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Advertise in this
space for only 

$18.50
per week

Call Marie
519-853-0051

for details

Telephone/Fax
519-853-5615

Email: 
mcnabbgraphics@cogeco.net

905-873-4244

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
 SANDING & FINISHING

ACTON, ON
L7J 2L9

3rd Generation

We handle all
insurance

work
• Truck Accessories • Upholstery

• Heavy Equipment Glass 
• Window Tinting

354 Guelph Street, Georgetown
(905)873-1655

Knox Presbyterian 
Church

44 Main St. N, Acton L7J 1W2
pccweb.ca/knoxacton

519-853-2360 • 519-853-5494
knoxacton@gmail.com

Sunday, May 13 - 10:30 a.m.
“Radical Transformation”

Acts 9 v 1-19a
Happy Mother’s Day 
Cupcake Sunday

67 Mill Street East, Acton
&   27 Cork St. Guelph

519-853-1160

barrister & solicitor
Ron Henry
Serving the Community

for over 40 Years
Bistro & pub
heavenon7@gmail.com
519-856-2693

A little bit of 
Heaven

• Residential
• Commercial
• IndustrialOVERHEAD DOORS &

  ELECTRIC OPENERS

SERVICE & INSTALLATION
Call Dave The Door Guy

1.866.919.9945
www.dghdoors.com

WalkThru
GARAGE DOORS

 Buy
 Sell
 Trade

Records and Music 
Related Items

Stereo &
Equipment Repair
Expert

NELLIS
 CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

ROAD BUILDING
EARTH MOVING

R.R. #1 Acton   853-0960

McISAAC
781588 Ont. Ltd.

Septic Pumping & Drain Service
• Septic & Holding Tanks

• Rejuvenation of leaching field
• Baffle inspection & repairs

• High-pressure drain cleaning
Radio dispatched trucks

Call Don or Mac

519-853-2790
Licensed by M.O.E. RR#4, Acton

www.buy-wise.ca
Visit our Showroom: 11 Mountainview Rd. N., Georgetown

905-873-0236

NEW LOCATIONAldo Braida 
B.A. L.L.B.

Barrister & Solicitor
69 Mill St. E Acton

28 Paisley St. Guelph 
Phone: 519-824-2242

Fax :519-824-3049

TERRY  or  JIM
Office:    519-853-2748

 1-800-358-9131
e-mail:   service@aoneburnerservice.com
Emergency Service Available
For all your heating and 

plumbing needs

DOLLIVER SURVEYING INC.
LegaL and 

Topographic 
SurveyS

ACTON, ONTARIO
Member: Association of Ontario Land Surveyors

T: 519-853-2502
www.dolliver.com

surveys@dolliver.com

HOME REPAIRS
IMPROVEMENTS

HANDYMAN SERVICES
2 0 +  Y e a r s  E x p e r i e n c e

Tiling • Undermount Lighting 
Plumbing • Trim Carpentry etc.

CALL MIKE Cell: 905-467-3011
Rockwood: 519-856-0020

Quality Craftmanship & Service
pmsq2@hotmail.com

Quality Grooming Services
• reasonable rates
• 20 years experience
• local pickup & delivery available
KATHRYN  416-560-7255

mention this ad & receive $10 OFF your first grooming service

Community Corner

By: Harry Rudolfs

The Roxy is part of Acton’s mod-
ern history. The building at 6 Mill 
Street East has been a cinema, dance 
hall, pool room, barber shop, tavern, 
nightclub and finally a cafe owned 
by the Crossings Church. 

The Roxy started its life as a 
quonset hut erected on the site in 
1946. Shaped like the top half of a 
cylinder and wrapped in corrugated 
metal sheets, the building operated 
as an army surplus store for a short 
time. But it was in 1948, when Rus-
sel Gregory decided to relocate his 
movie house from across the street, 
that the Roxy Theatre earned a place 
in the hearts of townsfolk.

It wasn’t the first movie house 
in Acton—one had operated here 
as early as 1909—but it is the only 
one within living memory and those 
memories are long. Shows ran every 
night of the week, except Sundays 
in those days. The cinema brought 
in two current first or second-
run movies per week. Townsfolk 
got their first look at classic films 
like the Ten Commandments, Old 
Yeller, Ben Hur and Bridge on the 
River Kwai. But it was the Saturday 
matinees that were hugely popular 
with the young folks of that era.

Fred Dawkins recalls those magic 
afternoons in the 1950s. “When I 
was growing up it seemed like 
every kid in town was at the Satur-
day matinee. My allowance was 25 

cents a week, which got me into the 
Saturday show (10 cents) bought 
a box of popcorn (5 cents), and 
afterwards a Little Golden Book at 
Hinton’s (9 cents) follow by three 
Blackballs at Willes (one cent). 
Every week the air in that build-
ing was filled with flattened flying 
popcorn boxes with a rollicking 
full house screaming for the show 
to begin. It was the centre of the uni-
verse for most kids in Acton.”

Ron Henry also has fond mem-
ories. “It was mayhem. Some of 
the older guys had pen knives and 
they would slit the seats to get at the 
sponge piece and they’d be throw-
ing that around. They’d usually 
show the Three Stooges, a cartoon 
and usually a western or something. 
You could sneak in the side door 
but you had to be quick about it. I 
only did it a couple of times. You 
didn’t want to get caught because 
then you’d get barred.”

The Roxy was also the focal point 
for many community events—in-
cluding Beardmore’s Christmas 
parties—over the years. But by 
the early 1960s, as the public’s 
entertainment preferences were 
changing, attendance was way 
down in small-town cinemas and 
the Roxy was no exception. It closed 
its doors permanently in 1961. 

After the movie house closed, 
the building was purchased by Jack 
McMullen who raised the floor and 
turned it into an eatery and dance 
hall called the Rainbow Room. It 
was a popular spot on weekends for 
teenagers, but eventually morphed 
into Mac’s Pool Hall, which for a 
time also doubled as a barbershop 
run by Norm Humenick.

The Roxy spent most of the last 
few decades as a bar/night club and 
had many names and owners. The 
Meeting Place, 747 Lounge, Sit N 
Bull, Club Bedroxx, and Manny’s 
Roadhouse were among its titles. 
During the bar era, it was often 
known as a “rough” and “crazy” 
place with tough bouncers. Many 
famous bands performed at the 
location over the years including 
Rush, Nazareth and April Wine. A 
near-riot occurred one night after a 
performance by David Wilcox. 

Things calmed down after the 
structure was bought by the church 
in 2007. The non-profit Roxy Cafe 
opened up in 2010 and has continued 
to be an important community land-
mark until now. The Roxy has seen 
its share of changes over last 50 plus 
years. One wonders, what could be 
the next manifestation for the iconic 
building.

A “Roxy” retrospective

Roxy Theatre Bookmark 1953

Roxy Christmas Party 1948

The Acton Roxy 1955


