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"Esther is officially cancer
free!" 

Steve Jenkins and Derek Wal-
ter, who formerly lived in George-
town and now own the Happily Ev-
er Esther Farm Sanctuary in Mil-
ton, took to social media on Sept. 10
to publish celebratory posts about
their 650-pound companion pig,
following her oncology results re-
layed by the Ontario Veterinary
College.

The famous pig was diagnosed
with breast cancer on Aug. 9 fol-
lowing a first-of-its-kind CT scan
her owners fought for months to
bring to Canada. 

The equine scanner, which is
being given permanent home at
the Ontario Veterinary College in
Guelph this month, will be instru-
mental in aiding other sizable ani-
mals, too large to be scanned by
traditional equipment. Esther un-
derwent a successful surgery on

Aug. 28 to remove the cancerous
lump, but at that time, Jenkins and
Walter were faced with a larger is-
sue - the inability to provide Esther
with chemotherapy, should that be
an avenue she required. 

"We've been told if she requires
chemotherapy, which would be the
next step if the cancer spread at all,
she isn't allowed to receive it be-
cause of CFIA (Canadian Food In-
spection Agency) regulations,"
Jenkins told the Independent on
Aug. 31. 

The regulations state that it is il-
legal to administer chemotherapy
to animals that the CFIA deems to
be used for food. 

"My mind was blown when I
started to realize the scope of the
problem and how many people are
dealing with the same problem,"
Jenkins said, adding that he also
has a chicken on his farm that has
been diagnosed with leukemia and
was denied treatment for the same
reasons.

Though Esther's oncology team
has determined Esther will not re-
quire chemotherapy or radiation,
Jenkins said this fight is not over. 

"We won't let up on the regula-
tion changes," he said. 
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"We just got off the phone with OVC,
Esther is officially cancer free!!!! The
margins are all good, and the
oncology team agrees that chemo
and/or radiation are not required.
#BreastCancerSurvivor," Walter and
Jenkins wrote to Twitter.

Twitter/EstherThePig
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CORRECTION NOTICE
In the ad beginning Friday, 9/7, Halloween Décor & Halloween
Costumes & Accessories offers incorrectly printed with the
word “ALL” in the descriptions. The correct descriptions should
read “Halloween Décor Collections” and “Halloween Costumes
& Accessories”, because they exclude clearance items.

We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused.
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I have been through the most excruciating pain I can imagine. I have recently
lost my little girl to an illness and I can’t imagine going on, but I have to—she

has younger siblings. How do I carry on when it hurts to even breath?

I am so sorry for your loss. I have written about grief before but nothing ever
feels like enough to even lessen the horror you must be feeling. Over the years,

much has been written about the “stages of grief” but that description really is
inadequate. The loss of a child, whether through miscarriage or illness or accident,
doesn’t fit into nice little boxes of “stages”.

The emotions often feel overwhelming and are frequently not understood by others.There
is often anger and rage. Anger at God, at the medical community, at the perceived cause
of this loss, and ultimately anger at yourself or your partner for not having been able to
prevent the death of your child, can become immobilizing.

The anger can frequently turn into guilt or fear. Guilt that you were unable to prevent the
death. Fear that the loss of your child was a punishment for something you did or did
not do.You may experience guilt that you are still alive while your child is not, and guilt
when you forget your pain for a split second and smile at something.You have the fear
that you will forget the sound of your child’s voice or call your other child by their name.
You worry that you may also lose your other children. And of course you worry about how
the others in the family, your partner, other children and extended family, will cope with
the loss.

Profound grief is also the cause of physical ailments.You may feel generally unwell.You
may find it difficult to concentrate or focus and find yourself becoming apathetic and
withdrawn.You may be dealing with symptoms of PTSD and keep re-experiencing the
moment when you first heard of the death.You may also be dealing with those who feel
that you are not progressing through this journey fast enough.

These responses to loss can come between partners as each feels the other doesn’t
understand or they each feel reluctant to open the wounds by talking about the loss.
There are so many dynamics to any unanticipated loss, but the loss of a child, no matter
what age, I think is by far the most devastating. Counselling cannot alleviate the death,
but it can provide a non-judgmental and safe place to deal with this most significant loss.
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We care about your hearing!
Professional Arts Building

99 Sinclair Ave., Suite 210, Georgetown
905-873-6642

Serving the community of Halton Hills and surrounding areas since 1992

The Georgetown

Or ringing in the ears, does not
cause hearing disorders, it may
accompany decreased hearing and
other ear symptoms such as
pressure, unsteadiness or dizziness.
Often, it occurs alone.
Tinnitus arising from the inner ear
frequently indicates more
permanent and serious disease.
Exposure to a sudden loud noise - a
gunshot or explosion, for example
results in tinnitus that subsides to a
low level of ringing for an extended
period of time. Disorders affecting
the cochlea (hearing center) of the
inner ear can cause tinnitus.
To find out more about this common
problem call…
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