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Halton Regional Council approves
2013 budget - zero per cent tax
increase for Regional programs
and services

by Regional Chair Gary Carr

In December, Halton Regional
Council unanimously approved the
Region’s 2013 Budget and Business
Plan, delivering a zero per cent tax
rate increase for Regional programs
and services. This is the seventh
consecutive year the Region has had an average
zero percent tax increase for its services, while
maintaining service levels in a growing community
and compensating for provincial funding shortfalls.
Regional services account for approximately 25 per
cent of the residential property tax bill received by
Halton residents.

Halton Region tax
rates for Regional
programs and
services — 2007 to
2013.

Halton Regional Council is
conscious of keeping taxes low
for our residents. In the past
seven years, Halton Region has
one of the best records in all of
Canada for keeping taxes low
on our Regional programs and
services, with an average zero
per cent increase.

The Region’s 10-year capital budget totals $3.8 billion.
The 2013 capital expenditure program of $965.0
million will be used to continue to upgrade, expand
and rehabilitate Halton’s infrastructure, including
roads, water and wastewater plants and distribution
systems and waste management site.

Halton Region regularly monitors public satisfaction
with its services. A recent survey found that 98 per
cent of residents were satisfied with the services
provided by the Region. The 2013 Budget aims to
maintain positive taxpayer satisfaction with Regional
services while minimizing the impact on the taxpayer
and ensuring that growth pays for itself.

In 2012, both Moody’s Investors Service and Standard and Poor’s confirmed the Region’s AAA credit
rating. Halton has maintained a AAA rating for 22 years which is a testament to the financial position,
policies and practices of the Region and the Local Municipalities. Halton Region’s high credit rating
is excellent news for residents because it ensures the Region and our Local Municipalities are able to
borrow money at the best possible financing rates in the capital markets, minimizing the longer term
costs of capital expenditures.

Water and Wastewater Rate Budget

Regional Council also approved the rate-supported water and wastewater 2013 budget in December,
with a combined rate increase of 4.8 per cent for Halton residents and businesses. Water and
wastewater services are not paid from property taxes but through users who are billed by the local
hydro companies based on the volume of water they consume.

To view the 2013 Budget and Business Plan visit www.halton.ca/budget.
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Highlights of the
2013 Budget

The 2013 budget delivers on Halton's Citizens'
Priorities (2011-2014) Action Plan with several
new initiatives including:

* New waste diversion programs including a
three bag garbage bag limit and expansion
of the blue box program to include additional
recyclable materials to extend the life of the
landfill site resulting in increased diversion
and $15 million long-term savings for future
taxpayers

e $810,000 enhanced funding through the
Community Homelessness Prevention Initiative
to support Halton's low income residents

e Increased investment in the Region's water and
wastewater maintenance program ($3.1 million)
and state-of-good-repair capital program ($8.7
million) to ensure the existing infrastructure is
appropriately maintained to provide service to
the residents of Halton

2013 is the final year that municipalities will
receive benefit from the Province assuming full
funding responsibility for GTA pooling costs. Since
2008, Halton Region has strategically reinvested
savings from uploaded Provincial program

costs in programs that address key needs of the
community in Health and Social Services. The
2013 budget strategically reinvests GTA pooling
savings of $2.9 million into:

* New Assisted and Affordable Housing Units
as identified in the Comprehensive Housing
Strategy

* 10.4 paramedics to staff two 12-hour
ambulances in the Region to ensure wait-
times for ambulance services continue to meet
standards

¢ An additional 100 child care fee subsidies for
low income families and additional special
needs services for 20 children.

Meetings at Halton Region Headquarters
Feb. 6, 9:30 a.m. Regional Council

Feb. 18 Offices closed for Family Day

Feb. 19, 9:30 a.m. Health & Social Services Committee
Feb. 20, 9:30 a.m. Planning & Public Works Committee
Feb. 20, 1:30 p.m. Administration & Finance Committee
Feb. 27, 9:30 a.m. Regional Council

¢ Please contact us as soon as possible, if you have any
6\' accessibility needs at Halton Region events or meetings.
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This page has been donated by this newspaper to communicate important
information to Halton residents at no cost to taxpayers.

We welcome your feedback. Contact us at AccessHalton@halton.ca





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


