Local girl, 10,

at Zoo’s Talent Showcase
r

By LISATALLYN
Staff Writer

Vivian Hicks of Georgetown will
be taking to the stage at the Toronto
Zoo’s New Year’s Eve Talent Show-
case.

Vivian, 10, will perform two songs
in the show. She landed the spot in
the Showcase after receiving the sec-
ond highest number of votes in an
online competition featuring the five
finalists for the event.

Vivian’s mother Alley says her
daughter loves to sing and has been
doing it since she was three. She’s
been competing since the age of 5.

She said Vivian wants to say a big
thank you to the community for vot-
ing for her. She also wants to thank
her family, friends, the newspaper,
her school dance and a special thanks
to Brian Bedal who told her about the
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Hunger Takes No Holiday!

This Christmas, please give generously to

The Georgetown Bread Basket, so that none

of our community’s families will go hungry at
this special time of year. Thank you!

VIVIAN HICKS |

contest and suggested she enter.
“She is extremely excited,” said Al-
ley.

Donations can be dropped off at our offices at the
dates and times shown below, or you can leave
your donations at any of the 5 local grocery stores.

Schools chosen for

By BOB MITCHELL
Special to the IFP

Halton’s public board has selected the
24 schools in a pilot project that will see
Grade 1 students learn French as a sub-
ject starting next September.

Two of the 24 are Halton Hills schools—
Silver Creek and George Kennedy.

Students will receive 40 minutes of
French instruction per week in the ini-
tial phase of the program that will be re-
viewed annually. Additional schools are
expected to also offer French as a subject
in future years.

The first-year schools represent a vari-
ety of programs (K-8, K-6, dual track, sin-
gle-track English, large and small enrol-
ments) across the four geographic areas
within the Halton District School Board
(HDSB) — Oakville, Burlington, Milton
and Halton Hills.

Schools selected for the initial rollout
consist of 12 single-track and 12 dual-
track schools with both large and small
enrolments.

Altogether, 14 of the schools offer K-
Grade 8 with 10 offering K-Grade 6.

Staff initially recommended the pilot
project be run in 16 schools, but trustees
decided to increase it to 24 with the goal
of delivering French as a core subject to
all Halton public schools over the next
four years.

French as a subject has traditionally
been taught beginning in Grade 4 in Hal-
ton public schools.

Starting in September, students in
Grades 1-3 in the 24 schools will receive

* Tuesday, Dec 17, 5:00 - 7:00pm
* Friday, Dec 20, 3:00 - 7:00pm
* Monday, Dec 23, 3:00 - 7:00pm

* Wednesday, Dec 18, 8:30am - Noon ¢ Thursday, Dec 19, 3:00 - 7:00pm
o Saturday, Dec 21, 8:30am - Noon
* Tuesday, Dec 24, 8:30am - Noon

French pilot project

40 minutes of French instruction each
week. That increases to 120 minutes for
Grade 4 students and 160 minutes in
Grade 5 with students in Grades 7-8 re-
ceiving 200 minutes each week.

Under the plan, Grades 1-3 students
will still receive the same amount of
French by the time they graduate to high
school, but classroom time will be spread
over three additional years.

Currently, students in Grades 4-8 re-
ceive 200 minutes per week of French,
which results in them having acquired
600 hours of French by the time they en-
ter high school.
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Comprehensive Coverage Available....

Office, Contents & Buildings

Liability (including completed operations)
Tool, Equipment & Installation Floaters
Loss or Destruction of Rental Equipment
Contractor Errors & Omissions

Rip & Tear Coverage

Equipment Break-Down

Loss of Income

Commercial Auto

SMALL
CONTRACTOR
PACKAGES

Start as low as

$6 .53

per month
VISA, MASTERCARD Accepted

Meanwhile, the board is actively seek-
ing top-qualified French-speaking teach-
ers, who are also well-educated in teach-
ing children with diverse learning needs
with Grade 1 still the entry point for
French Immersion (FI) studies, in which
students receive half of their language in-
struction in English.

“We see this as positive for whatever
schools we picked,” Associate Education
Director Jeff Blackwell told trustees at
Wednesday’s school board meeting. “We
know there are schools that are interest-

Gary McCaslin, CAIB

McCaslin Horne Insurance Brokers Inc.
348 Guelph Street, Georgetown
905-877-8738 info@mccaslinhome.com
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Huge Selection

ed, but weren't selected, but we feel we |
have gathered a cluster of schools that we p C h Fi Stm aS
can come back to in the spring and gather F Trees ?n‘;a,ﬂs,-t,',e;

data on the impact and get feedback from
the schools, the students and the parents.”
Principals were informed before trust-
ees, Blackwell said.
Oakville Trustee Ann Harvey-Hope
asked for an interim report before the an-
nual review.
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