
“I thought I would just give them the paintings and they would hang them on a wall 
somewhere and that would be the end of it,” said Helson, to 
laughter from the crowd. “But I’ve had so much enjoyment 
out of what’s happened.”

Helson said neither he nor his late wife Marg knew much 
about collecting art— but they made a good pair because 
while he is colour blind, Marg had good colour vision.

Helson said it was friends of theirs that got them started 
in collecting about 50 years ago when they gave them a gift 
of an A.Y. Jackson paint-
ing.

“That really started it,” 
he said. “An A.Y. Jackson 

original, we couldn’t be-
lieve it.”

They talked to artists 
and dealers for about a 
year before they began 
buying art, and they 
learned a lot,  he said.

“The end result of that is we ended up with what I 
think is not a bad collection of paintings.

“We had a lot of fun with them and I couldn’t think 
of anything better to do with them than give them to the municipality so that everybody 
can enjoy them,” said Helson.

He gave the painting to the Town “without any restrictions, they can do with them 
what they like,” he said. “What they’ve done, putting them in a gallery, I think that is just 
tremendous,” he said.

“I hope everyone that comes here enjoys the paintings as much as I have over the 
years. It’s been a great pleasure and I hope it lasts an eternity.”

Chong thanked Helson for the gift and announced an investment of $350,000 from 
the Canada Cultural Spaces Fund of the Department of Canadian Heritage for upgrades 
to the Halton Hills Cultural Centre to support Canadian arts and culture.

The investment has contributed to the renovation of the Helson Gallery.
“The Government of Canada strongly believes in Canadian arts and culture,” said 

Chong. “That’s why we are proud to support this collection of iconic Canadian art that 
includes paintings from the Group of Seven. Local residents will now be able to see 
these works for years to come,” said Chong.

For a full listing of donated works or to read the full appraisal of the Helson Collec-
tion visit haltonhills.ca/gallery.
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Georgetown resident Nor-
ma Chase’s bank account is 
looking a lot healthier today 
after her lottery numbers 
came up recently.

Chase won $100,000 on 
ENCORE in the Feb. 22 LOT-
TO MAX draw.

A regular ENCORE player, 
Chase bought the ticket at 
Ballinafad Farm Market on 
Trafalgar Rd.

“Years ago, I missed out on 
a lottery win because my hus-
band didn’t play my numbers 
for me and sure enough, they 

came up. I’ve been waiting for 
another winning ticket since 
then!” explained Chase, at the 
OLG Prize Centre in Toronto 
to claim her prize.

She checked her numbers 
online, but didn’t know she 
had won for sure until she 
validated her ticket at the 
store.

“I’m still on cloud nine! I 
tried to do my ‘happy dance’ 
but no-one noticed!” she said.

She added she has no plans 
just yet for the windfall but 
will think about it.

Acton woman wins $100K

NOrma chase OLG photo
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*Bi-weekly lease only available on 2013 Honda Fit // 2013 Honda Civic // 2013 Honda Accord // 2013 Honda CR-V models on 48 and 60-month terms only. Limited time lease offers on any new 2013 Honda Fit DX (Model GE8G2DEX) // 2013 Honda Civic DX Sedan (Model FB2E2DEX) // 2013 Honda Accord LX Sedan (Model CR2E3DE) // 2013 Honda CR-V LX 
2WD (Model RM3H3DES) models available through Honda Financial Services Inc., on approved credit. Representative biweekly lease example: based on a 2013 Honda Fit DX (Model GE8G2DEX) // 2013 Honda Civic DX Sedan (Model FB2E2DEX) // 2013 Honda Accord LX Sedan (Model CR2E3DE) // 2013 Honda CR-V LX 2WD (Model RM3H3DES) on a 48 
month term with 104 bi-weekly payments at 2.99% // 2.99% // 3.99% // 2.99% lease APR and$100 // $0 // $100 // $100 customer incentive deducted from the negotiated selling price before taxes (customer incentive can be combined with subvented rates of interest offered by Honda as part of a low rate interest program). The bi-weekly payment is $77 
// $82 // $135 // $139 [includes $1,495 // $1,495 // $1,640 // $1,640 freight and PDI, EHF tires ($29), EHF fi lters ($1), A/C tax ($100 except Fit DX and Civic DX), and OMVIC fee ($5)] with $1,989 // $1,529 // $2,042 // $2,501 down payment or equivalent trade-in, $0 security deposit and fi rst bi-weekly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation 
is $9,997.08 // $10,057.10 // $16,081.45 // $16,956.77. 96,000-kilometre allowance; charge of $0.12/km for excess kilometres. For all offers: license, insurance, PPSA, and other taxes (including HST) are extra. Taxes payable on full amount of purchase price. Offers only valid for Ontario residents at Ontario Honda Dealers. Dealer may lease for less. 
Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Vehicles and accessories are for illustration purposes only. Offers subject to change without notice. See your Ontario Honda Dealer or visit HondaOntario. com for full details. ◆◆Based on Association of International Automobile Manufacturers of Canada (AIAMC) data refl ecting sales between 1997 and December 
2012. ‡Does not replace the driver’s responsibility to exercise due care while driving. ΔText message and e-mail functions are only compatible with certain devices.
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ENHANCED 2013 CIVIC DX
CANADA’S FAVOURITE CAR 15 YEARS IN A ROW**

