B NEWS

Continued from page 20

role following a term of the
board that has been la-
belled as divisive and dys-
functional by parents, stu-
dents,fficial reports and
other trustees.

In his acceptance
speech, Duarte directly ad-
dressed what he hopes for
the next year and the pub-
lic perception of the board.

"Idonotseethisasavic-
tory, rather as a beginning
a new chapter for us," said
Duarte. "We have one year
left to earn back some of
our reputation — let's grab
the opportunity and forge
ahead."

In the last year, HCDSB
meetings have regularly
included multiple calls to
order, agendas left incom-
plete at the end of meeting
time, threats of disabling
trustee microphones and
criticisms by ratepayers
and students around trust-
ee conduct. The situation
got to the point that an in-
vestigation was conducted
into trustee conduct.

port from that investiga-
tion, released in Septem-
ber, found multiple in-
stances of what it de-
scribed as factionalism
and dysfunction at the
board table.

"Given our track re-
cord, I do understand the
odds of us coming togeth-
er. But I will do my part to
break theice and putin the
time and effort to make
this happen. I'm going to
ask all of you to stay posi-
tive, focus and bring some
confidence to our HCDSB
families. Trustees, as men-
tioned earlier we will very
strictly adhere to our by-
laws and trustee code of
conduct at our meetings,"
said Duarte.

Chairs and vice-chairs
are elected for one-year
terms at the HCDSB. Bur-
lington trustee Brenda Ag-
new was elected as the new
vice-chair.

In his unsuccessful bid
to be selected as vice-chair,
Burlington trustee Tim
O'Brien expressed support
for Duarte while acknowl-

fore him.

"We have just elected a
chair at a time in our board
where there's a lot of divi-
siveness, a lot of entrench-
ment and a lot of people in
their own corners. And I
truly believe the chair we
elected is probably the on-
ly person right now that
canunify us," said O'Brien.

Despite the optimism
expressed, Duarte's first
meeting as chair on Dec. 7
was a contentious one.

At one point, a dispute
over the speaking order be-
tween trustees Nancy Guz-
zo and Peter DeRosa re-
sulted in areprimand from
Duarte and the labelling of
DeRosa's behaviour as an
interruption.

"Thank you once again
for interrupting me," said
Guzzo during the interac-
tion. "Go ahead trustee De-
Rosa because you're so it's
all about you all the time."

There were multiple oc-
casions during the meet-
ing wherein Duarte re-
quested trustees follow the
established meeting proto-

~ DR. ANOOP SAYAL & ASSOCIATES -
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Sayal and staff want to
thank our family of patients for
all their support with our
2021 Annual Food Drive.
Over the last 24 years we have
raised thousands of dollars and
many thousands of pounds of
food. As is our tradition,
in lieu of Christmas cards, a
donation has been made to the
Georgetown Bread Basket.

Dr. Sayal (left-center) along with Management & Staff present this
years food & cheque donation to Donna Baker (left-back)
Chair of The Georgetown Bread Basket.

Georgetown Marketplace Mall
905-877-CARE (2273)
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From our homes to yours,
we wish you and your family
a very Merry Christmas!
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