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LITIGATIONlegal matters

I am separated. We have a teenage
child. Can the child decide where
she/he will reside?

The advice offered in this column is intendedwwwor informational purposes only. Use of this column is not intended
to replace or substitute any professional, financial, medical, legal, or other professional advice.
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Proud member of
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8 Guelph Street

905 452 7400

BRAmPTON OFFICE (main)
350 Rutherford Road S., Suite 320

905 452 7400

CALEDON EAST
15955 Airport Road, Suite 201

905 584 4545

This is a common question. As a general rule, it
is said that children do not make decisions about
parenting issues. However, as children get older,
their views and preferences become more important
and compelling when addressing these issues.
There are a few ways to determine a child’s views
and preferences, for instance: 1) There can be a
views and preferences investigation, conducted
usually by a family counsellor or therapist or family
lawyer experienced with such investigations; 2)
There can be a formal assessment done usually by a
psychologist or family counsellor or therapist; or 3)
The parents can also ask the court to make an order
asking the Office of the Children’s Lawyer (“OCL”)
to become involved. If the OCL becomes involved,
then it will appoint either a lawyer, a social worker,
or both. We do a lot of family/divorce law, with
offices in Georgetown, Brampton and Caledon East.
In light of COVID-19, we are doing most everything
virtually. So we are happy to have a Zoom meeting
or a telephone call without charge to you to see if we
can assist you. Have a happy holidays everyone. Be
safe and healthy
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Custom glide-out shelves are a
simple, effective storage solution
The importance of an organized home environment has been

magnified over the past two years when many have spent most of
their time there.

ShelfGenie custom glide-out shelves add more space, more
organization, and more accessibility to your existing cabinets with
custom-designed storage solutions, eliminating common frustrations
in the kitchen, pantry, and bath.

“Some people thought that we were crazy to start a business in the
midst of a pandemic. We saw this as the perfect opportunity. People
are spending more time in their homes now more than ever. The
pandemic has made us reinvent our homes in ways we never thought
we would ever have to. So here we are ready to help every household
achieve more enjoyment than ever out of their homes,” explains
Natasha Murray who runs the Milton-based franchise with her partner
Dan Stasiuk, serving the north Halton area.

While their foray into custom shelving began in 2021, ShelfGenie
franchises have been around since December 2007. Company founder
Andrew Kerwin began by installing a custom glide-out system for
his parents, then their neighbours and with the help of consultants,
moved onto developing scalable systems and processes.

The goal of the local business is to help as many people as possible
get organized without the cost, pain and frustration of a full renovation.

“Everyone has more space than they realize, and we are here to help
show you where to find it,” says Natasha.

“Everyone should be comfortable in their homes. Seniors should be
able to stay in their homes longer. We want to help make that happen
one cabinet at a time.”

Call Natasha at 416-953-7680 to book a free design consultation today.416-953-7680

– ADVERTORIAL –

In March 2020, students
across Ontario felt a sense of
anticipation: they were told
school was going to shut
down for two weeks while
we "flattened the curve." It

was the same excitement
they felt from getting a snow
day — having bonus time off
from assignments, home-
work, gym class, bus rides,
early morning practice, cold

recesses and packed lunch-
es. No one could have pre-
dicted the tremendous loss-
es they were about to experi-
ence, or how this would
shape their identities as stu-
dents. 

As we enter the third
year of learning during a
pandemic, we're still only re-
alizing the full impact of
these losses while also un-
derstanding the call to rei-
magine the roles schools
play in the lives of our chil-
dren.

There are kindergarten
students who have never sat
for circle time, visited a pub-
lic library or brought in a
stuffed animal for show and
share. There are primary
students who don't know
how to hold a pencil, what an
office is or where to find the
gym. There are high school
students who relied on
screen learning without a
camera or microphone
turned on and just two let-
ters — their initials — dis-
played on screen to mark
their presence. And there's
the engagement counsellors
trying to reach children who
have powered off and simply

not returned.
Schools are the corner-

stone of our communities.
Each time they open their
doors after a shutdown,
teachers are greeting
changed students. There are
fights in playgrounds fueled
by anger and anxiety, loss of
social graces, nutrition and
athletic ability. There are
children who are disen-
gaged, frustrated and sad. 

COVID kids who have
thrived have had strong pa-
rental support and/or high-
ly skilled teachers with a
strong understanding of
technology and how to use it
to engage and inspire. Many
kids who weren't succeeding
in a traditional school envi-
ronment have done well, as
have those who are self-mo-
tivated, resilient, curious
and have engaged in infor-
mal learning communities,
like online gaming and e-
sports networks.

The pandemic has devas-
tated families and commu-
nities. It has also revealed
longstanding inequities and
challenged us to reinvent
learning. The big questions

before us are, how must
school transform to help the
COVID kid? Support the CO-
VID educator? Rebuild a
sense of community? Serve
everyone more equitably
and effectively?

As we "build back better,"
we need to recognize, sup-
port and celebrate the role
our schools, educators, care-
takers, librarians, office
staff, bus drivers, cross
walkers and coaches play in
ensuring that our children
are nurtured, cared for, aca-
demically challenged, en-
gaged and happy. Without
their efforts, none of this
work is possible.

Martha Jez is CEO of a
Canadian-based educa-
tion company, Fair
Chance Learning, commit-
ted to elevating opportuni-
ties and learning experi-
ences for all. Jez, a mom
to four young learners, is
passionate about knowl-
edge mobilization and
creating networks and
conversations between
innovators and educators
across Canada.
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