Chong seeks to speak his mind
freely in the House of Commons

By LISATALLYN
Staff Writer

Wellington-Halton Hills MP Michael
Chong has joined other Tory MPs who
have stood in the House of Commons
to defend their right to speak their
minds without prior consent of their
party leadership.

On Monday, Chong threw his sup-
port behind Conservative colleague
Mark Warawa who set off the revolt
last month when his attempts to raise
the issue of sex-selective abortion were
stymied by Prime Minister Stephen
Harper’s wish to honour his promise
not to visit the issue again.

An all-party committee ruled Wara-
wa’s private member’s motion asking
Parliament to condemn sex-selective
abortion was non-votable, killing it
before it could be debated. When the
MP tried to complain about that in the
Commons he was struck from the ros-
ter of MPs who wanted to make state-
ments.

When asked Tuesday about join-
ing the revolt, Chong said he wouldn’t
characterize the position he took as a
“revolt.”

“The speaker has been asked to re-
view the rules concerning Member’s
statement, so he’s asked for Members
of the House to provide their views on
this issue,” said Chong. “That’s exactly
what I did.”

“In my view it’s a fundamental right
by Members of Parliament to represent
their constituents by speaking in the
House of Commons and no party, no
whip, no party house leader should be
able to prevent a Member from speak-
ing in the House of Commons.”

Chong said he thinks Harperis “open
to changes to member’s statements.”

I think he is open to a review of the
rules governing Member’s statements
and I'm hoping the Speaker will ful-
ly consider the points I made to him
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(Monday).”

Chong’s been concerned about the
“erosion of the role of individual MPs
to hold the government accountable.”

“I feel strongly over the last 40 years
the role of the Members of Parliament
(MPs) has been weakened and I think
that’s to the detriment of Canadian de-
mocracy and the very Canadians who
elected us to represent them.”

He said he thinks the control by
whips and the party house leader “has
gone too far in the House.”

He acknowledges their right to dis-
cipline MPs who say things that aren’t
consistent with party policy, “but that
discipline cannot include preventing a
Member from speaking in the House of
Commons.”

Chong said he’s heard support for
his position from both other MPs and
his constituents.

Glengarry-Prescott-Russell MP
Pierre Lemieux also joined the rebel-
lion Monday.

With files from Torstar News Service
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Specialized dentistry for infants, children, ’reenogers
and all patients with special needs.

New Patients Welcome!

Dentistry

No referral necessary.
13219 15 Sideroad, Georgetown

905-877-0900

Fax 905-877-0500

Family Owned & Operated for Over 25

MG@EMILLAN'S

HWY. 7, 1T MILE WEST OF ACTON 519.853.0311

Go to our website and sign up to receive our store specials by email: www.macmillans.ca
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Pasta Alla Vodka

Dinner in a half an Hour

2lbs $2.49- (reg. $7.99)

Mini Cranberry &

Brie Phyllo Purses

15 Bite Size Pieces
Only $6.99 (reg. $10.99)

454 g - 4 Large Pieces
Only $3.99 (reg. $7.99)

Ale Battered Haddock Fillets

Great with Straight cut Fries!!

Stuffed Potato Skins
Approx. 15-18 Skins per Bag!!

$5.99 (reg $8.99)

Stuffed With Chives, Cheese & Bacon!!

Mix and Match
8’ Lattice Pies

Choose From:

Bumble berry
While Quantities Last

2 for $6.49 (reg. $4.99¢a)

Carmel Apple, Peach Raspberry or

Gluten Free, Nut Free and Dairy Free
Coffee Cakes

Lemon Cranberry, Cherry,
Pineapple /Caramel , Mixed Berries or Chocolate
Marble Chip
$6.99- 450 g. (reg. $9.99)

Many More Gluten Free Products Available

Double Chocolate
Brownie Batter
Just Scoop & Bake
$3.99 (reg. $10.99)

Assorted Peas- 1kg $2.99 (req. $3.49)
Petite Peas - 1kg $3.49 (reg. 3.99)
Sweet Yellow Corn- 1kg $2.99 (reg.$3.49)
Peaches N Cream Corn- 1kg $3.49 (reg. $3.99

Crispy Straight Cut Fries
5 1bs

Only $4.99 (reg. $10.99)
ake Great in the Oven!!
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AOLDE HIDE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
M-F 9am-7pm
Sat. 10am-6pm
Sun 10am-5pm
Like us on Facebook!

~  SENIORS

10% OFF EVERY
'WEDNESDAY
(REG. PRICED

MERCHANDISE)
HOUSE

Servirg Actoee and Area

45 Mountainview Road North

- Tim Card
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AUTOMOTIVE SALES & SERVICE

SPRING is back, and so is our
7th Annual SUPER SPRING SPECIAL

- Oil & Filter and complete top to bottom check OVer ecudessyntneticoin
- Installation of summer tires (already on rims) included.

- Windshield Washer Fluid

Georgeto_wn, Ontaro

e-m

ail: hassellsauto@bellnet.ca

www.hassellautomotive.com
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