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TEACHERS, STAFF
ACROSS HALTON
PROTEST PROPOSED
CUTS TO EDUCATION
FUNDING

VERONICA APPIA
vappia@metroland.com

Members of the four Halton bargain-
ing units of the Ontario Secondary School
Teachers' Federation were rallying out-
side local high schools Feb. 7, informing
the public about what the provincial gov-
ernment's proposed funding cuts could
mean for students.

Representatives from the Teacher, Oc-
casional Teacher, Office Clerical and
Technical and Professional Student Ser-
vices Personnel units stood outside of
schools throughout Halton Hills, Milton,
Oakville and Burlington as part of a prov-
incewide initiative to inform the public
about Premier Doug Ford's planned edu-
cation cuts in this year's budget.

"Ford says 'we are open for business.'
Call or email your MPP and let them
know that Ontario needs to be open for
learning," a leaflet being passed out
reads.

In December, the PC government an-
nounced cuts to education programs and
resources across the province, slashing
$25 million from the Education Programs-
Other fund that pays for a number of in-
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Feb. 7.

school initiatives and specialized pro-
grams.

Cindy Gage, president of the Halton
Teachers' Bargaining Unit, says her
greatest concern is the impact cuts will
have on student learning in the class-
rooms, as well as other educational ser-
vices provided to students.

She says Ford's initial promise to cut
four per cent from the budget this year
would result in a $1-billion chop to the ed-
ucation portfolio as a whole.

"If they increase class sizes or if they
pull other education support staff from
the building, then students are going to
have less individualized attention within
their classes," she said. "There is going to
be less support for mental health, there's
going to be less technology available in
the school and the facilities and staff to
repair that. There's going to be less access
to the library."

Gage says she hopes the information
rallies provoke parents and local resi-
dents to take action and contact their re-
spective Members of Provincial Parlia-
ment while budget consultations are un-
derway.K
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GIVE A THOUGHTFUL GIFT

Make her feel loved with the Shape of My Heart hand-finished jewellery gift set
$125

PANDORA

Briliant Gold
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Georgetown Marketplace
905-873-6662

Gift set value $125. Available 1/10 - 2/14 or while supplies last. Valid only at participating retailers and online. Void where prohibited. Selections

may vary by store. Not valid with prior purchases. Product not for resale; store may limit product purchase quantities in its sole discretion. Gift set
includes one 397797CZ ($85) and one 297813CZ ($55), and a gift box.

© 2019 Pandora Jewelry, LLC * All rights reserved

6102 ‘L Aienigad ‘Aepsinyy | s|iiH uoyeH - dd1 9yl | €}

THE

DIGITAL

Halton’s first, favourite, honest, caring, heipful,
professional and pet-friendly Uape Shop for Aduits 19+
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158 Guelph St. Georgetown (Beside Menchie’s) - Look for the orange flags!
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or more!
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