| 4

IFP - Halton Hills | Thursday, July 1, 2021

o
=
=

theifp.ca

|
=
m
=
&

ACKNOWLEDGMENT "WONDERFUL THING', SAYS FIRST NATIONS COORDINATOR

Continued from page 1

recognizing Halton Hills is with-
in the Treaty Lands and Territo-
ry of the Mississaugas of the
Credit.

"It is important that we recog-
nize this and build relationships
with Indigenous Nations," said
Mayor Rick Bonnette.

While the land acknowledg-
ment recognizes the treaty hold-
ers, there is still work to be done.

"The land acknowledgement
is the very first step on a very
long path towards reconcilia-
tion," said Catherine McLeod, se-
nior arts and culture specialist
for the town.

The June 14 acknowledgement
useslanguage recommended by a
document on the Mississaugas of
the Credit First Nation's website,
but McLeod said, considering the
complicated history of southern
Ontario, the land acknowledge
will transform over time.

"It's a very long process, the
very first step is recognizing the
Treaty Lands," McLeod said.

"This is one piece of a much larg-
er Truth and Reconciliation
plan."

While the Mississaugas of the
Credit are the treaty holders of
much of southern Ontario, their
traditional territory is along the
north shore of Georgian Bay.

"I think it's a wonderful thing
that people are now acknowledg-
ing the people that lived on the
land long ago," said Darin Wy-
benga, traditional knowledge
and land use co-ordinator for the
Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation.

"I like to think we are a foun-
ding people," Wybenga said. "The
French, the British, but what
about the First Nations? We are
the original people.”

Wybenga noted though his
First Nation holds the treaty, tra-
ditionally the area was inhabited
by the Huron-Wendat and the
Haudenosaunee.

While all levels of government
make efforts toward reconcilia-
tion, Wybenga said the responsi-
bility also falls to individuals.

“This is one piece of a
much larger Truth and
Reconciliation plan.”

- Catherine McLeod, senior arts
and culture specialist for the Town

"If we leave it to government
responsibility — I don't think itl
ever get done," Wybenga said.
"It's up to every individual per-
son in the treaty lands to under-
stand whose lands they live on,
the history of the people who live
there and the treaty relation-
ships that went on and to try to
reconcile the two groups as we
move forward in history."

For Jody Harbour the land ac-
knowledgment helps to make
people more conscious of the
land.

"(Land acknowledgement) has
nothing to do with materialism
but the real spirit of the people
and of the earth," said Harbour, a
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Heavy-Duty
Angle Broom
Large 16” sweeping
range, long lasting
poly bristles & sturdy
17 x 48” metal handle
with comfort grip.

5156203 Was $13.99

Portable Tailgater Grill
The bigger brother of the Tailgater GT.
This charcoal grill heats up quick, cleans
easily, smoke free, and cool to the touch.
Weighs just over 14 Ibs. Includes (4) AA
batteries, 2.2 Ib bag 100 natural lump
charcoal, starter gel, and carrying case.
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Excellent resistance to cuts and abrasions.
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Electric Fly Swatter
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36-In. Pick Up/
Reach Tool
Safely picks up things
you can’t reach or
don’t want to handle.

8879942 Was $9.99

Buzz Zapper

flies and mosquito on
contact. Requires 2AA
batteries (not included).
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Haudenosaunee woman. "People
are waking to the fact that when
they come together, they should
acknowledge where they're com-
ing from."

Harbour is one of the founders
of Grandmother's Voice, an Hal-
ton-based organization created
to advance education, knowl-
edge, and understanding of Indig-
enous cultures and practices.

"As these truths are coming
out about how Canada became
Canada, people can now under-
stand why our communities of
Indigenous people are the way
they are," Harbour said. \"Equi-
ty, diversity, and inclusion — it
was already here before people
came over on the boats."

STORY BEHIND THE STO-
RY: The recently-implemented
land acknowledgement at Halton
Hills town council meetings rec-
ognizes the treaty lands of the
Mississaugas. We wanted to find
out how residents and officials
feel about this action and what it
means toward reconciliation.

Darin Wybenga photo
Darin Wybenga, traditional
knowledge and land use coordinator
for the Mississaugas of the Credit
First Nation.
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