COMMENT

Seize the opportunity to help during the global refugee crisis

By Melanie Hennessey
mel_hennessey@hotmail.com

I'm so proud to be a resident of Halton Hills
right now.

The way our community is stepping up to
help bring Syrian refugees to Canada is noth-
ing short of amazing. What better way to em-
body the season’s spirit of giving by helping
those who are in need of a fresh start at life?

My November column also focused on
this topic, and I waited with bated breath after
it was published to see if the people who've
been so vocally opposed to Syrian refugees
via social media would take the time to con-
tact me.

Fortunately I only received one such re-
sponse from a person accusing me of having
blatant disregard for law and order by endors-
ing the notion of Syrian refugees coming to
Canada, citing examples of them breaching
other country’s borders during their escape
from a warzone.

But this type of message, or any other neg-
ative commentary that I read, fail to sway my
opinion. In fact, they strengthen my resolve
to help the Syrians and any other refugees in
need, for that matter. As if these people aren’t
up against enough hardship— horrors that

The View From
Here

we will likely never fathom — they’re now be-
ing persecuted by total strangers.

And for what? Because of their actions
when faced with the choice of life or death?
We simply can't sit here and judge what these
desperate people are doing. They're trying to
survive and escape the best way they know
how from a place that I can only imagine is
hell on earth. We might be surprised at our
own behaviour if placed in the same situation.

What we can do is seize the opportunity
we've been given to help. That’s exactly what
Georgetown resident Josh Brake did, taking
his idea to help sponsor one Syrian family
and turning it into an umbrella organization
known as the Halton Hills Coalition for Refu-
gees (HHCR) to facilitate the sponsorship of
multiple families approved by the Canadian
government.

Through the coalition, groups of 15 fami-
lies are joining forces and each committing
to give $1,000 to help sponsor one family

and be involved in their resettlement pro-
cess. A matching $15,000 is then being raised
through a GoFundMe page (https://www.go-
fundme.com/HHC4R). All funds will be used
to provide the necessities of life for the family
for one year.

What an amazing, grassroots idea.

I look forward to the arrival of our first
refugee family and encourage everyone to get
behind the cause.

As Brake said, “We have the capacity to
help right now, and I think we should.”
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GEORGETOWN'’S MOST COMPLETE FITNESS & WELLNESS CLUB

* REFRESHING SMOOTHIE BAR

» 24/7/365 MEMBER ACCESS

* CERTIFIED PERSONAL TRAINERS
* GROUP FITNESS CLASSES

* LOCALY OWNED & OPERATED

* A+ RATING IN GEORGETOWN

INSTITUTE FOR
HEALTHY LIVING

905.877.0771 » 232-A GUELPH STREET, GEORGETOWN
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CERAMIC TILE

¢ GCeramic & Porcelain Tile
Installation

o Bathroom Renovations

* Kitchen Backsplashes

¢ Heated Floors

Dave LoDuca
416-989-7809
905-877-1936
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goodbye to chips, smudges & cracks
14 day wear nails now available
$10 off your first application with this coupon

Valid until December 31st, 2015
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Say hello to Shellac manicures and say !
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www.adamsonspa.com 905-877-1604 I
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Treatment |
Services '

905-877-8888

118 Mill Street Unit 101
Georgetown, Ontario L7G 2C5

4} Struggling with an addiction to
OPIOID Narcotics like heroin,
percocet, oxycontin, Tylenol#3,
doda, afeem or others?

3 Have drugs overtaken your life
causing MARRIAGE, MONEY or

SOCIAL PROBLEMS?
Are you ready to improve your In two or three weeks,
life? their faces are brighter,
) their mood is better,
& % We're here to HELP YOU. We they are turning their

offer a discreet, confidential and lives around”
easy methadone

treatment program.

Let us be your guide

9 available.
to recovery and help
you realize the JOYS Call BY OHIP
of living without To day'
drugs. :

118 Mill Street, Unit 101
Georgetown ON L7G 2C5

Georgetown Pharmacy

www.georgetownpharmacy.ca

GEORGETOWN

pharmacy Angelo Dias I .
Pharmacy Manager Monday to Friday 9:00am to 7:00pm
Saturday 9:00am to 4:00pm
’ 905-877-8888 Sundays and Holidays
angelo@georgetownpharmacy.ca 10:00am to 2:00pm
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