NEWS

Parents to raise awareness about
vaccinations at Halloween bash

By Nelia Raposo
Special to The IFP

The Fox family of Georgetown is throwing a
Halloween party at Nashville North to cel-
ebrate their deceased daughter and raise
funds for research into vaccine safety.

The couple strongly believe their only
daughter would still be alive, perhaps help-
ing to plan her own sweet 16 party, had she
not been vaccinated.

“She loved Halloween. She was a wise
little woman. She spoke so well. She de-
manded having five or six hats so that she
could put on a differ-
ent one each time she
woke up,” David Fox,
president of the Katlyn
Fox Foundation, says.

The Katlyn Fox
Foundation is a par-
ent-founded  chari-
table foundation fo-
cused on raising funds
for independent sci-
entific research into
the safety and efficacy
of children’s vaccines.
Its funds go directly
to independent medi-
cal researchers as well

as vaccine awareness Laurie Brafield and David Fox created the Katlyn
groups, says the foun- Fox Foundation to honour the brief life of their
baby girl who died in her sleep at one year and

Katlyn Marie Fox ten months. The portrait they are holding was
died two months be- shot when Katlyn was three months old.

dation’s website.

fore her second birth-

day. She was born on

Oct. 31, 1999. One af-

ternoon, months after getting the latest reg-
ularly scheduled vaccine, she did not wake
up. Her official cause of death, according to
parents Laurie Brafield, 52, and Fox, 51, was
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS).

It's what medical professionals told them
off the record at the time and hindsight that
makes them think Katlyn’s death is related
to vaccine complications.

Every time she was vaccinated their
daughter broke out into hives, she would
cry in discomfort for days afterwards. After
getting the Mumps, Measles, Rubella one,
her parents say she had the worst reaction,
manifested in a scabbing rash that lasted
months.

“We are not anti-vaxers. Everyone makes
their own choices. We wish we had known
more before we made our choices,” Fox, an
elementary school teacher, says.

“The possible risk is much greater than
what we are being told. We believe this is

information that parents should have ac-
cess to,” say Brafield, who has a university
science degree and worked as a pharma-
ceutical sales representative.

“We want to share our story and get re-
search done by folks that are just as well-
trained as the folks working for the phar-
maceutical industry,” Fox said. “Those
same people who are saying vaccines are
beneficial will not be there if something
goes wrong. We wish we had known more”

“Are there going to be people who read
this and get upset? Probably, but we mean
well and we want to help people,” he says.

But he says the “Georgetown commu-
nity has been sup-
portive since day
one. The response
has been unbeliev-
ably supportive
and open-mind-
ed. I was getting
ready to have doors
slammed in my
-\ face when we first
i opened up about
this,” Fox says.

This is the sev-
enth-annual Katlyn
Fox  Foundation
| Halloween Dance
and Silent Auction.
Entertainment in-
cludes The Lion
Mountain  Trap-
pers band and top
40s dance music

Photo by Nelia Raposo disc jockey.

Local business-

es will be providing

a variety of food from savory pitas to pasta

to baked goods. The food sponsors include:

Pita Pit, Boston Pizza, Kelsey’s, Traditional

Taste Bakery, Tim Hortons and Da Chefs
Padella in Norval.

The goal is to raise $25,000. Funds raised
will be donated to Dr. Chris Shaw, a Univer-
sity of British Columbia professor research-
ing how adjuvants in vaccines affect the
central nervous system. Examples of his
work are available at www. Katlynfoxfoun-
dation.com

Tickets for the Friday Oct. 30 event ($25
in advance or $30 at the door) can be pur-
chased online at the foundation’s website
listed above, or in person at the follow-
ing local businesses: Norval Pancake Fac-
tory, 71 Mountainview Rd. N, Georgetown,
McMaster’s Meat & Deli, 110 Main St. S,
Georgetown, Integrative Wellness & Detox
Centre, 523 Guelph St. Norval, Bauhound
Haus, 276 Main St. E, Milton.
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If you have any concerns about the your home’s
electric system, call us for a complete checkup.

Nothing is more important than the safety of your family!
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'@;ZH AND NURSERY SCHOOL INC

Enriching the lives of Children Since 198;5_‘ ,
www.georgetowndaycare.ca :

BEFORE & AFTER
SCHOOL PROGRAM

* Transportation To/From

Local Schools
* Ages 4-12
® Nutritious Snacks
* Homework Opportunity

Nursery School Program
Ages 2-5 yrs. Call for space.

Daycare - Full or P/T
Newborn - 12 Yrs

LOCATIONS
479 Guelph St., Norval 905-877-4376 » 483 Guelph St., Norval 905-877-4375

Georgetown
TEMS NEEDED MOST THIS MONTH Breag
: Canned \egetables Canned Fruit Basket
e Meat o Cereal o Canned PaStak- s
ma‘?:rnsn? Al Sizes Except 3 ® Juice ® Cookie Your Local Food Bank

905-873-3368

Tues. 5-7pm ¢ Wed. 8:30-noon ¢ Sat. 8:30-noon
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