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Halton District School Board trustees

| have accepted a compromise position on
| installing in its schools and other build-

ings a filter related to Internet access to
pornographic websites.

At the June 4 school board meeting
trustees decided on a filter that will be put
.| in place — likely sometime this fall — for
| the computer and handheld digital device-
related information searches done by kin-
dergarten to Grade 6 pupils.

An earlier motion that was expected to
B be considered by trustees but was never
s tabled called for an Internet filter that
would have been applied to the board’s
WiFi signal for students in all grades.

Board staff has said previously that
all Toronto and GTA public and Catholic
school boards already have some form of
Internet filter, most for many years.

After a lengthy, reasoned and at times
passionate discussion of the potential
merits and drawbacks of having an In-
ternet filter attached to the board’s Wi-Fi,
trustees voted 6-5 in favour of an amended
motion put forth by Milton trustee Donna
Danielli.
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YA HDSB approves internet filtering
1 for the younger grade levels

Voting in favour of a filter impacting
students only up to Grade 6 were Dani-
elli, Burlington trustees Amy Collard and
Kristen Lochhead, Oakville trustees Kelly
Amos and Kathryn Bateman-Olmstead,
and Halton Hills trustee Alice Strachan.

Voting against the filter were Burling-
ton’s Jennifer Hlusko and Dianna Bower,
Oakvilles Ann Harvey Hope and Don
Vrooman, and Milton’s Nancy MacNeill.

In barely passing the acquisition of a
filter; the board of trustees also agreed that
the cost to buy and install a filter to block
pornographic websites and their proxies,
and any annual subscription fee, not ex-
ceed $100,000.

The board’s chief information officer,
Bruce Smith, told trustees he expects the
initial cost and installation of such a filter
will be no more than $80,000 while the
annual subscription fee should be in the
$15,000 range.

There are some key considerations
around using a filter, he said.

Board staff has also noted repeatedly
that anyone with 3G or 4G electronic de-
vices with their own service provider will
not be impacted by a filter. Board staff also
will not be subject to the filter.

For full story, go to www.theifp.ca
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Students will enjoy dance classes includ-
ing Ballet, Jazz, Lyrical, Hip Hop, Musi-
cal Theatre, Jumps and Turns, Stretch
and Strength, Yoga, and Pilates along
with daily crafts, workshops, themed
days and of course our very popular Spa
Pampering afternoon. *Early drop off
and late pick up options are available*

Call today to book your appointment.
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improving their dance technique in
Ballet, Jazz, Lyrical, Contemporary,
Jumps And Turns, Stretch And
Strength, Acro And Tap.
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and gain valuable lessons in Ballet, Jazz,
Contemporary, Lyrical, Hiphop, Musical
Theatre, Stretch and Strength, Jumps
and Turns, Yoga and Pilates. Classes
will be offered in Pointe and Tap only to
those with experience. All dancers will
participate in five to six classes per day
taught by the Strictly Dance Staff as well
as guest teachers.




