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LITIGATIONlegal matters
What is social host liability, and how can I try
and avoid it?

This is a timely question with the holidays here
and people or employers having parties at which
alcoholic beverages are being served. There can
be a significant potential for liability with such
activities. Those acting as hosts may be held
responsible for injuries sustained by or caused by
employees or guests who become impaired and,
for instance, get into a motor vehicle accident
driving home. A host can try and reduce the
exposure to liability in such situations. Some
helpful considerations to try and minimize or
eliminate potential liability are to:
1. Ask people when they arrive if they are, or have
a designated driver;
2. Ensure there are many non-alcoholic beverages
and food options available;
3. At least an hour before the function ends, stop
serving alcohol and start serving non-alcoholic
beverages, including lots of water;
4. Arrange for cabs, including providing cab chits;
5. Keep watch and don’t hesitate to ask for
someone’s keys if you have concerns about their
ability to drive.
Be safe and enjoy the holidays. See you in 2016
at one of our three office locations, including
the Lounsbury Life & Group Insurance Benefits
building at 8 Guelph Street, Georgetown.

The advice offered in this column is intended for informational purposes only. Use of this column is not intended to
replace or substitute any professional, financial, medical, legal, or other professional advice.
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ASK THE PROFESSIONAL

Todd C. Hein
Litigation Lawyer

BRAmPTON OFFICE
350 Rutherford Road South, Suite 320
Brampton, Ontario L6W 4N6
PHONE 905 452 7400
FAx 905 452 6444

CALEdON EAST OFFICE
15955 Airport Road, Suite 201
Caledon East, Ontario
PHONE 905 584 4545
FAx 905 584 6565

OTHER OFFICE LOCATIONS:
Georgetown | 905 452 7400

Proud member of
B2C Halton Hills

RALLIS BURGER
&

GRILL

Come See Why We’re Voted #1 Breakfast Place
499 Bacon, Sausage or ham, 3 eggs, home fries & toast
649 Pancakes (and/or) French Toast, 3 eggs & home fries

Serving All-Day Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

OPEN
7 DAYS
AWEEK

8am-9pm

8-11AM
Mon-Fri
Specials

294 Queen St. Acton | 519-853-5775

www.rallisburger.com

$500 OFF any order of $25
or more before tax.
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CHURCHES &TEMPLES

familyhouseofworship@start.ca

Services EVERY Sunday
16 Adamson Street,

South Norval,
Halton Hills

Services starting
at 10am

GeorGetown
Christian
reformed
ChurCh
welcomes you!

Reverend Tom van Milligen
Youth Pastor: Brian DeBoer

sunday worship services:
10:00 am & 6:00 pm

11611 trafalgar road
(north of Maple Avenue)

905-877-4322
www.gcrc.on.ca

www.knoxgeorgetown.ca

Service Dial-in: 905-702-1629

God’s Word for
Today’s World.

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICES: 11:00 A.M.

Rev. Steve Boose

Chair-lift access available.
'Sunday's Cool' youth ministry program

for ages 4 & up.

116 Main St. S., Georgetown, ON
905-877-7585

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Rev’d Matthew Habermas, Pastor

Describers: A traditional, liturgical,

family-friendly congregation

Divine Service every Sunday at 10 am.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Lessons and

Carols service at 7 pm Dec 24

Christmas Day Divine Service Holy

Communion 10 am Dec 25

Epiphany Day Divine Service 7 pm Jan 6, 2016

100 Mountainview Road S
Georgetown L7G 4K6
905-877-1172

Our newly redesigned website:
www.georgetownlutheran.org

NEWS

On Wednesday, Dec. 9, just after 4 p.m., Halton 
Hills firefighters responded to a burn complaint 
in the area of Steeles Ave. and Hornby Rd.

On scene crews found thick black smoke vis-
ible and a large fire burning behind a vacant resi-
dential building. Upon further investigation it was 
noted that the fire was a large pile comprised of 
plastics, metals and other various products that 
are in violation of the Halton Hills Open Air Burn-
ing Bylaw. The fire was extinguished after it was 
determined there was no permit.

The occupant was advised of the requirement 
for burn permits for any future burns.

FIRE AT GDHS
On Thursday, Dec. 10, firefighters responded 

to an alarm activation at GDHS. On scene staff 
met with the principal, who advised that a gar-
bage can had been lit on fire in the boys wash-
room in the Tech wing. Building staff were not 
sure if it had been fully extinguished and there 
was significant smoke in that area of the school.

Approximately 1,682 students had to be evac-
uated. Halton Police was contacted to respond to 
the scene. There was no fire and the garbage can 
was moved outside. Ventilation procedures were 
started and the building was cleared. 

Firefighters respond to fire behind vacant building in Hornby


