THE NEW TANNER

THURSDAY, MAY 24, 2018

THE i

By: Trish Bell

Yes, there is an NDP
candidate for Welling-
ton-Halton Hills, despite
logistical delays in getting
her signs up.

Diane Ballantyne, a Fer-
gus high school teacher
who spent her early career
at both Acton and George-
town’s high schools, said
her long standing record
and commitment to so-
cial justice was sought
out by the Ontario NDP,
who approached her about
running. After careful
consideration, Ballantyne
said she felt the time was
right.

“I feel hopeful and ab-
solutely optimistic,” said
Ballantyne. “Clearly there
is a momentum for change
provincially.”

It is also clear that she
feels those who struggle
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the most should be the pri-
ority.

“Universal pharma care
and dental care are im-
portant everywhere,” said
Ballantyne. “The stats
show people are going
without and in a society
as wealthy as ours, it is
shameful that seniors are
going without pills or par-
ents can’t afford asthma
medication for their kids.”

Yet, what policies mat-
ter to those in such a
varied demographical and
geographical area may
surprise all candidates.
When asked about the
Hidden Quarry project,
Ballantyne admitted that
she would need to learn
more but did say an area
water policy was a num-
ber one priority locally.

“There is a lot of water
taking here, in vari-
ous communities, and I
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Meet the Candidates
for the June 7
Election

The New Democratic Party of Ontario Candidate:
Diane Ballantyne

am not able to support
anything that may pose
long-term damage to
the local water table or
environment,” said Bal-
lantyne. “Reducing the
carbon footprint in On-
tario is essential, our plan
would invest in things
like all day, two-way GO
service and other public
transportation services.”

And she distrusts Prov-
incial PC Leader Doug
Ford’s ability or desire to
protect the environment
too.

“I think we should all be
very disturbed that a lead-
er of a major party says he
will do something—de-
velop the greenbelt—that
does not reflect how the
majority of Southern
Ontarians feel,” Ballan-
tyne said. “We should be
concerned that without
a platform of any kind,
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SPECIALS FROM
May 25" to June 7™

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK. M-F 9AM-7PM SAT. 10AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

50% OFF
lueberry Waffles
(reg. $3.99)

50% OFF
Peaches & Cream Corn

NEW Ravioli’s
Choose from Braised Beef
4 Cheese, or Butternut Squash

1.13kg $9.99 (reg. $12.99)

there may be more flip
flops to come.”

Meanwhile, the NDP
plan for Hydro is some-
thing Ballantyne is proud
to promote.

“Over the available 10-
year window, we will put
Hydro back into public
hands, returning billions
in revenue to public cof-
fers,” she said. “We will
eliminate rural deliv-
ery charges, time of use
pricing and reduce the
price by 30 per cent.”

And while she was un-
familiar with the recent
changes to the school bus
procurement policies that
recently saw long-time
Acton business Tyler
Transport lose out during
the bid process, she did
recognize the issue was
riding-wide.

“It is the NDP’s pos-
ition to help grow and

protect small business,
throughout our platform,
so I would need to learn
more about the process so
that we could advocate
for these businesses.”

As a teacher, Ballan-
tyne also sees the new
sexual education program
as a “much-needed solu-
tion that was in absolute
need of rewriting and up-
dating, considering the
different times and ex-
periences youth now find
themselves.” She said,
“it is a well-developed
curriculum created and
delivered by highly
qualified and trained pro-
fessionals.” And while

she feels that it is the “re-
sponsibility of parents to
seek out the right edu-
cation for children, she
also feels parents should
acknowledge that some-
times they are not experts
and should defer to the
expertise the education
system provides.”

The only female name
on the ticket here, Bal-
lantyne said she “hopes
people recognize that
it is a time for change,
the platform is hopeful,
and that they can count
on her as a person who
was working on this
even before the platform
existed.”
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We are Conservation

Halton Hills Hydro’s Charity Committee is hosting
a FREE Electronic Waste Collection Event
Saturday May 26, 10am-3pm
43 Alice St. Acton, ON
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Bags of clean used clothing also accepted.
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: All proceeds to local charities.
Wellington St. W.

Hwy. 124

715 WELLINGTON ST. W., GUELPH
519.265.5592

NOW 2 locations
to serve you!

HWY. 7, 1 MILE WEST OF ACTON

519-853-3701
519.853.0311 1(800) 387.4039

www.haltonhillshydro.com




