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13Artist says compromises will be needed ‘on both sides’
Bonnette said council made the deci-

sion to name the Gallery after Helson.
“Council did that on its own. We made 

the decision because what a nice gift— 
he’s been a patron of the arts, he’s always 
donated to the Cultural Centre.”

He feels “everyone (at the meeting) 
agreed that the Helson collection is a won-
derful gift to the Town.”

The collection contains 105 works by 
artists such as Franklin Arbuckle, John 
William Beatty, Alfred Casson and Cornel-
lius Krieghoff.

Bonnette said the intention is not to 
display all of Helson’s items at once and 
council expects at some point to exchange 
artwork with other galleries.

He said the Town hopes to have a cu-
rator on board by the fi rst week of March 
who will be consulting with all the artists. 
The Gallery is currently being renovated 
and tentatively slated to reopen March 2.

Bonnette said the artists were told at 
the meeting they “will be getting access 
to the Gallery” but on whether or not they 
can display their art on the walls he said, 
“we didn’t say yes, we didn’t say no.” 

“The reason being, there might be other 
ways, we’re not experts— we don’t want to 
say yes you get the walls and the curator 
comes out with some great ideas.” The 
Town had been considering using mov-
able displays to show local art.

“We gave them the commitment they 
will be able to use the Gallery and that was 

the intention all along,” said the 
mayor.

Artist Laura Kingsbury who 
was at the meeting said she feels 
the mayor and Fogal were “trying 
hard to convince us we are going 
to be included, but they just don’t 
seem to want to commit and they 
don’t seem to have a fi rm idea even 
in their own heads what direction 
they want to go.

“I think there are going to have 
to be compromises made on both 
sides,” said Kingsbury. She said 
she would like to see large group displays 
being allowed on the walls of the Gallery, 
but maybe individual artists who were 
previously able to rent the Gallery may 
have to fi nd other venues.

The artists to date have collected about 
100 signatures on a petition calling for lo-
cal art to be shown on the Gallery’s walls.

But not all artists feel the same way the 
four artists do.

“I am constantly being asked by visitors 
to the library why The Independent fails to 
even mention the art display that is cur-
rently on the walls of the Cultural Centre. 
We have almost 50 artists of all media cur-
rently displaying their art, including two 
of the protesters. And after less than two 
weeks we had over $1,500 in sales,” said 
local artist Carolyn Martin.

Many have commented they think the 
display (in the lobby) is a better venue 
than the Gallery, Martin said.

Frans Rood, president of 
the Credit Valley Artisans, 
said the group maintains 
a “neutral position” on the 
Gallery issue.

Rood said presentations 
currently on display in the 
Cultural Centre/Library are 
“far more accessible to the 
public, contrary to what was 
perceived to be a problem.”

Bonnette said there will 
be a staff presentation on 
the Gallery at the council 

meeting 7 p.m. Tuesday.
“There has been a great deal of confu-

sion about what the Town has done so far, 
and more importantly what the Town in-
tends to do,” said Bonnette. Everyone is 
invited to attend to hear the presentation 
slated for early in the agenda.

“We hope to do a better job at consul-
tation, just not with these ladies (the four  
artists) but with all the art groups, the 
camera club and the rug hookers,” said 
the mayor.

He said due to the “compressed time-
line of receiving the (Helson) gift and try-
ing to get the Gallery open we did move 
more quickly than we normally would.”

When asked about email correspon-
dence between Helson lawyer John Schal-
jo and the Town’s Director of Recreation 
and Parks Terry Alyman dated Jan. 21 that 
quoted from the agreement between Hel-
son and the Town, Bonnette said neither 

himself or council was aware of that word-
ing at the time the agreement was signed. 
Schaljo quoted from Section 9 stating, “the 
Gallery will no longer be available for the 
display of artwork by local artists.” 

“It’s always been our intention that they 
(local artists) use the Gallery, you might 
want to talk to Terry (Alyman) about that,” 
said the mayor.

“That was not the intent of the verbiage 
(to bar the artists),” said Alyman. “It was 
the exact opposite.

“The article needs to be read in its full 
context,” said Alyman. But he said the 
agreement could not be released to the 
public, as it’s a confi dential legal matter.

Alyman said it was not the intent of ei-
ther Helson nor the Town to have local art-
ists’ work banned from the Gallery, so last 
month he requested Schaljo put in writing 
Helson’s interpretation.

“What you don’t see, it was certainly 
our understanding that the Town was by 
no means restricted to have local artists in 
the Gallery,” said Alyman.

Schaljo said in the letter “Mr. Helson 
has confi rmed that he did not intend to 
ban displays of artwork by local artists 
from the Gallery. Rather, he encourages 
such displays, since they will complement 
the Selected Collection (and the Selected 
Collection will complement them.”

Alyman said the Town didn’t have a 
lawyer handle the agreement and Schaljo, 
who is often the Town’s lawyer, was work-
ing for Helson.
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SHOWSTOPPERS!
PRESENTED BY GLOBE PRODUCTIONS

A collection of Broadway hits that stopped the show!
Featuring songs from 32 well-known and beloved Broadway musicals.

Available at the John Elliott Theatre box 

U4 PARENT-TOT PROGRAM
GEORGETOWN SOCCER CLUB

To register please see our website at
www.georgetownsoccerclub.com 

The GSC will be running two 4-week sessions 
– one in July and one in August – for players born in 

2007. Sessions will run on Friday evenings 
and cost only $40.00!!!

Guelph Street

Vaccinations
Spays / Neuters
Medicine
Surgery
Behavioural Counselling
Grooming

X-Ray
House Calls
Dental Cleaning / Surgery 

Medical Boarding

Animal Hospital

8  3   8  7

184 Unit B, Guelph Street 
Georgetown ON. L7G 4A7 

gsahvets@gmail.com
Fax: 905 702 8225

Hours
Monday - Friday: 8am-8pm

Sat - Sun: 10am-5pm

905-702-VETS
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Now Open
All 7 Days
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��������BLOBLOGSGS    ANDAND VI VIDEODEOS AS ABOUBOUTT
LOCAL SHOPPING

VisVisit:it: h  haltaltonhonhillillsshsshoptoptppp alkalk.co.comm

184 Guelph Street, Georgetown
(Beside CAA Car Care Centre)

gsahvets@gmail.com
www.guelphstreetanimalhospital .com

Emergencies/Walkins
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