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360 Guelph St., Unit 44
Georgetown

(In the Knolcrest Centre)

For 20 years, we’ve been
helping the hearing impaired
improve their hearing - and
quality of life by providing
the most professional,
personalized, state-of-the-art
hearing health care.

Constantine Karolidis BA, HIS, Reg. AHIP
Hearing Instrument Specialist

Call 905.877.8828
today for your free

consultation

HEARING
PROBLEMS?
We have solutions that will
let you enjoy the sounds of
Christmas!

Try hearing aids for 2 weeks,
at no cost or obligation to
see if hearing aids are right
for you!

For a limited time:
• Save up to 30% on a pair of hearing aids
• 3 Year Warranty
• 3 Years of Batteries

Armstrong Ave

Delrex Blvd

Solution in works to keep seniors’ driving tests in town

About a month before Georgetown’s Lorne Hunt-
er turned 90, he received a notice from the Ministry of 
Transportation Ontario (MTO), telling him he had to go 
for his driver’s licence test.

Going for the test has never been much of a concern 
for Hunter. He’s been taking the test—and passing it— 
every other year since he turned 80.

In the past, he’d set up an appointment and meet the 
MOT inspector at the Georgetown Seniors Centre, where 
he and any other driver who needed a test would undergo 
the biannual exam.

“This time was different,” said Hunter. “When I called 
in for an appointment, they told me they no longer of-
fered the test at the Seniors Centre. I was told I had to 
drive to Brampton or Mississauga to take it (the test).”

MTO spokesperson Bob Nichols said they made the 
decision to stop offering senior driver Group Education 
Sessions at the Georgetown Seniors Centre after receiv-
ing a notice earlier this year from the Centre of its inten-
tion to increase rent on the space used by the MTO.

“We understand the inconvenience this may be caus-
ing some seniors in the Georgetown area,” said Nichols. 

He said there are a number of alternate locations with-
in a 30-minute drive of Georgetown, including Milton, 
Oakville, Brampton and Mississauga.

But that may only be a temporary situation as Nichols 
confirmed Monday the Town of Halton Hills and MTO 
staff is working on an arrangement to offer the testing at 
Georgetown Library.

“Last month, MTO talked with (Wellington-Halton 

Hills) MPP Ted Arnott and a representative from the Hal-
ton Hills Public Library regarding the feasibility of con-
ducting the GES program there. The Library has agreed 
to allow MTO to use the facility. Negotiations are current-
ly underway to begin conducting the GES program at this 
location in early January 2014,” said Nichols.

An announcement made at Halton Hills council Mon-
day evening confirmed that Town staff and the MTO are 
working together to finalize the arrangement.

“More details are expected to follow in the weeks 
ahead,” it was announced.

In the meantime, however, seniors have to go out of 

town to be tested.
“It doesn’t seem right, making seniors drive out of 

town,” continued Hunter. “Personally, I’m not too wor-
ried about driving to Mississauga or Brampton for the 
test— I drive pretty much anywhere I want. But others 
aren’t quite as comfortable driving to unfamiliar places 
like that to take their test.”

Hunter said in the past, the MTO inspectors set up at 
the Seniors Centre about once a month, to test any se-
niors who were due for their driving test.

“We had about 30 drivers show up at a time,” said 
Hunter. “We even had seniors come down from Acton to 
take their test. When they (the MTO) said they weren’t 
coming out to Georgetown anymore, we offered to pay a 
bit more for the test to cover the cost of traveling out for 
the day to make it more convenient for our seniors. But 
they still said ‘no’ and we now have to drive out of town.”

Hunter said the test is ‘fairly simple’ with a written 
part, which checks the driver’s knowledge of signs and 
rules of the road.

“In the written part, we tick off the little box that has 
the right answer. It’s pretty straightforward,” said Hunter. 
“The next part is the scary one. That’s where they check 
your eyesight.”

Jim Kennedy agrees moving the test out of George-
town isn’t fair to the seniors. 

“I understood they (MOT) were requiring over-80 driv-
ers to drive to Milton for their test,” said Kennedy. “Many 
seniors in my building aren’t comfortable driving to Mil-
ton. There’s so much construction and traffic there now.”

—With files from Lisa Tallyn, staff writer

Lorne Hunter, 90, of Georgetown is one of many seniors 
who are impacted by the Ministry of Transportation Ontario 
(MTO) no longer offering drivers’ licence testing to seniors 
at the Georgetown Seniors Centre.      Photo by Ted Brown

By  TED BROWN
Staff Writer

ENJOY QUALITY TIME
ON THE ROAD

www.georgetownrv.ca

• Tent Trailers
• Travel Trailers
• Park Models

We also have Parts & Service
ALL MAKES & MODELS

including warranty
& insurance claims.

Great Trailers,
Great Service,
Great People!

Specializing in

905-877-4266
10 Lindsay Crt.
Georgetown

* PALOMINO
* SALEM

At Trafalgar Rd & Hwy 7

2013
Trailers
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