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. Police launch locally produced

“distracted driving video at GDHS

By LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer

Georgetown District High School stu-
— dents saw the deadly consequences of
o texting and driving in a hard-hitting Hal-
T ton Regional Police video launched at the
§ school last week.

The two-minute distracted driving
Vldeo made by police in partnership with
u_ Cogeco TV, Safe Communities Halton
@ Hills, GDHS, Halton Hills Fire Depart-
'- ment, Halton EMS, Z103, Tyler Transport,
Fred’s Towing and Anthony Acres, depicts
a mock crash caused by a texting driver in
which two people were killed.

The video is airing as a public service
announcement on Cogeco throughout
Halton, leading up to Canada Road Safety
Week May 13-19.

It can also be viewed at: http:/www.
tvcogeco.com/milton/gallery/tvcogeco-
shows/555-psas-how-tos and will be up-
loaded to YouTube and the Halton Re-
gional Police Service website.

“Since the inception of the Distracted
Driving law in 2009, the use of cell phones
and telecommunication devices is ram-
pant,” said Sgt. Chantal Corner. “ It is not
so much the people who talk on the phone
(although still against the law, but easier
to catch...), it is the texting as drivers keep
the phone in their lap to keep it hidden
which means their eyes are off the road.
One look at a text message takes a drivers
eyes off the road for 5 seconds — a long
time, especially when one is travelling at
high speeds.”

Last year Halton Police issued 4,905
Provincial Offence Notices for Distracted
Driving offences.

Corner said in the first quarter of this
year, 2,155 distracted driving charges
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police are focusing
on this offence and in
CHRIS PERKINS ¢ interest of public

safety are conducting
more enforcement in this area. Two, driv-
ers are still not getting it...it is a habit that
people can’t or won't break....perhaps un-
til it’s too late. A tough lesson to learn...as
the video so greatly depicts,” said Corner.

Halton Regional Police Superinten-
dent Chris Perkins said at the video
launch that during a Distracted Driving
campaign in April last year 650 tickets
for driving with a handheld device were
handed out by police in Milton and Hal-
ton Hills alone.

Perkins added in January and February
this year collisions in Milton and Halton
Hills were up 49 per cent— 25 per cent
of those were rear-enders. He said some
were due to weather conditions, but he
added he thinks texting was also a cause.

The fine for driving while using a
handheld device was increased to $280
last month, from $155.

Acting in the production, filmed in
Halton Hills in November, were George-
town high school students Emma Holt,
Konrad Posberg, Mike Bilodeau and Ben
de BoerSap. GDHS cosmetology students
Rebecca Henry and Caley Pelkeys did the
actors’ makeup. Keiran and Aidan Law-
son of Guelph also acted in the video.

Also appearing were Halton Police of-
ficers, Halton Hills firefighters and Halton
EMS personnel.
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INSTITUTE FOR
HEALTHY LIVING

232 Guelph St.,

A+ baoinstitute.com

EASTER SUNDAY
BRUNCH

10:30 — 2:30

Reservations Recommended

latitudefoodanddrink.ca
99 MAIN STREET SOUTH, GEORGETOWN ON | 905.702.9855

Easiter Swieets) & Breats

“ 'Place Your Orders Today’
EASTER HOURS: SAT, 9:30-6:00 rorooco,

- VISIT US FOR
ii] © British Easter Eggs
| ® Chocolate Treats
i ¢ Hot Cross Buns
* Fresh Made Bread & Buns
Hiller o Scottish Bakery

330 Guelph St., Georgetown

(opposite Canadian Tire)

905-877-0596

www.millersscottishbakery.com

Get the right financial answers

For more information on how we can help you meet your financial goals, please contact:

Douglas Riding Ba, crre, rMA

Investment Advisor

348 Guelph Street, Unit#3 Georgetown, ON
(905) 877-4579 | Email: doug.riding@ipcsecurities.com

Web: www.ridingteam.ca
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Mountainview Animal Hospital

Compassionate pet health care

In-clinic laboratory equipment and services
In-depth dental care -
Surgery
Microchipping —
Radiographs & ultrasounds
Behaviour & nutrition counseling
Affiliated with emergency /after hour services

Providing compassionate veterinary care, enabling you & your pet to share many quality years together

905-702-8822

HOURS

Monday - Friday: 8:00am - 7:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am - 12:00pm
Sunday - Closed

Mountainview Animal Hosnital+

Mountainview Rd s. Il
Sth Line

Welcoming
new patients!

HWY 7
Delrex
Argyll Rd

Main Street
8th Line

Georgetown, ON

www.mountainviewanimalhospital.ca



