OPINION

Waking to howls at night

Sometimes
there's a good
reason
to dispatch
a coyote,
writes Ted
Brown

I'm areally light sleeper.

I drift off to sleep by fa-
miliar sounds in the old
farmhouse, but lately, al-
most every night that si-
lence has been shattered by
howling outside, robbing
me of a good night's sleep.

It's coyotes.

With the recent crisp,
cold nights we've experi-
enced, the sound travels
across the fields, making it
sound like they are right
outside the door.

Living in the rural areas
has its advantages, with
the solitude and the close-
ness to nature and wildlife.
But the wildlife is becom-
ing more and more brazen.

And we're not limited to
coyotes.

In spite of the fact ex-
perts maintain there are
none in this area, I'm cer-
tain there are brush
wolves, judging from their
size alone. And there's also
coydogs (half-breed dogs
and coyotes.)

The Ministry Natural
Resources and Forestry
(MNRF) reports coyotes
have become increasingly
brave, less intimidated by
humans or dogs.

We've always heard the
coyotes at the back of the
farm, yipping and howling
while chasing a rabbit. But
lately, they're much closer.

Years ago, I recall wak-
ing one night under a Feb-
ruary full moon.

It was so clear, one could
see across the field behind
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the house.

The howling sounded
like six coyotes, but was in
fact two as they chased a
rabbit across the field.

Therabbit had the edge -
he wassolight he could run
on the top of the snow,
while the heavier coyotes
broke through the crust in
the snow, slowing them
down.

Back then I enjoyed that
solitary howling of a coy-
ote, but that appeal is gone.

Now, after a fresh snow-
fall I find their tracks right
up to the buildings, and see
evidence of them pawing at
the doors into the barn.

They are attracted to
the sheep, and can smell
them inside the barn, but
they've never been this
close before.

Hamish, our border col-
lie, sometimes growls as
he's snoozing in the house
with us, if he hears them.
When The Sidekick and I
walk him to the barn at
night, we always keep our
eyes open and keep him
close.

Hamish does his bit,
marking every tree on his
way to the barn. Male dog
urineis one way of discour-
aging coyotes from coming
too close to the buildings.
They detect the presence of
a dog and are wary of the
area.

At the Brown Farm, we
are fortunate. Our sheep
are housed inside at night -
even in summer, and the
barnis secure, so the sheep
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are safe.

But other farmers
haven't been so lucky.

I've heard of coyotes tak-
ing down a beef calf or kill-
ing lambs with ease. Even
farmers with guard ani-
mals (dogs, donkeys or 1la-
mas) have had losses from
coyotes.

Coyotes are wily ani-
mals - part of the pack will
distract the guard ani-
mals while another two or
three attack from another
angle.

Personally, we've only
lost a few barn cats, so I
don't complain. But I never
let my guard down.

For those with pets liv-
ingin town, the MNRF sug-
gests fencing back yards,
keeping garbage in secure
containers and not feeding
the coyotes.

I don't see MNRF sug-
gestions as solutions. It's
simply a politically correct
way of commenting on a
problem, with
questionable results. Some
northern Ontario munici-
palities take a harder line,
offering bounties on both
wolves and coyotes to con-
trol their numbers.

Animal rights activists
are quick to throw up
their hands in horror, but
I'm sure they've never
seenalamb or calf carcass
torn to bits after being eat-
en alive by a pack of coy-
otes, not to mention con-
sidering the financial loss
to the farmer.

So be forewarned. If you
have a dog or a house cat,
keep a constant vigil when
they go outside to do their
"business."

If you don't, there might
be a coyote outside your
door instead of your pet.

— Ted Brown is a freelance
writer for the Georgetown
Independent and can be
reached at Tedbit@hot-
mail.com.
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Esquesing Historical Society/Photo

In an interesting alteration of a building that was originally a church, this circa
1925 photo shows Ruddy Car Garage and Sign Painting Shop on James Street.
Built in 1841, the structure was originally the Wesleyan Methodist Church, and
was moved to this site in 1876. After J.S. Ruddy, a Georgetown painter, died in
1931, the building was later used as a lumber shed by J.B. Mackenzie until the
end of the 20th century. Text courtesy of Heritage Halton Hills.

Nobody has anything to say
about the plight of seniors

The other day I received
my old age security pen-
sion and I noticed I got a $1
increase over the previous
month. What an insult!

The Liberal govern-
ment of Ontario mandated
the minimum wage be
raised to $14 an hour this
year, which works out to a
19.7 per cent increase yet
seniors received a raise
less than 0.33 per cent. Now
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I understand the OAS is a
federal matter while the
minimum wage is gov-
erned by the province yet
no one in any of the parties
either federally or provin-
cially have anything to say
about the plight of seniors.

I have nothing against
the minimum wage going
up because I feel that ev-
eryone has the right to up-
grade their lifestyle but I
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cannot believe that all poli-
ticians have ignored the el-
derly. We have paid taxes
for more than 40 years and
are still paying them yet we
are forgotten. The cost of
living keeps rising but our
pension is not keeping up.
It would be a breath of
fresh air to hear anyone;
Liberal, Conservative or
NDP fight on our behalf.
Sergio Barba
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