OMMENT

‘Quote ‘It is critically important that residents
unquote’ participate and share their ideas.’
—Mayor Rick Bonnette... see story pg. 5

“SCEMNES FROM THE 1937 ACTON FAIR"

Acton Fall Fair...100 years young

The Acton Fall Fair will be celebrating its 100th anniversary this weekend. The first fair
was advertised as ACTON FALL FAIR: OPEN TO THE WORLD and was held on Tuesday and
Wednesday (Sept. 23-24, 1913). The inaugural fair raised a little more than $1,647. Above
are photos from the 1937 Fair. For more on this year’s fair see page 10.

Photos courtesy George Henderson

From our readers

PICTURE PERFECT

Boothroyd Imaging Solutions Inc. (Esaote
Canada) held a training session for 50 med-
ical sonographers Saturday at its office on
Armstrong Ave. The training also included
some Ontario physicians who were looking
to upgrade their clinical skills in MSK (Mus-
cuskeletal) ultrasound. The four-hour session
saw four clinical instructors and six models
take part using ultrasound, an important di-
agnostic tool. The sonographers (those who
scan at hospitals or in clinics) were gaining
clinical experience to help identify shoulder
injuries. Scott Welfare (pictured) was one of
those who were scanned. Esaote has been a
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local business since 2000 and has more than
1,000 installations across Canada.

Photo supplied by Richard Boothroyd

Got a photo you want to share?
Email: jmcghie@theifp.ca.
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The Senate must change

Many of you have contacted me re-
cently to voice concerns about the Sen-
ate of Canada. I'd like to take this oppor-
tunity to talk about Senate reform.

The Senate, as it stands today, must
change.

Senators should be elected, so that Ca-
nadians can hold them directly account-
able. In addition, term limits should be
introduced, replacing the
current term of serving until
75 years of age.

These two Senate re-
forms should be achieved in
a way that does not require
provincial consent for a
constitutional amendment.
Consent would be difficult
to obtain and would risk
re-opening the Meech Lake
and Charlottetown de-
mands that were so divisive
in the 1990s.

The federal government
has asked the Supreme
Court of Canada what Senate reforms
can be accomplished exclusively by the
Parliament of Canada. The government
expects to hear the court’s opinion to-
ward the end of this calendar year. At
that point, based on the Supreme Court’s
opinion, the government can introduce
plans for Senate reform.

While I believe that Senate reform is
necessary, I do not believe that Senate
abolition is a solution.

First, abolition would be difficult, if
not impossible, to achieve. In my view,
the Constitution of Canada requires the
consent of the majority of provinces in
Canada to abolish the Senate— possibly
even the unanimous consent of all 10
provinces. It does not appear that pro-
vincial consent is there. This is particu-
larly true for smaller provinces, which
are over-represented in Parliament, and
whose numbers of House of Commons
seats are dependent on their number of
Senate seats.

Second, the Senate serves as an im-
portant review mechanism for legisla-
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tion. There are a number of examples in
recent memory where the Senate lived &
up to its moniker as “the chamber of £
sober second thought.” For example, ¥
during this Parliament the Senate iden-
tified important gaps and subsequently
amended the government’s Bill C-10,
the Safe Streets and Communities Act,
in order to strengthen its anti-terrorism
provisions.

Third, the Senate is an
important investigative and
research body. For many
decades, the investigative
work of the Senate has led
to the development of im-
portant social programs.
The Canada Pension Plan
and the Canada Health Act

were all developed through

the research of the Senate.

More recently, the Senate

has been instrumental in

highlighting reforms nec-

essary for mental health
services in Canada.

Last, but not least, the Senate serves
as a counterweight to the executive
branch of Canada’s government. It dif-
fuses the power of the Prime Minister's
Office. Without the Senate, power would
be further concentrated in the executive
branch. This is why more than 50 coun-
tries around the world have bi-cameral
legislatures like Canada.

While there is clearly a need for a low-
er and upper chamber, I recognize that
the Senate needs to be reformed. To this
end, the most effective way to fix the Sen-
ate is to elect senators and implement
term limits. These changes would bring
meaningful reform to the Senate and re-
store its utility in Canada’s Parliament.

Canadians want to see change in
the Senate, and I am committed to the
Senate reforms outlined above. Please
contact me if you have any questions or
comments at (866) 878-5556 or michael.
chong@parl.gc.ca

—Michael Chong is the MP for
Wellington-Halton Hills
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