COMMENT

‘Quote
unquote’

‘I was thinking, ‘Is my heart going to
take all this?”

—Lake swimmer Colleen Shields see story pg. 3
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Summer holidays were cherished a century ago as much as they are today. As seen in this
photo taken on August 1, 1912 members of the Union Sunday School wait at the Grand
Trunk Station for a special train for an excursion to Burlington Beach. The station remains
the same today as the exterior is protected under a national heritage designation, Heritage

Halton Hills.

Photo courtesy of the Esquesing Historical Society

EFrom our readers

SUNSET
SWIM

Geeorgetown resident Mari-
am Zaman snapped this photo
of a group of Canadian geese
enjoying a late day swim in
the lake in front of a beautiful
sunset at Kelso Conservation
Area in Milton recently.

Got a photo you want to
share?

Email: jmcghie@theifp.ca.
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Jobs must be a priority

Our Ontario PC caucus has always
maintained that jobs and the economy
should be front and centre as the gov-
ernment’s main priorities.

We recognize that provincial govern-
ments can't directly create jobs, except
in the public sector itself.

However, it is the responsibility, in-
deed the obligation of the provincial
government, to create an
economic climate where
entrepreneurs and com-
panies will want to invest
and create new jobs in
Ontario.

Part of creating a posi-
tive business climate in-
volves ensuring our tax
structure and business
regulations and red tape
are competitive when

relying on huge deficits and federal gov-
ernment equalization to fund programs,
we have rung the alarm bells.

As far back as 2005, three years be-
fore the great recession hit, I called upon
the McGuinty Liberals to have commit-
tee hearings into the challenges faced by
our manufacturing sector.

It was my hope that we could bring &5
business, labour and govern-
ment together to form an
action plan to address these
challenges head on, and cre-
ate a magnet for job creating
investment in Ontario.

Even though the Legis-
lature passed my motion,
and despite my prodding,
the government refused to

hold the hearings, and little
was done by the Liberals to

compared to other juris- TED encourage our manufactur-
dictions. ARNOTT ers.
We know that it is only In the years since then,

through a strong and growing economy
that government will have sustainable
revenue to pay for the programs we all
value, like health care, our schools, safe
communities and food, and protection
of our natural environment.

And, the best social program of all is
a job.

Those are some of our caucus’ bed-
rock beliefs, and they are shared by
many in Wellington-Halton Hills.

People in our riding go to work and
play by the rules. We believe that gov-
ernment should not waste tax dollars,
and government should not be focused
exclusively on dividing up a shrinking
economic pie and managing decline.

Instead, government should spend
wisely and frugally, and focus on grow-
ing the economic pie.

It will come as no surprise that I'm
not satisfied with the efforts of the cur-
rent Liberal government when it comes
to encouraging private sector job cre-
ation.

For years, as Ontario has slipped be-
hind the rest of the country and declined
economically into a “have not” province,
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we have lost about 300,000 manufactur-
ing jobs in this province.

In its most recent budget, the Wynne
government promised to create 30,000
new jobs for young people over two
years.

To place this in context, early in July,
Statistics Canada reported that Ontario
had lost 38,700 full-time jobs in the pre-
vious month of June alone.

We recognize that Opposition parties
need to do more than just criticize. We
also have an obligation to bring forward
constructive proposals.

It was in that spirit that I introduced
my jobs motion in 2005, and in that
spirit our caucus has released Paths to
Prosperity: Advanced Manufacturing for
a Better Ontario. Tt can be found on our
Party’s website at: http://www.ontariopc.
com/policy/

Iintend to provide more details about
our manufacturing jobs proposals in
this space next month.

—Ted Arnott is the MPP for Welling-
ton-Halton Hills MPP Ted Arnott He can
be reached at 1-800-265-2366. His web-
site address is www.tedarnottmpp.com.
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