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Local rising star, Dan Talevski to present at Sunday’s MuchMusic Video Awards

Sometimes, things just click.

They certainly have for Dan Talevski. At age
27, he’s already accomplished more than some
artists twice his age. Millions of people have
seen him sing on YouTube. He's been signed
to a major record label. Groomed for stardom
alongside Justin Bieber. Toured with Back-
street Boys. Worked in the studio with will.i.am.
Written songs for Shawn Desman, Danny Fer-
nandes, Keshia Chante and others.

And now, with Guilty as Sin, his debut single
for eOne Music Canada, he’s poised to take his
rightful place as Canada’s next musical sensation.

On Sunday, he will be a presenter at the
MuchMusic Video Awards. His single has hit
#12 in Canada and his music video is out on
Vevo and MuchMusic.

And it all began with a click.

“It was in 2007,” Talevski recalls. “I was just
searching YouTube for Justin Timberlake's vid-
eo for What Goes Around Comes Around. I saw
a couple of other people posting covers of the
song — and had millions of views. It was like a

lightbulb went on over my head. I
posted a 47-second clip of myself
singing the chorus, and when I
woke up the next day I had about
500 views. That number went from
hundreds to thousands to hun-
dreds of thousands very quickly.
Then I started getting fans email-
ing asking me to sing this song or
that song. I started doing that and |
millions of views were pouring in
weekly. It was awesome.”’

Soon, it got even more surreal.
A year to the day of his first posting as dan;jt87
— and after YouTube posted his first video of an
original song on its main page — Talevski was
whisked to Hollywood, where he became the
first male artist signed to a major-label record
deal via the Internet. Overnight, he was thrown
into the star-maker machinery.

“It was like going to college for an artist,’
Talevski recalls. “It was gruelling, but it was an
amazing experience. I was doing vocal train-
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ing beside Justin Bieber in Atlanta.
Then I moved to L.A., where I was
dancing eight hours a day, working
with a trainer and singing all night in
the studio. Will.i.am from the Black
Eyed Peas produced and rapped on
a single for me. I worked with Tim-
baland. I just soaked it all up like a
sponge.’

Even so, Talevski wasn't satis-
fied. The commercial pop he re-
corded wasn't his style; the melodies
weren't his own; the words weren’t
his thoughts. He felt no connection to his mu-
sic, had no control over his career. So he took
control. He came back to Toronto and began
finding his sound. Honing his craft. Putting ev-
erything he'd learned into practice.

That’s when things started to click. He wrote
songs and recorded with a who's who of Cana-
dian acts. He crossed the country opening up
for BSB. He found the right songwriters and
producers — identical twins RyanDan (former-

ly of B44, and more recently, Shania Twain’s
Vegas show) and Alex “Pilzbury” Vujic. The
first fruit of their labours is the R&B-influenced
Guilty as Sin, out Feb. 9.

“I've always had a slightly darker undertone,”
Talevski explains. “People look at me and they
expect to hear some corny little love song, but
I like to take it a little more mature and sexual.
I've been through a few things, so I took it to the
nextlevel”

Which is exactly where he wants to take his
music and his career.

“I'm so grateful that I'm doing it now and not
when I was 21" he says. “If I had put music out
then, I wouldn't be able to listen to it or watch
it. I'd be embarrassed. I'm glad that I ended up
having to wait; it turned out to be a blessing in
disguise. I want people to respect my writing and
vocal ability first and foremost. I want to perform
for people and connect with them on all different
levels. I'm really hoping my songs can take off”

He needn’t worry. After all, things are really
starting to click.
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legal matters
We work

ASK THE PROFESSIONAL
for you.
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When you’re buying a home you must pay the

What is the first time home buyer
land transfer tax refund?

Ontario Land Transfer Tax, which is a small
percentage of the purchase price but can end up

costing several thousand dollars.

If you are a first time home buyer you can get up to

a $2000 refund. To qualify, you cannot have ever
owned a home nor had an interest in a home. This

has the effect of hindering possible candidates if

you have a spouse (married or common law, as

Mark Hilliard
Mackenzie & Chapman
Barristers and Solicitors

defined in the Ontario Family Law Act). If you
never owned an eligible home (which is a home

occupied as your principal residence within 9

33 Main Street South .

Acton, ON L7J 1X3 months of the transfer), but your spouse did own

an eligible home while you were spouses, then

Tel: 519-853-1330 , . . .

Fax: 519-853-4645 you don’t qualify. Even if you never lived in your

spouse’s home, you wouldn’t qualify. Your spouse
Email: macchap@on.aibn.com

P would have had to have sold his or her house

before you became spouses in order for you to

qualify.

The advice offered in this column is intended for informational purposes only. Use of this column is not intended to
replace or substitute any professional, financial, medical, legal, or other professional advice.
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= Semi / Private $60 per Swimmer
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= o 1 week of 30 minute lessons (Mon-Fri)
‘za_ e Rebecca Sherk o Associated with the Lifesaving Society
= C. (647) 280-8598 o Swimming Instructor Certified
— wfherk@icloud.com o Lessons conducted in m
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ﬁ‘foung Inventors Day CQME.:‘;

One week of Experiments, Science Stuff,
Bible Lessons, Games, Songs & Crafts!

JULY 27-31 « 9AM - APM # GRADES 1-S &« $SO/CHILD

Bring your own lunch. Snacks provided. Friday is Pizza Day!
Safari Science Super Science Show - Tuesday Afternoon

Safari Science Reptile Show - Thursday Afternoon
v':‘“ i ;"& Includes Music Class, Craft & Snack
. ) Space is limited! Register Today §

AUGUST 24-28 « 930AM - 1AM « AGES 3-S5 & $3S/CHILD

To register contact: » info@gcfchurch.ca «905-873-9652
Georgetown Christian Fellowship 13619 Highway 7+~www.gcfchurch.ca
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on the following days -
Wed July 15,9:30 - 12:00
Thurs July 16,1:00 - 3:30 .

Fri July 17,9:30 - 12:00
Wed July 29,9:30 - 12:00
Thurs July 30, 1:00 - 3:30

Fri July 31,9:30 - 12:00




