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Dave Dennis

'WHERE AM | GOING TO GET
$2,000?": GOFUNDME
LAUNCHED FOR HALTON
HILLS SENIOR IN NEED

OF DENTURES

VERONICA APPIA
vappia@metroland.com

Two months ago, Georgetown senior Dave Den-
nis underwent a procedure to extract his teeth to
prevent further pain and infection that could be det-
rimental to his heath.

The expense was covered under oral health
through Halton Region.

After getting his teeth pulled, Dennis asked the
next logical question: how much would it cost for
him to subsequently get dentures?

The answer was a significant blow® $2,000 - a cost
that Dennis says he is not able to foot on his own.

"Where in the world does a senior citizen who's on
pension get that kind of money?" he said. "I have bills
to pay ... I've got to have a roof over my head."

Typically, financial assistance is provided by Hal-
ton Region for emergency care to relieve pain, infec-
tion or trauma, Halton Region spokesperson Eliza-
beth Kosturik said, explaining how Dennis' initial
costs were covered.X

And while the region provides assistance for den-
ture care for Ontario Works or Ontario Disability
Support Program recipients, for seniorslike Dennis,
that coverage does not apply. The program is meant
to help those individuals get back to work, George-
town denturist Joshua Kelly said.

Halton Region does have a Dental Care Counts
Fund, which provides coverage for certain individu-
als requiring denture maintenance and repairs,
Kelly added. But that fund does not provide assis-
tance for new dentures.

Since his teeth were removed, Dennis has had to
make a number of changes to his diet to ensure he is
not consuming anything that he cannot chew, or
anything abrasive that can lead to infection.

"Idon't have any more pain. I don't have any more
infections, which is a good thing for my heart," he
said. "But right now, the only thing I can eat is soup,
canned spaghetti and stuff like that."

Dennis' landlord and friend Laura Watson says
she had watched him lose a significant amount of
weight over the last couple of months and became
concerned for his health and well-being, prompting
her tolaunch a GoFundMe page to help raise money
for Dennis to receive his dentures.

"Tjust think there should be some sort of program
to help with putting teeth back in," she said. "It's a
basic need."

To view Dennis' GoFundMe page, visit www.go-
fundme.com/dentures-for-dave.
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SEASONAL TABLE TOP
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Add sparkle to your home W|th !
these festive centerpieces. #_&

From
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ORCHID
GARDEN
IN CERAMIC POT

Receive a ballot for every purchase Reg $44.99

between November 1-30, 2018.
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1 Fresh Cut Christmas Tree,
2 Outdoor Evergreen Planters,

2 Large Poinsettias and a
$100 TERRA Gift Carc

One winner pe

. FRESH CUT
“CHRISTMAS
TREES

. Fraser Fir Designer
Trees $29 99

VISITUS
ONLINEFOR
MORE FRESH ¥

7 CHRISTMAS
TREES!

EVERGREEN

BUNCHES
Reg. $9.99/each.

more

8 each

MIX & MATCH

EVERYONE LOVES TERRA

Make holiday shopping a whole lot
easier! For convenience, purchase your -5
TERRA gift card on-line or in store.

NOw AVAILABLE
TERRA'S LARGE

BUY 1
GET 1

o SELECTION
(?eq/gaerFF OF OUTDOOR
lesser value) U : BERRIES &
"BERRY CLASSIC'\ ACCENTS
ALL LANTERNS OUTDOOR Make your porch
Make your porch and entrance warm ARRANGEMENT: and entrance pop!
and welcoming! From $16.99 10" pot. Reg. $44.99 From $3.99

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Sat - Wed 9am - 6pm | Thurs/Fri 9am - 7 pm

All items while quantities last, subject to availability.
Category offers exclude “TERRA Essentials”.

e
www.terragreenhouses.com

US ON:

FOR UPCOMING
TERRA
WORKSHOPS
& SEMINARS,

Where colour lives!
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