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‘Quote
unquote’

‘I know it’s like looking for a needle in a haystack.’
— Terry Fox pal Bill Vigars. See story pg.10
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Celebmting the Drummers’ Snack

The McGibbon Hotel is a familiar sight in this photo from July 1911. The hotel is decked out
for the Drummers’ Snack. Prior to the First World War, this event saw ‘drummers’ (as travel-
ing salesmen were known) from all over the district assemble for their annual convention.
Festivities included a picnic and a parade down an unsurfaced Main Street in Georgetown.
Info: Heritage Halton Hills; photo courtesy of the Esquesing Historical Society

From our readers

A TIGER IN
THE GARDEN

Judy Scannell of George-
town shot this photo of a Ti-
ger swallowtail on dianthus in
her garden.

Got a photo you want to
share?

Email: jmcghie@theifp.ca
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Honouring

In less than two short years, on Jan-
uary 11, 2015, Canada will mark the
200th anniversary of Sir John A. Mac-
donald’s birth, Canada’s first prime
minister.

As a Father of Canada’s Confedera-
tion, Macdonald played a critical role
in shaping Canada’s history and today
remains one of our nation’s most im-
portant political figures.

His commitment to a
united Canada paved the
way to the country we
know and love today.

Affectionately known as
“Sir John A.”, Macdonald’s
role as a nation-builder is
often associated with the
official date of Confedera-
tion on July 1, 1867. How-
ever, even after the official
date of Confederation,
Macdonald spent nearly
all of his 19 years as prime minister
continuing to build Confederation. He
resisted separatists, purchasing vast
swaths of vacant land from the Hud-
son’s Bay Company to give Canadians
space to expand the union.

His union-building efforts included
using the military to defeat western
rebels who were against expansion,
undertaking the largest engineering
project in Canadian history that linked
the provinces by rail, and building
economic barriers to avoid American
influence.

A former resident of Kingston,
Ont., Macdonald is Canada’s second-
longest serving prime minister, a posi-
tion he held for 19 years. Without this
architect of Confederation, Canada as
we know it today would not exist.

Canadians are often subtly remind-
ed of Macdonald’s legacy in our day-
to-day lives. His face adorns the Ca-
nadian $10 bill, and during our daily
commutes, many of us travel along the
Macdonald-Cartier freeway, known as
Highway 401 in Ontario.

However, in 2015, Canadians across
the country will have an opportunity
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Sir John A.

to honour Sir John A. in a much big-
ger way.

To commemorate Macdonald’s
Bicentennial in 2015, the Sir John*:
A. Macdonald Bicentennial Com-
mission is trying to engage as many >
Canadians as possible in celebrating |
the occasion. During the countdown
to the Bicentennial, the Commission <
seeks to inspire a greater ap-
preciation for the life and
achievements of Sir John A.
by promoting events in the
arts, education, tourism and
other sectors at a local, re-
gional, and national level to
create an ongoing celebra-
tion befitting a great Cana-
dian statesman.

The Commission would
like to learn how people in
communities across Cana-
da, including Halton Hills
and Wellington County, are planning
to celebrate this occasion, and for
them to share those plans with the rest
of Canada. The Commission serves as
a way to connect Canadians celebrat-
ing the Bicentennial to one another,
and encourage and promote their
Macdonald Bicentennial celebrations
across the country.

Canada’s history is full of distin-
guished Canadians who have achieved
remarkable accomplishments. How-
ever, without Sir John A., there may
not have been a country in which
those Canadians could flourish. That
is why it is important for Canadians to
commemorate this important histori-
cal figure during his 2015 Bicenten-
nial.

For more information on Macdon-
ald’s 2015 Bicentennial, visit www.sir-
johna2015.ca. You are encouraged to
contact me if you have any questions
or comments. I can be reached by
phone at (866) 878-5556 or by email
at michael.chong@parl.gc.ca.
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— Michael Chong is the MP for
Wellington-Halton Hills

Speedy Glass.

We handle all
insurance
work.
*Truck Accessories ¢ Upholstery
* Heavy Equipment Glass
sWindow Tinting
354 Guelph Street, Georgetown
905-873-1655

com



