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%_ The Halton Catholic District School
@ Board has hired its first female director
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of education.

Dawson is coming from a school
board with just 17 elementary and
four high schools, serving about 8,700
students, to oversee the Halton Catho-
lic board’s more than 29,000 pupils at

43 elementary and

The appointment of Paula Daw- eight secondary

son to the top administrative role was schools.
= announced at Tuesday’s public board In an interview,
meeting, where she was briefly intro- Dawson said she
duced to trustees and senior staff. doesnt see the
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Dawson will replace current educa-
tion director Michael Pautler, who an-
nounced his retirement earlier this year
after five years with the board.

Currently a superintendent of educa-
tion with the Wellington Catholic Dis-

move up to the
top job at a much
bigger board as
an intimidating
task.

“It's bigger but

trict School Board, serving Guelph and PAULA the work is the
Wellington County, Dawson will assume DAWSON same. Its more
the head administrator’s position with people to help

the Halton Catholic board on Aug. 31.

She becomes the board’s sixth direc-
tor of education.

“The board is confident that her ex-
tensive experience, commitment to ex-
cellence and devotion to working with
all stakeholders will provide the ongo-
ing vision, caring and direction to en-
sure that our Catholic schools continue
to thrive and serve the needs of our
students, our families and our commu-
nity,” said Diane Rabenda, chair of the

board.

you. It's exciting. It's not daunting be-
cause I know the people in there and
what they can do.”

As she made the remark the presi-
dent of the Ontario English Catholic
Teachers Association (OECTA) Halton
elementary unit, Richard Brock, walked
by and said, “It’s an outstanding selec-
tion,” he said of Dawson.

For the past 26 years Dawson has
served in a variety of education roles
including the Catholic District School
Board of Eastern Ontario, the London
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District Catholic School Board, the Hal-
ton Catholic District board and the Wel-
lington Catholic board.

She was vice-principal at St. James
School (2000-01) and principal at St.
John (2001-05)— both in Oakville. She
also was an education officer with the
Ministry of Education (2005-07) and has
been at the Wellington County Catholic
board since.

“It’s nice coming back here because
I still know a lot of people. A lot of the
senior (administrative) team were pre-
viously with me as principals,” when
she worked at the Halton board as a
curriculum consultant in information
and communication technology

She describes her management style
as “very collaborative. I'm open to sug-
gestions. I'm not quick to judge. You
have to garner trust.”

Dawson, 50, is single with no chil-
dren and lives in Guelph. She just had
a home built in the south end and said
she is not that far from the board’s main
office in Burlington.

Dawson attended St. John's College
in Brantford, completed her undergrad-
uate degree in religious studies at Mc-
Master University, her teaching degree
at Brock University and obtained her
master’s degree in educational technol-
ogy from Charles Sturt University.
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Tee time

At the recent Mayor's Her-
itage Golf Tournament
longtime volunteers BIll
and Kathy Sanford took a
novel approach to sinking [
a putt at the Blue Springs £
Golf Course. A total of 97
golfers took part. (Right)
John Dack of Acton lines
up a putt while Christina
Carere looks on during i
a putting contest at the e
recent Paul Murr Memo-
rial Golf Tournament at Blue Springs. This year's
event drew 175 golfers and raised approximately
$55,000 for the Canadian Cencer Society and Can-
cer Assistance Services Halton Hills.

Photos by Ted Brown/Eamonn Maher
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Association of Hearing
Instrument Practitioners of

* Lord’s Supper 10 A.M. « Ministry Meeting 11:00 A.M.
* Fellowship Lunch 12:00 P.M. * Ministry Meeting 1:00 P.M.
Meeting In: Georgetown Seniors Centre

Address: 318 Guelph Street
Phone: 905-873-1005 Website: www.haltonhillshiblechapel.com

New Location:

Famlly House 16 Adamson Street, South
of WORSHIP  Norval, Halton Hills

familyhouseofworship @start.ca Services starting at 10 am
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Meeting Location:

Mold-Masters SportsPlex - Gordon Alcott Heritage Hall
221 Guelph St., Georgetown

Pastor Sandra & Blair Dalziel 647-786-8594

info@spiritwaveministries.ca www.spiritwaveministries.ca
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| needed to take an impression of
my new patient’'s mouth in order to
have his dentures made. The
material | had prepared was ready,
and | placed the impression tray in
his mouth. When | removed the
tray, | noticed a large air bubble in
a critical area. “I'm sorry”, | told the
patient. “I haven't made a very
good first impression.” “What do
you mean?” he asked in surprise.
“| think you are very nice.”

“Wayne Gretzky is the first person
to appear on a can of Campbell’s
Soup,’ says Jay Leno. “That makes
no sense, to put a hockey player

on a can of soup. It's probably the
only thing you can eat without
teeth”

Great Britain:

Workmen at Blackpool Pleasure
Beach were surprised when they
drained a lake underneath the
amusement park’s Big Dipper
roller coaster. They found in it, a
pile of false teeth that had fallen
into the mouths of screaming
passengers. One newspaper
promptly renamed the ride the
“Molar Coaster.”

For dentures that stay put, give
our office a call!l

WE BUILD BEAUTIFUL SMILES!
Consultations are always free!!

18 Church Street, Georgetown 905-877-2359

Ontario recommend a 30 day
time period in which they
may return their hearing
aid(s) if they are not
completely satisfied. (There
may be a service fee charged
if an aid is returned). The
criteria for satisfaction of the
hearing aids is that you find
them beneficial. You have the
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We care about your hearing!

Professional Arts Building
99 Sinclair Ave., Suite 210, Georgetown

905-873-6642

Serving the community of Halton Hills and surrounding areas since 1992




