COMMENT

Weedeater, whipper-snipper, weed-whacker,
string trimmer? They're all the same

By Ted Brown
tedbit@hotmail.com

I'm not what one would
call an impulse buyer.

I've written about that
in the past. It's gener-
ally a pretty cold day in
hell when I go out and
purchase something that
might be construed as friv-
olous. But last Friday I had
my two grandsons with
me for the day, and when
The Sidekick came home,
we took the boys out to
dinner, then later dropped
them off at my daughter’s
place.

As usual, the boys
thanked us for keeping
them for the day, then
hustled into the house for
their television fix before
bed.

As my daughter and
son-in-law chatted, I spot-
ted something on the floor
of the garage.

It was a string trim-
mer— a big string trim-
mer— a big rechargeable
string trimmer.

Okay, I call it a string
trimmer, but there are a
zillion names attributed
to the same tool. There’s
the ‘weedeater’ (more of
a product name instead
of the generic name), the
whipper-snipper, weed-
whacker, and I'm sure
there’s lots more niclk-
names for the same tool.

My brother-in-law, for
example, not only calls
his a ‘weedeater, but he
has also adopted the word
as a verb... “The lawn is
done, so I'm just going out
to ‘weed-eat’ the flower-
beds..”

So there I was, in the
presence of my son-in-
law’s weed whacker, feel-
ing a bit envious. I picked
it up— it was fairly light
weight (and when you're
over the 60-year mark, the
weight of the tool is impor-
tant.)  gave it a few spins—

nice, really fast and a nice
manly buzz sound.

The Sidekick was first to
break my concentration.

“You should put that
on your Christmas list, or
even your birthday list’
she said, referring to how
my daughters are always
challenged, when it comes
to shopping for me for
Christmas.

“Okay, that's a nice
thought, I replied, “But
do I really want to receive
aweed whacker for Christ-
mas? The snow is kinda
deep..”

I added that my birth-
day is 11 months away-
again, along ways off.

Son-in-law Kevin car-
ried on with the product
demonstration, showing
me how it would tilt and
work as a sidewalk edger,
as well as the fact it was re-
chargeable.

I thought back, waaaay
back to the 1980s when we
bought a gas weed whack-
er on the farm.

It was a monster of a
thing, that could almost
cut down small trees. It
was brutal to use, but did a
great job. Later we owned
an electric one, that was
the opposite— weak and
pathetic, and was limited
to the length of your exten-
sion cord. The one in my
hands, was half the weight
of the gas one and had
one really nice feature— it
would run for 30 minutes
on a full charge. I com-
mented that was a good
thing.

“Only 30 minutes?” she
said, “That’s not verylong.

“Yup, that’s a great fea-
ture— it runs for 30 min-
utes, then I have to sit on
the verandah while it’s re-
charging...”

The next day we pe-
rused the weed whacker
display at Canadian Tire.

Geez, there’s zillions of
models available. One had

20-volt batteries, an-
other with 24-volt bat-
teries, and finally one
had a 40-volt battery,
with a four-year war-
ranty. After compar-
ing, The Sidekick and I decided on the 40-volt
model— sort of the ‘high-performance, street-
racing’ model of the group.

“It's only got one

we headed to the cash,
“Don’t you think it'd

able to run (only) 30 minutes before I have to
take a break.

sUNO Moy, SEXUAL ASSAULT & VIOLENCE INTERVENTION
SERVICES (SAVIS) OF HALTON
¢ Free anti-violence presentations to businesses/associations/schools

* Free confidential counselling
* Free 24-hour support line - anyone may call: 905.875.1555

905.825.3622 * Toll free: 877.268.8416 * www.savisofhalton.org

If you are interested in joining our Board of Directors please contact Ruth Perkins at boardofdirectors@savisofhalton.org
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Sexual Assault & Violence
Intervention Services

205-16 Mountainview Rd. S.
Georgetown ON L7G 4K1
905-702-2597

www.michaelchong.ca
michael.chong@parl.gc.ca

866-878-5556

Michael Chong

Member of Parliament

Wellington - Halton Hills
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Open House
Sunday, July 26th, 2015
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Tera Cotta Community Centre
18 High Street, Terra Cotta L7C 1P2

Best wishes Only /

Refreshments will be served
Contact James Rice

be a good idea to have |

Come to 33 Stewarttown Rd.
Home of the Georgetown
Little Theatre (GLT)
GLIC do what GLIC has done
for 9 years...
comedy gold from nothing
but the slimmest of ideas.

to see

create

When: July 23 - 8pm
Where: 33 Stewarttown Road
How much? $10 at the door.

Free Programming
for age 5-11

Brought to you by
Georgetown Christian Reformed Church

THERE'S SNOW
OTHER COMFORY

\ Aug 10-14 /

8:30-12:00
MILTON EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS

Every Wednesday is

g?“/zee Oample Day/

Stop on by to try something new'
Call Us Now!

905-636-0844

Milton Edible Arrangements!
Derry Rd. & Ontario St. e 6B-575 Ontario St. S.,
Milton Ontario, L9T 2N2

WE ARE OPEN AND DELIVERING 7 DAYS A WEEK

Games, Crafts,
Snacks & Singing

To register call
905877 4322

Online registration
@ www.gcrc.on.ca

New
Exclusive
Deal every

Wednesday!
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VISIT THE MILTON STORE TO GET YOURSELF A TREAT

By Cory Soal
R.H.A.D.

COUNSELLING
THE NEW HEARING
AID USER

The following few tips, if followed

correctly, will prolong the benefits and

enjoyment of better hearing:

* Do not get the hearing aid wet

* Do not leave the instrument
where it is too hot or cold

o Try not to drop the hearing aid

* Do not spray cleaning solution or
hair spray on the instrument

o Keep the instrument and batteries
out of the reach of small children
and especially pets

If any of the above problems do occur,
please don't hesitate to call.

The Georgetown AL

HEARING CLINIC

We care about your hearing!

Professional Arts Building
99 Sinclair Ave., Suite 210, Georgetown
905-873-6642

Serving the community of Halton Hills and surrounding areas since 1992

6298ed } exdjsyrmmm - s||IH uoj|eH - 441 3YL - ST0Z ‘€2 A|nf ‘Aepsiny)



