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Who killed 
Paavo 

Henttonen?

It was shortly after midnight when Paavo 
(Paul) Henttonen was dropped off by a taxi 
at his Rosetta St. apartment following an eve-
ning at the Barber Towne Pub 11 years ago. 

Hours later he was found dead in his 
blood-splattered apartment. Police said he 
had been stabbed repeatedly with a kitchen 
knife.

At the time, Halton Regional Police 
spokesperson Sgt. Val Hay called the May 17, 
2002 murder “a real whodunit.” 

Today, following an initial two-year inves-
tigation and many reviews of the cold case 
by investigators, the identity of Henttonen’s 
killer(s) remains a mystery.

The 54-year-old man’s body was found by 
an employee of his scrap metal and pop ma-
chine repair business.

“The crime scene was fairly extensive and 
horrifi c at the time,” said Det. Sgt. John Mans 
of the Halton Regional Police Service Homi-
cide and Regional Fraud Unit.

Henttonen, who was estranged from his 
wife, died of multiple stab wounds from a 
large knife, believed to have come from his 
apartment. Mans said it’s quite possible who-
ever killed him may have been injured.

“There was blood everywhere,” he said. 
“There was hair, there were fi ngerprints. Ev-
erything you can possibly think of was gath-
ered. To date that evidence has not identifi ed 
who the person was.”

Some witnesses had reported that Hent-
tonen had recently won a couple thousand 
dollars in the lottery.  Mans said money was 
taken when he was killed, but it’s unknown 
if that was the sole motive or due to an “op-
portunistic moment.”

There was other things in the apartment 
police believe would have been removed if 
robbery were the only motive, he said.

Shortly after the murder, Hay said there 
was no sign of forced entry, the apartment 
wasn’t ransacked, and it didn’t look like there 
had been any struggle or fi ght.

Tomorrow marks the 11th anniversary 
of the murder of the 54-year-old...

Halton Hills’s only unsolved homicide
By LISA TALLYN

Staff Writer

See POLICE, pg. 3

Halton Police issued this reward poster soon 
after Paavo (Paul) Henttonen was murdered 
in his Rosetta Street apartment.
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