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who has two sons on the
spectrum, says he is also
alarmed by the announce-
ment. 

His eldest son Toby, 10, re-
cently completed four years
of intensive behavioural in-
tervention therapy, but his
youngest son Luke, 9, is cur-
rently receiving 20 hours
each week.

"We've seen huge gains
with them, but in terms of the
next 18 months, what's going
to happen with Luke? Is he
going to get kicked out? I
don't know," Galvao said. 

Galvao added that despite
the province's intention to
cut wait times, the amount of
money that will be allocated
to each child will not be
enough to cover the services
required in the long term. 

"If you do the math, it's
peanuts," he said. "You can
feed the village a bowl of rice,
but guess what? They're still
going to be starving."

The day following the an-
nouncement, the Ford gov-
ernment issued a press re-
lease, lauding their planned
changes and outlining some
positive feedback they have
received from members of
the autism community
across Ontario.

Halton MPPs have been
echoing the government's
optimism with regards to the
new program. 

"Since I was elected in
June I have been hearing
from families in my commu-
nity who have told me that
the current program is bro-
ken," Oakville North-Bur-

lington MPP Effie Triantafi-
lopoulos said in a statement
to the IFP. "It is unacceptable
that 75 per cent of these chil-
dren are currently on a wait
list to seek the necessary
treatment for their individu-
alized needs."

Milton MPP Parm Gill
provided a similar comment. 

"Autism hits close to
home for every community
across our province and Mil-
ton is no exception. Our gov-
ernment's plan ensures that
no families will have to wait
over two years to receive sup-
port for their children
again," he said.

Due to his new role as
Speaker of the House at
Queen's Park, Wellington-
Halton Hills MPP Ted Arnott

was unable to comment on
the matter. 

The province's planned
funding allocation per child
is centred on the notion that
children between the ages of
two and five have the best
long-term success from ther-
apy, a stat the government
has been including in litera-
ture about the program re-
form. 

Payne says this puts other
families at a disadvantage,
adding that just because a
child is older than five, that
doesn't mean the therapy
will be rendered ineffective.

"It's such a struggle al-
ready," she said. "I don't
know how this plan is going
to be effective moving for-
ward."

NEWS

HORRENDOUS WAIT TIMES WILL
VANISH, SAYS GOVERNMENT 

Six-year-old Dylan Payne, of
Acton, has been receiving 30
hours of Applied Behavior
Analysis therapy per week
since April, 2018 - service his
mother fears he may lose as
a result of the Ontario
government's recent
announcement regarding
autism funding.

Payne family photo
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STORY BEHIND 
THE STORY
The government intends to
distribute the same amount of
money for therapy programs to a
substantially larger group of
people. 

THE ISSUE:
REFORMS TO
ONTARIO
AUTISM
PROGRAM
LOCAL IMPACT: IN ORDER
TO HELP MORE
CHILDREN, ASSISTANCE
WILL BE REDUCED FOR
OTHERS

A new cemetery for the general public is taking shape for residents
in Halton Hills and their families. Devereaux Cemetery is located in
a quiet country setting on the 17th Side Road, just west of Trafalgar
Road. It’s adjacent to the Holy Redeemer Cemetery and open to
people of all religious faiths.

Contact us for information about available interment options,
either at time of need or in advance.

905-877-8500 l www.devereauxcemetery.ca

Owned and operated by The Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of the Diocese of Hamilton

330 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOWN (opposite Canadian Tire)

905-877-0596 • www.millersscottishbakery.com

WARM & HEARTY MEALS ~ Made Easy!
Freshly Made &

Baked On Premises
Breads, Buns, Pastries, Meat

Pies & More!
IMPORTED BRITISH CHEESES

MILLER’S
ScottISh BakERy
MILLER’S
ScottISh BakERy

ASK THE PROFESSIONAL

33 Main Street South
Acton, ON L7J 1X3

Tel: 519-853-1330
Fax: 519-853-4645

Email: Mark@mchlawyers.com

Mark Hilliard
Mackenzie Chapman Hilliard

Barristers and Solicitors

The advice offered in this column is intended for informational purposes only. Use of this column is not intended to
replace or substitute any professional, financial, medical, legal, or other professional advice.

We work
for you.

legal matters
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REAL ESTATE LAW

Do I need a lawyer near
the property I am buying
or selling?

As long as the property is located in
Ontario, you can use any real estate
lawyer in Ontario. The Land Registry
Office can be accessed electronically so
registering the Transfer (ie: Deed) is done
electronically (with rare exceptions). So
you can use a local lawyer to buy or sell
a cottage property or rental property that
may be two or three hours away.

If you are buying or selling a property
outside of Ontario, you will need a lawyer
who practices real estate law in that
province. However, if you do not plan on
travelling out of province, you can still
use a local lawyer to act as your notary/
witness for the closing documents that
need to be signed.


