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e-mail: hassellsauto@bellnet.ca
www.hassellautomotive.com

Spring is back, and so is our
8th Annual Super Spring SpecialNOW

ON!!
- Oil & Filter and complete top to bottom check over (Excludes synthetic Oil)

- Installation of summer tires (already on rims) included.

- Tim Card
- Windshield Washer Fluid

EXTRAS

Only

$4995
Call for an
Appointment

Craig
Barrager
Sales Representative

Buying or Selling. Call today to
find out what you need to know!

REA
L ESTATE CENTRE INC., BROKERAGE

DIRECT
416-704-5211
cbarrager@gmail.com

GLOBE PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

GLOBE
PRODUCTIONS

Produced by arrangement with, and the music and dialog material furnished by
TAMS-WITMARKMUSIC LIBRARY INC., 560 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10022.

AUDITIONS
ThursdayMay 8 & FridayMay 9

7:00-10:30 pm at the Old Armoury

To book an audition contact
Melissa Fischer at

missmelis@gmail.com

For more info visit our website at
www.globeproductions.ca

Open Wednesday to Sunday,
from noon to 5pm

515 Main St. Glen Williams

April 30th to May 19th, 2014

V I S UA L A RT S C E N T R E
Williams mill

www.williamsmill.com

New for 2014...
the Spring Fling Cafe

...and don’t miss the

Glen Williams Glass
Annual

SECONDS SALE
May 10 and 11

More high school students with the 
Halton District School Board might be 
eligible for busing at the start of the next 
school year.

Trustees are expected to vote at the 
May 7 board meeting on a recommenda-
tion that the walking distance policy for 
secondary students— used to determine 
eligibility for board-provided transporta-
tion to their school— be lowered to 3.2 
kilometres from the current 4 km bench-
mark for the 2014-15 school year.

The six trustees who commented on 
the issue at an April school board meet-
ing all indicated they liked the idea of the 
change, meaning it has a good chance of 
passing at the May 7 meeting.

The 11-member board of trustees also 
will consider harmonizing policies for 
the transportation of French Immersion 
and English program students.

The recommendations came to the 
board following a study conducted by 
Halton Student Transportation Services 
(HSTS), the consortium that consists of 
the Halton public and Catholic school 
boards.

The two Halton boards’ current home-
to-school distance criteria of 4 km is 
higher than the provincial average of 3.2 
km.

Catholic board trustees are expected 
to discuss similar student transportation 
recommendations in May.

“It is expected this reduction in walk-
ing distance will benefit both students 
and school communities, improving stu-
dent attendance, reducing administra-
tion and the associated stress for staff 
and students by nearly eliminating the 
need to authorize optional seats on bus-
es, and by reducing the need to provide 
student municipal bus passes in Oakville 

and Burlington….” stated part of a trust-
ees’ report on the recommendations, 
which were received by the public board.

The HSTS feasibility study deter-
mined the additional cost to the Halton 
District School Board to reduce the walk-
to distance for secondary students would 
be $155,482 and result in an increase of 
826 students receiving transportation 
services (from 2,543 to 3,369), an in-
crease of nearly 33 per cent.

Cost estimates are based on 2013-14 
HSTS contract rates.

The number of new students who 
would be eligible for busing would in-
crease the most at Georgetown District 
High School with 189 added at an esti-
mated cost of $29,672 more.

“I think by doing this we are going 
to help a lot of students,” said Oakville 
trustee and board chair Kelly Amos.

As for the other component of the 
proposed transportation changes, if the 
distance-to-stop-criteria for Halton pub-
lic board elementary French Immersion 
students attending HDSB schools was re-
duced to the recommended 0.80 km, the 
estimated extra cost will be $31,625.

It would result in no increase in the 
number of students receiving transporta-
tion services but bus routes may be lon-
ger for French immersion students, as 
buses will make more frequent stops.

Those additional costs would be 
shared on a proportional route by route, 
board-by-board basis.

“This harmonization will simplify 
scheduling and routing for the HSTS as 
well as providing flexibility for the inte-
gration of routes. It is expected access to 
transportation will be more convenient 
and equitable for families, which would 
be recognized by a reduction in the 
number of students being transported to 
school in private vehicles,” stated the re-
port to the public school board.

HDSB could change walking 
distance to high schools policy 
—  impact on GDHS students

By TIM WHITNELL
Metroland Media Group


