The
Sunsets, Super Quiet Sleep With The Window
Open No Traffic Noise, Indoor Parking Close to
the Elevator No Stairs, Lots Of Visitors Parking,
Price Much Lower Than A Brand New Condo For
The Same Size And You Don’t Have To Wait For
Construction!
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HDSB's SEAC.
Inherresponse letterto
Lecce, Brindle references
revisions that would allow
medical professionals to
delegate their tasks to
non-medical staff, and "for
the system to require edu-
cational assistants to un-
dertake services which
are not in their job de-
scriptions, they have not
been medically trained for
and which may impact the
life of a student.”
Staffalso envisionineq-
uity in service as some
families may hire private
healthcare professionals
for OT, physiotherapy and
speech-language therapy,
potentially disrupting a
school community as prin-

cipals make attempts to
accommodate the time
and access they require.

"As this PPM covers vi-
tal day-to-day and life-sav-
ing services to students, it
deserves a deeper discus-
sion and analysis," said
HDSB chair Margo Shut-
tleworth in her written
feedback to Lecce.

Shuttleworth also ad-
dressed the "lack of addi-
tional funding" to cover
the sweeping changes.

"If educational assis-
tants will be pulled from
the classrooms to provide
medical care for students,
and administrators re-
quired to oversee private
care providers in school
settings, and ensure com-
pliance with all regula-
tions, additional staff will
be required to undertake
existing tasks," stated
Shuttleworth.

Staff are not healthcare
providers, and principals
are not in the business of
organizing healthcare
professionals, said Milton
trustee Heather Gerrits.

"We are educators; we
are in the business of edu-
cating. I'm very disap-
pointed that this would
even be put in writing."®
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As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to unfold, we
will be making some changes to our website and
newsletter. In regards to Canada’s federal government
advising against all unnecessary travel, we will not be

promoting any flights, travel deals and travel
packages until further notice.

But, just because our travel deals have been put on
hold, our team is dedicated to providing YOU, our
amazing subscribers, with inspiring and informative

Things to Do While in Self-

INPUT SOUGHT
FOR PUBLIC
SCHOOL
BOARD BUDGET

The Halton District
School Board is encourag-
ing students, staff and the
community to provide input
on budget priorities in the
development of the 2022-
2023 budget. Interested indi-
viduals can do so online by
March 7through a question-
naire found on the Budget
Input page of the HDSB's
website, www.hdsb.ca

Before providing input,
the board suggests individu-
alsreview the board's Multi-
Year Plan 2020-2024, Special
Education Plan and Opera-
tional Plan. A key objective
of the annual budget pro-
cessistoalign the HDSB's fi-
nancial resources with
these documents.

Community members
are also able to delegate to
the board of trustees. Please
follow the "Delegation By-
law" posted on the HDSB
website.

blog content during this time! If you haven't done so

yet, please sign up for our weekly newsletter so we
can keep you up to date!

Please Visit Travelalerts.ca for fresh
travel content, exclusive tips and more!
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NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

It's in your hands. make sure your favourite business or professional is nominated for the Georgetown Independent & Free Press 2022 Readers’

Choice Awards.

The Georgetown Independent & Free Press Readers’ Choice Awards were created so you can tell us which local businesses and service providers are the best at
what they do. Once the nominations close on March 14, 2022 the nominees will be shortlisted and you will have the chance to vote for your favourite.

Help make your favourite local business become a Georgetown Independent & Free Press Readers’ Choice.

Start nominating now at theifp.ca/readerschoice
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