Town endorses outlet mall’s bid
to open on statutory holidays

Halton Hills Council has endorsed a bid by
Toronto Premium Outlets of Halton Hills
(TPO) to be open on statutory holidays.

The outlet mall located on Steeles Ave.
at Trafalgar Rd. in Halton Hills is seeking a
tourism exemption from the Retail Business
Holidays Act. The final decision will be made
by Halton Regional Council — voted on yes-
terday after press time— but TPO sought the
Town of Halton Hills’s endorsement at its fi-
nal council meeting in June.

TPO is seeking an Area Basis Tourist ex-
emption of the Retail Business Holidays Act
to remain open for most statutory holidays:
New Year’s Day, Family Day, Good Friday,
Easter Sunday, Victoria Day, Canada Day,
Labour Day and Thanksgiving.

Mayor Rick Bonnette said this is an op-
portunity for the Town to receive more mon-
ey and for local residents to pick up more
jobs.

“This is a good thing,’ he said. “Times
have changed (referring to regulated shop-
ping days)”

Speaking on behalf of TPO, Sandra Kai-
ser, vice-president of Corporate Affairs for
SmartREIT, said they are committed to work-
ing with the Town and Region on promoting
local tourism within its marketing plan.

As well, TPO has hired the BA Group to
“quite aggressively” work on a traffic mitiga-
tion plan to ease congestion in the Trafalgar
Rd,, Steeles Ave. and Hwy 401 area.

“We have implemented some changes ...
It's not perfect, we still have a lot more work
to do, but you have our commitment we
will continue to mitigate traffic,” said Kaiser.
Some of those changes include right only
entrances and controlled traffic and pedes-
trian patterns. They are also looking at get-

ting the traffic light timing changed.

TPO opened on Aug. 1, 2013 with 358,000
square feet and 85 outlet stores of luxury
brand retailers. Forty-three per cent of its
customers come from central Ontario, 35
per cent from Toronto and 12 per cent from
western Ontario.

Last year, 258 bus tours brought in shop-
pers from the U.S., China, Brazil and Ire-
land— already in 2015 to date that number
has doubled, said Kaiser. There are daily
buses from Union Station to the TPO bring-
ing Toronto hotel guests and residents.

The expectation, Kaiser said, as TPO's
reputation grows, it will attract the develop-
ment of a hotel in the area, leading to longer
trips and a potential spinoff to nearby local
tourist and shopping areas.

Kaiser pointed out that nearby shopping
centres such as Bramalea City Centre and
Square One Shopping Centre already have
exemptions.

Toronto Premium Outlets is a 50/50 part-
nership between Simon Property Group
and SmartREIT Inc. Simon Property Group
owns, develops and manages retail proper-
ties across North America, Europe and Asia.
SmartREIT Inc. owns and manages 151 retail
centres in Canada.

A Touch of Class

Flooring Kitchen & Bath

Exceptional Service, Products, Prices & Warranties

e Laminate
e Luxury LVT

28 Main St N Acton
519-853-1190

Summer is the time for backyard fun...
but did you know...

Certain electrical circuits in your house, such the one that
runs your pool, all exterior outlets, those in your kitchen and
bathrooms must have a Ground Fault interruptor. These
devices are crucial to the personal safety of you and your
family. If you are unsure whether or not you have GFls, or
if yours are constantly tripping, call the pros at Deker for an
inspection today.

Protect your family from electrical shock!
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EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

GEORGETOWN'’S MOST COMPLETE FITNESS & WELLNESS CLUB

* REFRESHING SMOOTHIE BAR

» 24/7/365 MEMBER ACCESS

* CERTIFIED PERSONAL TRAINERS
* GROUP FITNESS CLASSES

« LOCALY OWNED & OPERATED

* A+ RATING IN GEORGETOWN

INSTITUTE FOR
HEALTHY LIVING

905.877.0771 » 232-A GUELPH STREET, GEORGETOWN

Caié Service, Hof & Cold Foods, Gourmet Cofiees,

Ice Cream, Giffs, Arfisans liems and more.
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gg‘ The HUB
(Formerly the Ballinafad General Store)
4901 Wellington Road 24,

Ballinafad
Wellington County
eaas Sﬁap. @tue- USER PAY GARBAGE BAGS now available!

Corner of Trafalgar Rd N and 32 Sd Rd. like us on

thehubballinafad@gmail.com
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