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ASK THE PROFESSIONAL

33 Main Street South
Acton, ON L7J 1X3

Tel: 519-853-1330
Fax: 519-853-4645

Email: Mark@mchlawyers.com

Mark Hilliard
Mackenzie Chapman Hilliard

Barristers and Solicitors

The advice offered in this column is intended for informational purposes only. Use of this column is not intended to
replace or substitute any professional, financial, medical, legal, or other professional advice.

We work
for you.

legal matters

Q

A

REAL ESTATE LAW

Do I need to sign closing
documents in person?

If you have a closing coming up
and you are unable to leave your
house to attend your lawyer’s office
in person to sign documents, you
are able to sign closing documents
remotely through audio visual
conferencing. You should contact
your lawyer about how they would
arrange that with you and what you
need to have access to, such as a
printer, scanner, etc. so that you can
sign documents and send them back
for closing.

Have a Wonderful Christmas
Season and a Safe and

Happy New Year!

905-702-2597 • 866- 878 5556 michael.chong@parl.gc.ca
www.michaelchong.ca
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The legal case involving
fraud charges against Oak-
ville Catholic school board
trustee Nancy Guzzo has
been adjourned to allow for
a resolution meeting.

The presiding justice at
the Hamilton court on
Tuesday, Dec. 21 granted
the defence counsel's re-
quest to conduct another
Crown pretrial, also
known as a resolution
meeting, on Jan. 13, 2022.

Assistant Crown attor-
ney Kimberley Rogers told
the court that the matter is
closing in on a year. 

"This matter needs to
move forward. It's spinning
its wheels in this court and
just clogging up our al-
ready very busy docket for

no good reason," Rogers
said, noting that there were
already multiple resolu-
tion meetings since April.

The last one was sched-
uled on Nov. 29. 

Rogers said there's no
indication of any changes
in the Crown's position.

"So after about five
Crown pretrials, it's time
that the defence either
schedule the matter for a
guilty plea or for trial," she

said. "We will have gone the
better part of the year with
the Crown ready to set a tri-
al date and nothing hap-
pening."

The Ontario court jus-
tice shared the concerns of
the Crown and asked the
defence to talk to the ac-
cused about filing a desig-
nation or appearing on the
next court date.

Guzzo was charged by
Hamilton police on Jan. 21
with 10 counts of fraud un-
der $5,000 and two counts of
fraud over $5,000, related to
her employment with the
Laborers' International
Union of North America
(LIUNA), specifically in
her position as assistant
business manager for LIU-
NA Local 3000.

The matter will return
to court on Jan. 18, 2022.
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