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GETTING USEDTO NEW
HEARING INSTRUMENTS

Part 2

If you are having difficulty with the hearing
instruments, or do not like the sound quality,
discuss it with your Hearing Practitioner.
Chances are there are adjustments that can
be made to the instruments to accommodate
your complaint.

Remember that you are not alone. There are
millions of people with hearing loss, and as
the Baby Boomers age, the numbers grow. It
is nothing to be ashamed of, and there are
many treatment options available to you in
these modern times.

For more information please call...

The Georgetown i:l:%
HEARING CLINIC

We care about your hearing!

Professional Arts Building
99 Sinclair Ave., Suite 210, Georgetown

905-873-6642
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HALTON URGES FORD TO FOCUS

ON RESOLVING OPTOMETRY R
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mhennessey@
metroland.com

As Ontario's optome-
trists pause their job action
and enter negotiations with
the province on OHIP-in-
sured eye care, Halton is
pushing the Ford govern-
ment to protect the crucial
service and fund it fairly.

During its Nov. 24 meet-
ing, regional council unani-
mously passed a motion that
calls on those at Queen's
Park to fund eye care servic-
es "at least to the cost of de-
livery."

The resolution, put forth
by Halton Hills Mayor Rick
Bonnette, explains that pay-
ments from OHIP for chil-
dren's and seniors' eye care
services have only increased
nine per cent over the last
three decades, "which has
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Ontario optometrists say OHIP currently only covers about 55 per
cent of an eye exam cost for children and seniors.

not come close to matching
inflation costs."

"We want to encourage
the provincial government
to resolve this issue," said
Bonnette during the meet-
ing. "I think it's something
that's critical."

Aspartofthe fundingdis-
pute, Ontario optometrists
stopped providing OHIP-in-

sured eye care on Sept. 1 —
something they resumed on
Nov. 23 as a sign of good faith
when both sides agreed to
enter negotiations.
Bonnette said he's heard
from local residents who
have been directly impacted
by the lengthy pause in ser-
vices, like an 86-year-old
woman suffering from glau-
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coma.

Burlington Mayor Mari-
anne Meed Ward, who sec-
onded the resolution, said a
lack of access to proper eye
care impacts residents' abil-
ities to participate in the
community just as much as
any other health issue.

"I think this (motion) is
very timely because it does
express our desire that they
treat eye care as health care,
and treat our eye care pro-
viders as valued members of
our community providing
an essential service that
needs to be funded appropri-
ately," she said.

According to the Ontario
Association of Optome-
trists, the government cur-
rently covers an average of
55 per cent of the cost of an
OHIP-insured eye exam,
leaving optometrists' clinics
to absorb the balance.

"With more than four
million services delivered
annually under OHIP and
clinics under severe finan-
cial strain, the system is no
longer sustainable," said a
statement from the associa-
tion.
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Check out our new all access Community News ePaper subscription. Get
full access to all our weekly community newspapers online, from one
convenient website.
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Our local journalists report on the things that are important to you

and your neighbours; whether it's local politics, schools, businesses or
upcoming community events—if you're thinking about it, chances are
we're writing about it.
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