STANDARD FEATURES ON ALL 2013 CIVIC MODELS INCLUDE:
•NEW BOLD EXTERIOR LOOK AND NEWLY REFINED INTERIOR 
• FUEL SIPPING ECO ASSIST™ AND ECON BUTTON 
• AND MUCH MORE!

MODEL FB2E2DEX

$82@2.99%
BI-WEEKLY LEASE FOR 

FOR 48 MONTHS WITH
$1,529 DOWN PAYMENT/OAC
AND $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

THE ALL-NEW 2013 ACCORD LX
2013 CANADIAN CAR OF THE YEAR

STANDARD FEATURES ON ALL 2013 ACCORD  MODELS INCLUDE:
• 17” ALUMINUM-ALLOY WHEELS • HEATED FRONT SEATS • REARVIEW CAMERA‡ 
• E-MAIL AND TEXT MESSAGE FUNCTIONS • BLUETOOTH® • AND MUCH MORE!

MODEL CR2E3DE

$135@3.99%
BI-WEEKLY LEASE FOR 

FOR 48 MONTHS WITH
$2,042 DOWN PAYMENT/OAC
AND $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

2013 CR-V LX
2013 IIHS TOP SAFETY PICK: SMALL SUV

STANDARD FEATURES ON ALL 2013 CR-V MODELS INCLUDE:
• MULTI-ANGLE REARVIEW CAMERA‡ 
• BLUETOOTH® WIRELESS PHONE AND AUDIO INTERFACE 
• EASY-FOLD-DOWN 60/40 SPLIT REAR SEATBACK • AND MUCH MORE!

MODEL RM3H3DES

$139@2.99%
BI-WEEKLY LEASE FOR 

FOR 48 MONTHS WITH
$2,501 DOWN PAYMENT/OAC
AND $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

Introducing 

new Honda… INCREDIBLY LOW PAYMENTS
Available on our most popular models

Helson, his wife Rosanna, Mayor Rick Bonnette 
and Wellington-Halton Hills MP Michael Chong cut 
the ribbon officially opening the gallery following 
words of appreciation from the mayor, Councillor 
Jane Fogal and Chong to Helson for his generous 
gift. The Helson Collection is valued at approxi-
mately $800,000.

“The Helson Collection is a great addition to the 
Halton Hills Cultural Centre,” said Bonnette. “And 
we are fortunate to have a local resident with such 
generosity and foresight. The Helson Gallery will 
be another venue where local residents may be ex-
posed to the arts.”

Bonnette thanked Helson for “sharing his love of 
fine art” with the community and said it’s something 
“we will treasure for many years to come.”

Fogal said “the Town of Halton Hills has been 
truly blessed by the generosity of Mr. Fred Helson.”

Helson was presented with a framed poster ad-
vertising the Collection and the key to the Town.

Helson said he was overwhelmed by the number 
of people who came out for the event and thanked 
everyone who “had a part to play in all this, partic-
ularly members of Council and members of Town 
staff.”

Helson given key to town
for ‘generous’ art donation

Continued from pg. 1

Fred Helson receives the 
key to the Town of Halton 
Hills from Mayor Rick Bon-
nette Friday.
Photo by Jon Borgstrom


