28

The IFP - Halton HI||S | Thursday, September 12, 2019 |

|
=
m
=
&

FROM STUDENT TO TEACHER TO OWNER: 1 DANCER'S JOURNEY AT TDI

BRYAN MYERS
bmyers@metroland.com

The student has become the
teacher at an Acton dance studio.
The new owner of Acton's
TDI - formerly Total Dance Inno-
vation - Meagan Speakman, has
been with the studio from the
C age of11. She started as a dancer,
L then became a teacher, and
eventually took ownership of
the studio.

Growing up in Acton, Speak-
man said she stayed at the studio
when her family moved to Mil-
ton.

"My best friends are the people
I graduated with here," she said.
"They work with me as well, and
they were my roommates when I
was in college, you kind of devel-
op that bond."

The personal bonds formed
through dance kept Speakman
involved.

"You're in the thick of it with
people," she said. "You have in-
side jokes and you share the same
tears. It's a unique experience
that brings people together."

From TDI, Speakman studied
commercial dance at George
Brown College, a program that
expanded her skill set into sing-
ing and acting.

"It was like jumping into the
deep end of what the dance indus-
try would be like," Speakman
said, adding her program would
prepare her for work in musicals,
music videos, and other dance-
centric roles.

But dance was more than just
a profession for Speakman.

"It changed me as a person,"
she said. "It taught me confi-
dence, emotion, and artistry."

"You come here and you're fo-
cused and work your butt off but
have so much fun at the same
time," she said.

While Speakman found work
as acoach and dancer for Toronto
Wolfpack, the city's rugby team,
and Toronto Rock, the city's la-
crosse team, she continued to
teach in Acton.

"T kept coming back," Speak-
man said. "I can't duplicate what I
have here, it's such a great com-
munity."
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Bryan Myers/Torstar

Meagan Speakman, new owner of TDI in Acton, poses in the dance studio's new space. Speakman started at TDIl as a
student, became a teacher, and now owns the studio.

And when the opportunity
came up, she purchased the stu-
dio.

While the initials will remain
the same, Speakman is rebrand-
ing the studio as The Dance Im-
pact.

"It's unbelievable how it can
influence you as an artist, a per-
son, even as an employee or stu-
dent," Speakman said. "It's not
just discipline but patience and
time management."

The Dance Impact offers clas-

ses from pre-dance (for ages two
and up), to adult classes.

The Dance Impact is located at
15 Mill St. W. and is hosting an
open house on Aug. 20. More in-
formation available at www.the-
danceimpact.com.
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Music & Hymi Sing

Tuesday Mornings at 10am
Desserts, Music, Sharing and it’s FREE

Come meet new Seniors & Sing, Sing, Sing!!!

JLLY,

Location: Living Hope Alliance Church
290 Main St South

Cell: 416-989-7809
J’eﬂw'n(g Halton Hills & swv'oww/ily areas.
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Living Hope

ALLIANCE CHURCH

Call for a ride: 647-385-9444
For more info call: 905-873-0249

" Freshly Made &
Baked On Premises
Breads, Buns, Pastries,

Meat Pies & More!
IMPORTED BRITISH CHEESES

330 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOWN

(opposite Canadian Tire)

905-877-0596
millersscottishbakery.com

theifp.ca
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1 Of and SHOWERS
a CHRISTENINGS &£ "4 REHEARSAL
LIFE’S — BABY DINNERS

BB SHOWERS ﬂ.WEDDINGSA
MOMENTS & GOLF COURSE - " THANKYOU HALTON HILLS! |
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BIRTHDAYS
BRUNCHES

CELEBRATIONS
Open year round i MEET INGS//

of LIFE
AFUNDRAISERS
Endless possibilities

For more information contact Chuck Stratton | 905-877-8468 ext 2223 | cstratton@clublink.ca
EAGLE RIDGE GOLF CLUB | RR #4. 11742 TENTH LINE. GEORGETOWN. ON | eagleridge.clublink.ca
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