Proper hygiene key to reducing
spread of bacteria
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town Hospital, but there
has not been an outbreak,

or a situation similar to

that of the Markham-

Stouffville hospital.

"There have been cases

of Strep A at Georgetown
Hospital," said Emma Mur-
phy, interim manager of
Communications and Pub-
lic Relations with Halton
Healthcare, in an emailed
response. "However, it is
important to note that we
donot monitor or report all
cases of Strep A thatare en-
countered at our hospitals,
as this infection can cause
a wide range of condi-
tions."

Four of these cases were
in Burlington, one in Hal-
ton Hills, one in Milton and
two in Oakville. Last year
Halton public health re-
ceived 16 reports of the in-
fection, one fatal.

None of the cases in Hal-
ton have been related to
new mothers.

Group A streptococcus
can manifest itself in the
form of soft tissue infec-
tions or toxic shock syn-
drome.

Severe cases can result
in amputations, or death.

Only severe forms of
Group A strep are reported
to the public health depart-

ment.

Casesthat classify anin-
fection as clinically severe
are those associated with
streptococcal toxic shock
syndrome, soft tissue infec-
tions, meningitis or death.

In Peel Region there
have been over 60 reported
cases and six deaths since
January 2017.

There has been one fatal
case in Peel this year.

Need-to-know facts about strep A

Halton Region public health says that symptoms of a strep A infection
can start one to three days after being exposed to an infected person.

Invasive group A strep is rare, those at risk for infection have

compromised immune systems.

Individuals with cancer, diabetes, heart disease and HIV are among the
most susceptible, as well as children.

Proper hygiene is key to reducing the spread of the bacteria. Public
health recommends hand washing, covering your mouth or nose when
sneezing or coughing as well as refraining from sharing drinks and

cutlery.

The infection is treated with antibiotics. Those with the infection are not
contagious after 24 hours of antibiotic treatment.
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eVest. Ask us about it.

TFSA
eligible

Check out eVest, our high-interest savings account. New members get a
welcome rate of 1.85%* and current Tandia members also get an
outstanding rate of 1.60%. It's an attractive, flexible option for your tax-free
savings. You work hard for your money, now it can return the favour.

For details visit or call:
tandia.com/evest | 1.800.598.2891

Acton Branch — 350 Queen Street
Georgetown Branch - 187 Guelph Street

@tandia‘“

financial credit union

*Welcome rate applicable until April 30, 2018. On May 1, 2018, the everyday rate will resume (currently 1.60%). Interest is
calculated on the closing daily balance and paid monthly. Rates are per annum and subject to change without notice.
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