Woman not fooled by shopper scam

By LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer

A Georgetown woman immediately
knew that a cheque mailed to her was a
scam and she wants other people to be
aware of it so they don’t become victims.

Last week, Patty Talana received a
$3,993 cheque from a company and a let-
ter informing her that after
checking her references and
resume she had been selected
to be a mystery shopper even
though she had never applied
for the job. It outlined her
pay, and how she could move
up in the company.

She was to deposit the
cheque at her bank, then
make two Western Union
transfers to women in the
amount of $1,750 and $1,453.
She was also instructed to
call a number to get her mys-
tery shopper assignments at
retailers Walmart, Kmart,
Home Depot, Best Buy, Sears
and J.C. Penney.

Talana, who worked in
banking for 25 years, said
those who get taken in by the
scam would be out the mon-
ey they transferred when the
cheque doesn't clear.

She contacted Halton Po-
lice, who put her in touch with the Canadi-
an Anti-Fraud Centre, where she said they
were aware of the scam.

“I'm afraid because it (the cheque)
does look very professional. It's clearly a
cheque that can be negotiated,” said Ta-
lana. “Somebody that doesn’t know could
fall prey to this.”

Recently, a similar incident occurred in
Burlington.
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Patty Talana and the
bogus cheque that was
mailed to her to be a
‘mystery shopper’.
ton Police say the scam
is @ common one in the
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Halton Regional Police fraud unit Det.-
Sgt. John Mans said the mystery shopper
scenario is one of the most common scams
or schemes police come across in Halton,

“We get about one call per week about
the mystery shopper,” Mans said, noting
it is only exceeded in popularity by the
‘erandson’ scam, where someone calls
claiming to be a grandson and in desperate
need of money to be sent to them quickly.

People who claim to be
able to fix a problem with
your computer from a remote
location, for a fee, is also a
common fraud, he said.

As for the mystery shop-
per scam, Mans said people
who are able to get a bank to
cash the cheque sent to them
could be held responsible to
pay the entire amount of the
funds back to the bank. How-
ever, since the bank itself
was duped into cashing the
cheque it doesn’t usually de-
mand the person reimburse
them for the full amount, he
said.

Most reports Mans sees
now related to mystery shop-
ping contain information
relayed by a wary public,
not complaints from people
who said they sent money
and now think they've been

Hal-

scammed.

“So people are learning. If it’s too good
to be true, it usually is. People just need to
take a little time to check these things out,”
said Mans.

“We're finding more and more lately
that the money (wiring) services are speak-
ing to (questioning) these people,” trying to
send money along to others via services like
MoneyGram or Western Union, he added.
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Audiology and Hearing Aid Centre

can (905) 877-0099

($60 value, Age 55+)

Yes, we have INVISIBLE hearing instruments!

Over the last 3 years, hearing instrument technology has advanced so they are
small enough to fit deep into the ear canal allowing for use during active sports.
This is one of many tiny options available. For some patients, the open fit option
is preferred. These miniature options are available .

in all price ranges of high performance digital
instruments. Hear the difference for yourself.
If you’ve forgotten what fair, professional
service feels like, call us and prepare to be
amazed! SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

to hook your complimentary hearing test

GEORGETOWN 211 Guelph Street, Suite 1 (M&M P/aza across from l/l//nners)
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MY TIME <

PLUS

*1,00
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ADDITIONAL

CASH
BONUS

FOR NISSAN CANADA FINANCE CONTRACTS

Innovation

that excites

2013 NISSAN ROGUE S FWD

« SPECIAL EDITION

* The only CUV with Available Around View® Monitor CVT automatic transmission, Bluetooth, Rear Sonar
Sensors, iPod Connector, A/C, Pwr Windows & Locks, Heated Mirrors, etc;

9,000

§2—5,’378 DISCOUNT

3,750 s
$22 258

SAVINGS AVAILABLE

20,378

SENSORS

Vehicle not exactly as shown

OR 0% FOR 84 MONTHS PI.llS $1(](](] AI]I]ITIIJNAL

2013 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5

%23, 698

$2,533 DISCOUNT
$21,165 SALE PRICE
$1,695 FREIGHT
$135

2.5L 4cyl, 182 HP Engine, Cut Automatic

Transmission, Air Conditioning, Power

windows/Locks/Heated Mirrors, Blue Tooth,

Push Button Start, ETC.

A/C TAX, OTSF & OMVIC

22,995

PLUS
HST+LIC

PLUS $1000 ADDITIONAL SAVINGS AVAILABLE
585 STEELES AVENUE, MILTON

www.miltonnissan.ca « 905.878.4137

P lton
NISSAN

*Cash purchase offer for 2013 Nissan Rogue (W6RG13 AAQO) is plus paint charge if applicable and HST. Cash offers for Nissan

Monday - Thursday

Friday

Saturday

SALES DEPT. HOURS:

9:00 - 9:00
9:00 - 6:00
9:00 - 5:00

Marin StHvly 25
i

Main St.

James Snow Parkway

Rogue (W6RG13 AA0O)/Altima (T4LG13 AAOO) Titan (3CAG73 AAOO) are plus paint charges if applicable, HST and Lic fees.
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