Board to allow volunteers to supervise extracurriculars

By DOMINIK KUREK
Metroland Media Group

Except for a few pockets of extracurric-
ular activities run under-the-radar by ren-
egade teachers, students in public schools
have been mostly devoid of programming
beyond the classroom this year.

However, now members of the commu-
nity will have a chance to fix that.

The Halton District School Board will

soon be allowing

! x‘ - volunteers to be
i;*’é? e the  supervisors
% X of extracurricular

; activities.
= ~ ‘fﬁ This  means

there will be a
return to sports,
clubs and groups,
where there is

N

‘e

enough support
from the commu-
nity.
DAVID There are a
EUALE number of restric-

tions on which
activities will be allowed under this super-
vision model and potential volunteers will
be screened by a school board committee.
“We would much prefer to have these
activities supervised by teachers. They are
in line authority to the principal. The prin-
cipal is ultimately responsible for every ac-
tivity that happens in the school,” director
of education David Euale told the board of
trustees at last Wednesday’s board meeting.
“This is a measure that we're only taking
in these unusual circumstances.”
Extracurricular activities had been can-
celled in public elementary and secondary

The local school board, however, will
use a provincial policy to allow volunteers
to supervise activities instead.

“We already have policies that encour-
age volunteers in schools. The difference in
this case is this is a policy that will highlight
how a volunteer can solely be responsible,
rather than assisting a teacher, in an activ-
ity,” Euale said.

There are a number of activities the
school board will not allow to run with-
out a teacher or principal supervisor. They
are over-night excursions, offsite field trips
with 50 or more students, invitational tour-
naments in sports beyond Halton and be-
yond schedule, and activities that are cur-
riculum-related such as a class trips.

“These activities, we're suggesting can
only go forward if the principal will super-
vise or can secure a teacher to ultimately
supervise the activities,” Euale said.

The board has also rated activities as
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activities will be at the

principal’s discretion, while

the screening of volunteers for medium and
high-risk activities will be done centrally
through the board’s committee. The com-

low, medium and high risk. An example of a [ —
low-risk activity, Euale said, is a chess club
operating in a public area
such as a school foyer.
Activities in a gym-
nasium, a distance
from the school 3
office, on the other Honda
")

uities in the extracurricular system, Euale
said it won't and that inequities will exist.

Euale said he hopes people come will
forward to supervise activities and then the
board can form leagues. Making sure there
is equity will be easier in the elementary
system as there are 83 public elementary
schools in Halton so creating leagues will
be easier. There are only 17 high schools so
leagues might be harder to form.

“If you only have four or five schools
come forward for a team event, then it’s go-
ing to be limited. We'll take what we get and
see what we can do with what we get. There
definitely will not be equity,” he said.

Euale said liabilities would not be a

problem as the board will be able to pro-
vide insurance coverage for the volunteers.

The school principals will have final say
of which activities take place.

Trustees also heard an update on extra-
curricular activities in schools, which, to
date, have been limited.

“In elementary schools, there are very
small pockets where extracurricular activities
are occurring... But, the majority of schools
are reporting no extracurricular activities,”
said associate director Jeff Blackwell.

When it becomes available, the school
board will have information for those wish-
ing to volunteer available on its website at
www.hdsb.ca.
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schools across the province as a teacher re-
sponse to the provincial government’s pass-
ing and enacting of Bill 115, which froze
teacher wages, cut into benefits and took
away the unions’ bargaining rights.

mittee is expected to first meet next week
and it should begin its screening process
soon after that.

When asked by Oakville Trustee Kelly
Amos how the board will deal with ineg-

Secondary school teachers
upset with union, Province

The provincial high school union’s change in
stance on supervising extracurricular activities won't
mean the return of sports and clubs at all schools.

Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation
(OSSTF) president Ken Coran has said about 20 per
cent of teachers will remain too upset with the gov-
ernment to resume extracurricular activities.

And on the weekend, many angry teachers took
to Twitter to say they had no such plans, and were
upset with their union over the lack of information
about what the government had offered in exchange
for extracurricular activities.

The move by the high school teachers’ union puts
pressure on the Elementary Teachers Federation of
Ontario. However, elementary teachers’ union presi-
dent Sam Hammond said he doesn't feel any pres-
sure, given that the two situations are different.

Hammond said his union’s meetings with the
province continue this week, and that its executive
will “review the situation, the progress at the table
and take a lot of things into account” on Wednesday
and Thursday, before making any decision on extra-
curricular activities by March 1, as promised.

—Torstar News Service
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2013 CIVIC MODELS INCLUDE:
o NEW BOLD EXTERIOR LOOK AND NEWLY REFINED INTERIOR
o FUEL SIPPING ECO ASSIST™ AND ECON BUTTON S—

 REMOTE ENTRY SYSTEM Starts at $1 5 '440*

o AND MUCH MORE! MODEL FBZF7DKNX

ALL-NEW 2013 ACCORD V6 TOURING
AJAC AWARD FOR BEST NEW FAMILY CAR (UNDER $30,000)

STANDARD FEATURES ON ALL * REARVIEW CAMERAL

2013 ACCORD MODELS INCLUDE: o E-MAIL AND TEXTING FEATURESD
* 17" ALUMINUM ALLOY WHEELS  BLUETOOTH® © AND MUCH MORE!
o HEATED FRONT SEATS

Starts at 323,990*
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www.ajac.ca

AUTOMOBILE JOURNALISTS
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2013 FIT SPORT
ONE OF CAR AND DRIVER’S 10 BEST FOR THE 7TH YEAR IN A ROW
STANDARD FEATURES ON ALL 2013 FIT MODELS INCLUDE: :
© 60/40 SPLIT 2nd -ROW MAGIC SEAT® WITH
UNDERSEAT STORAGE COMPARTMENT
 POWER WINDOWS AND SIDE MIRRORS
o 4-WHEEL ANTI-LOCK BRAKING SYSTEM (ABS)

i HOre Starts at 314,580*

2013 CR-V TOURING

CLASS-LEADING REAR CARGO SPACE WITH 2nd -ROW SEATS UP¢

STANDARD FEATURES ON ALL  BLUETOOTH® WIRELESS PHONE
2013 CR-V MODELS INCLUDE: AND AUDIO INTERFACE

MODEL GEBG7DE

%*
o MULTI-ANGLE REARVIEW CAMERA} * AND MUCH MORE! g o o 325'990

o EASY-FOLD-DOWN 60/40 SPLIT REAR SEATBACK
*CRV-LX 2 wheel dr. model, FIT DX model, Accord LX model, Civic DX moge E E
%& &,
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