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LITIGATIONlegal matters

My father passed away recently and I am
the estate trustee. He has a Will that states
that one sibling is to receive the proceeds
from an insurance policy, but the insurance
company says that another sibling is
named as the designated beneficiary. Who
is entitled to the insurance money?
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A designated beneficiary is considered a testamentary
disposition and the designated beneficiary can be made in
the insurance policy itself or in the Will. It is important to
note that subsequent revisions to a Will, or changes to the
beneficiary designated in the policy will typically impact
who is entitled to the proceeds. For example, your father
may have designated your sibling “Bob” as the beneficiary
when he initially bought the insurance policy, but later
when he had a Will drafted, he designated your other sibling
“Barb” without amending the actual insurance policy. Both
the language of the Will and the timing of it are important.
The last designation is typically the valid designation and
in your case, Barb is entitled to the proceeds. It is also
important to note that where a Will designates a beneficiary
over insurance proceeds, it only applies to policies in
place at the time the Will was executed. This also applies
to registered plans such as RRSP’s and RRIF’s, so it is
important to determine what specific assets are designated,
as well as to whom.
If you have questions about an estate, as an executor or
beneficiary, or have other estate related matters, give us a
call to discuss how we can help. Enjoy your weekend.

The advice offered in this column is intended for informational purposes only. Use of this column is not intended to
replace or substitute any professional, financial, medical, legal, or other professional advice.
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With an "exceptional"
vaccination rate among 12-
to 17-year-olds and "ex-
tremely low" COVID-19
transmission in secondary
schools, trustees of the Hal-
ton District School Board
(HDSB) are urging the
province to allow its stu-
dents to return to a tradi-
tional semester. 

Currently, HDSB sec-
ondary students are on a
modified semester, taking
four courses per term: two
courses per day for a week

and another two courses
the following week.

"This model was chosen
due to its flexibility to
quickly pivot back to a tra-
ditional four-course per
day model within a maxi-
mum of two weeks' notice.
The modified semester
model is not optimal for
student achievement or
student and staff well-be-
ing," writes board chair
Andrea Grebenc in a letter
to Minister of Education
Stephen Lecce.

The vaccination rate
among 12- to 17-year-olds in
Halton is 93 per cent for a
single dose and 87 per cent
for two doses. In Milton,
those rates jump to 98 per
cent and 91 per cent, re-
spectively, according to
Halton public health.

Out of 19,390 secondary
students attending in-per-
son classes, there has been
COVID transmission to
two students out of a total
of nine student cases over
the past month, said Gre-
benc.

Since the minister had

previously indicated that
the modified semester
would be temporary, yet no
such consent is imminent,
trustees also requested that
the decision to return to the
regular model be trans-
ferred to local public health
departments, in collabora-
tion with school boards.

"They most clearly un-
derstand their local con-
texts with regard to vacci-
nation rates, organization-
al adherence to IPAC (In-
fection Prevention and
Control) protocols and CO-
VID-19 outbreak data,"
Grebenc writes. "The real-
ity is that teenagers are
currently congregating
and mixing before and af-
ter school, at lunchtime,
for co-curriculars, and eve-
ning activities; be it jobs or
recreational activities."

"There is very little ben-
efit to continuing with
modified semester sched-
ules when all of these other
factors are at play, and giv-
en that the other COVID
protocols are "working ex-
ceedingly well..." 
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