COMMUNITY

This mighty Maple tree on Prince Charles Dr. was bowed by the load of ice

(inset) and eventually split in half.

Photos by Margaret Mitchell

Ice Storm 2013 is remembeed

On the night of Friday, Dec. 20, 2013, freezing rain
began to fall on Halton Hills. By the afternoon of
Sunday, Dec. 22, devastation had come to town
and stayed for week. More than 30 mm of ice-coat-
ed trees, power lines and buildings with power out
for 100 per cent of the Halton Hills Hydro’s 23,000
customers.

Trees, limbs and hydro poles were snapped lit-
tering the streets. Some neighbourhoods’ power
returned later that day, but in other neighbour-
hoods, chaos was an unwelcome Christmas visi-
tor. Over the course of the week, crews came from
as far away as Ottawa and Sarnia swelling Halton
Hills Hydro's complement of 12 linemen to over
100, working 16 hours days. Town staff provided
support throughout: road clearing, tree trimming,
going on Community Watch at seniors residences,
fighting a house fire, and manning warming evac-
uation centres. Halton Police responded to calls,
directed traffic and also hosted a warming centre
at the Georgetown police station.

Volunteers and local churches jumped into the
fray, organizing volunteer drives for dinners for
hydro crews, Christmas meals, going door to door
with hot drinks and foods for those without power.

On the second anniversary of the disaster,
Prince Charles Dr. resident Margaret Mitchell
wrote about her experience:

It was an experience of a lifetime for most of
us— even though the damage wasn't as disastrous
as it could have been. Being only a week away from
Christmas, lots of residents were without electricity
for six to seven days before finally returning home.
Reliving that week, we were so lucky to be rescued
by a kind family and then by our daughter. Being
back home on New Year’s Day was a blessing. While
during this experience, I took time for photographs
and seeing the beauty of nature right in front of you
was overwhelming.

For a timeline of Ice Storm of 2013 go to http://
www.theifp.ca/news-story/5360633-timeline-of-
the-ice-storm-of-2013/
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& ¥ GEORGETOWN DAYCARE CENTRE
'@7@ AND NURSERY SCHOOL INC

Enriching the lives of Children Since 1985;
www.georgetowndaycare.ca

BEFORE & AFTER
SCHOOL PROGRAM

* Transportation To/From
Local Schools

* Ages 4-12

* Nutritious Snacks

* Homework Opportunity

Nursery School Program
Ages 2-5 yrs. Call for space.

Daycare - Full or P/T
Newborn - 12 Yrs

LOCATIONS
479 Guelph St., Norval 905-877-4376 ¢ 483 Guelph St., Norval 905-877-4375

Start driving

your auto insurance
savings further...

...with up to 30%" in savings & discounts

¢ Winter tires? Save up to 5%"

¢ Multiple vehicles? Save up to 15%*

¢ Hybrid or electric vehicle? Save up to 5%*

 College or university student? Save up to 10%*

¢ Additional savings* if you have multiple policies with State Farm®

Lora Greene, Agent

211 Guelph Street
Georgetown, ON L7G 5B5
Bus: 905-873-1615
www.loragreene.ca

PLUS, save up to an additional 25% with our new smartphone
app TELEMATICS!* A convenient app to help you learn more about
your driving habits, and potentially save.

Call me today. o StateFarm-

*Conditions apply. Certain products and services may not be available in all provinces and territories. The discount does not apply to certain endorsements
and additional coverages. Please note that the savings will automatically be applied to the premium at renewal. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply.
State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.
® State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance

1510024CN Company, used under Licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.

*
SALE

Dec 28,2015

RUNS BOXING
ne2016 WNTEEIK SALE -

Georgetown *
(Across from Canadian Tir

905-702-088
www.bathstudio.ca
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