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With time change
comes road hazards

Just before the daylight saving time
change last week, there was a remind-
er to set the clocks forward one hour.

But during this time of year, there
should be another equally, if not
more, important reminder for driv-
ers— watch out for pedestrians.

The extra hour of sunlight, and the
coinciding warmer temperatures out-
side, are sure to result in more people
out and about enjoying everything
the town has to offer.

Residents will be populating patios
and parks again as the spring-like
weather entices them out of their win-
ter slumber.

One traffic fatality is too many.
Road safety is a shared responsibility
and all road users have an important
role to play.

So for pedestrians, be alert and get
rid of any distractions— like listening
to music or a podcast on the cell-
phone— when crossing the road.

The same goes for drivers with dis-
tracted driving still a major issue.

If the fines set for driving and tex-
ting aren’t enough of a deterrent, take
a look again at the sobering statistics
of traffic fatalities.

And a reminder for drivers— as of
_ this year, motorists must yield the
S entire road to pedestrians when
approaching crosswalks and school
crossings, and wait until pedestrians
have completely crossed the road.

Both pedestrians and drivers will
do well to slow down, and with the
imminent arrival of spring, just
breathe in the fresh air and relax.
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Letters to the editor

News will soon
all be online

Re: Editorial, We will Survive, Feb. 11,
page6.

As various newspaper companies
begin to close down, many people are
starting to wonder whether the larger,
and more successful newspapers will
stay alive as well.

Therising development of technolo-
gy would have an impact in the sales of
paper copy newspapers, and there are
various ways to go about this problem
in order to prevent future newspapers
from being killed off, such as going on-
line only to prevent a loss in sales.

Erika Winkler,
Halton Hills

You can't puta
price on water
Re: Water rates, Letters to the Editor,

March 3, page 6.
In regards to John Quinn’s letter in

The IFP on March 3. I did check my
water bill and determined that for our
home, which has two self-contained
apartments, five adult residents, and a
swimming pool, our annual water bill is
about $2,100 per year.

This is much higher than Mr. Quinn’s
water bill for two people at his home.

Mr. Quinn compared his average
annual bill to that of Flint, Michigan, in
my view a very odd choice.

In 2014 in a cost saving measure,
the City of Flint stopped getting its wa-
ter from Detroit and Lake Huron and
began drawing its water from the Flint
River.

Either due to incompetence or
willful blindness, proper testing and
filtering was not done. Residents com-
plained that the water tasted bad, had a
strange odour and came out of the tap
brown in colour.

Authorities insisted that the water
was fine and the sediment in the water
was not harmful.

It turned out the water from the Flint
River was more corrosive than from
Lake Huron and without the proper fil-
ter was corroding the water pipes.

This released lead that has been

used in the welding process in the pipes
that in many cases were over 75 years old.

In July of 2015, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency found that Flint water con-
tained two and half times the legal limit for
lead and that testing of children revealed
that they had lead levels in excess of permit-
ted safe levels.

Flint residents were told not to drink or
cook with the water from their taps and the
Governor of Michigan declared a State of
Emergency.

Authorities are not sure how to restore
the system, which may require the replace-
ment of the water system costing millions of
dollars.

These costs will be borne by taxpayers
throughout the state and country. Current-
ly, residents are being supplied with bottled
water.

Halton Region has perhaps the safest
water treatment and delivery systems in
North America. You get what your pay for.

Mr. Quinn pays just over $15 per week for
high quality safe drinking water and waste
water disposal— in my view an exceptional
value when compared to Flint, Michigan.

Doug Penrice,
Halton Hills



