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TEST ELIGIBILITY TO INCLUDE HEALTH-CARE WORKERS' FAMILIES

ONTARIO'S CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER OF
HEALTH SAYS THAT WILL SUPPORT ‘TIMELY'
IDENTIFICATION OF CASES IN WORKERS

HERB GARBUTT
hgarbutt@metroland.com

Ontario is expanding its
eligibility for PCR testing
to include the families of
health-care workers.

"We are now expanding
to now include household
members of patient-facing
health care workers in or-
der to support timely iden-
tification of cases in
health-care workers and
ongoing delivery of health-
care services," said Dr. Kie-
ran Moore, Ontario's chief
medical officer of health.

Moore said the indica-
tors, such as a decline in
the positivity test rate, the
number of COVID-19 pa-
tients in hospital, and less
presence of the virus in

waste water point, toward
an actual decline in CO-
VID-19 cases.

Outbreaks in long-term-
care homes are also declin-
ing.

Asked if the lack of test-
ing was hampering the gov-
ernment from getting a
clearer picture of the situa-
tion in the province, Moore
said PCR tests are still a
limited resource that need
to prioritized for those with
the highest risks of expo-
sure, or severe outcomes.

He also said the infor-
mation being received
from the hospitalshasbeen
helpful in the province's
goal which is to protect the
health care system.

The distribution of rap-
id antigen tests throughout
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Dr. Kieran Moore announced Ontario will expand its criteria for PCR testing.

the education system has
been helpful in monitoring
schools, he said and added
that only seven of the prov-
ince's 4,844 have had to
close, with most of those
being due to staffing short-

ages.

Moore said that al-
though the easing of public
health measures "could
lead to rough times in Feb-
ruary," he was still hopeful
of reaching "a low endemic

rate in April."

In past weeks, Moore
has talked about "learning
to live with the virus."
Asked what that looked
like, he said distancing and
hand hygiene will remain

important and that mask-
ing will likely be the last of
the public health measures
to go.

"To get back to a more
normal lifestyle, we have to
be very cautious," he said.
"We're not out of the woods
yet. We've learned signifi-
cantly from the last two
years. We still have to be
very cautious, but we're in
a much better position to
live with the virus."

Moore also said the gov-
ernment may have to reas-
sess the vaccine passport
given that "the vaccine isn't
providing significant bene-
fit at two doses against the
risk of transmission."

Hedid point out that two
doses have been shown to
greatly reduce severe out-
comes like hospitalization.
He again encouraged Onta-
rio residents to get a boost-
er dose as that has shown
to reduce transmission by
about 60 per cent.
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