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Register by September 30, 2018 and

Receive $60 OFF
SEHwAMgEﬂaMm:

(905)872-9240 ¢ www.scm.mymusicstaff.com
Located at: 89 Mountainview Rd S.
(In St. Andrews United Church)
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&, {Z¥ GEORGETOWN DAYCARE CENTRE

"~ AND NURSERY SCHOOL INC

Enriching the lives of Children
Since 198S5.
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Transportation
To/From
€ Local Schools

Full time Daycare

¢ Beautiful parkland setting at the Lucy Maud Montgomery Park
¢ Nutritious Lunches & Snacks made on site

Nursery School Program
Ages 2-5 yrs. Call for space.

479 Guelph|St., Norval 905-877-4376

LOCAT' ON 483 Guelph St., Norval 905-877-4375

www.georgetowndaycare.ca

theifp.ca

BACK TO SCHOOL

Christine Lacombe
Libby the chocolate lab is a St. John’s ambulance therapy dog that visits schools throughout the
year to help children cope with daily stress.

Meet the therapy dogs
helping kids cope with the
stress of going back to school

ALEXANDRA HECK
aheck@metroland.com

Maybe it’s the way her tail thumps against
objects when she wags it, or her cold wet
nose, or maybe the eyes that just beg to
keep petting.

Whatever it may be, children are ena-
moured with Libby, the 10-year-old choco-
late lab when she walks into a school.

As a St. John Ambulance therapy dog,
Libby visits Catholic schools in George-
town alongside a group of volunteers on a
weekly basis or more, to help students
cope with the stresses that come with
school.

“In a school you have this high energy,”
said Christine Lacombe, owner of Libby
and an additional guide dog, 14-year-old
Maverick.

She says she takes Maverick, who is quiet
and geriatric to long term care homes to
interact on a softer level with residents.

When Libby goes to school, it’s all

M-NHNASIUM®

The Math Learning Centre

Remedial to Enrichment Homework Help Face-to-Face Instruction

Build Skills, Build Confidence.

Every fall is a fresh start. Equip your kids with more
than new clothes and school supplies—give them

the skills and confidence to transform their year!

Our expert instructors teach each child individually,
using customized learning plans to help them set and
accomplish their academic goals all year long. We're
the authority in math education, with over 900 learning
centres worldwide.

Changing Lives Through Math™

wiggles and belly rubs.

“In the schools it’s very different,” she
said, noting that around exam time, Libby
can help liven up an atmosphere and lower
the anxiety and stress levels around stu-
dying.

“There’s a lot of anxiety in the school
system,” she said. “We see great benefits.”

Lacombe says she and her dogs attended
Halton Hills hockey tryouts as well, where
nervous players crowded around the furry
therapists, helping divert their focus from
worrying about their plays.

The St. John Ambulance therapy dogs
will be at the Georgetown Marketplace on
Aug. 25 to help relieve some stress for
back to school shoppers and to help recruit
more therapy dogs in the area.

“The key, a lot of people think, is extreme
training,” she said. “What we’re looking
for is a well-behaved pet.”

For more information about the therapy
dog program, visit the St. John Ambulance
website.

$100 off for Fall enrollment
Expires September 30th, 2018

Matt of Georg

905-877-9689
www.mathnasium.ca/georgetownon
369 Mountainview Rd. S.
Georgetown, ON L7G 5X3




