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Annual Quarter Auction heralds half-
century of Rockwood Nursery School

By: Vivien Fleisher

With 2017 close to over,
the Rockwood Nursery
school held its final fund-
raiser of the year. The
Annual Quarter Auction
last weekend, where pa-
trons buy a paddle and
use quarters to bid on a
range of donated 1tems,
raised about £2.000 for
the school. But it’s the
February Spaghetti Din-
ner with its Silent Auction
that brings in even big-
ger money. And the 2018
event will be extra special

because the school, which
started as a play group in
Eden Mills in 1963, twns
fifty. When founding mem-
bers Ann Vos and the late
Shirley Facey got together
with a group of moms that
vear to give kids a chance
to play and learn, they
could not have anticipat-
ed where it would end up.
When Vos retired in 1988,
the school hired Nicki
Barens and Judy Rietkirk.
Rietkirk retired in 2010,
but Barens is still going
strong, along with teach-
ers Victoria Caulfeild and

Patricia Finnegan.
Mothing stays the same,
and in the world of pre-
school, big changes have
happened on Barens’s
watch, Early Childhood
Educators (ECE’s) are now
registered—or RECE's—
and the advent of fulltime
junior kindergarten in 2006
prompted a major shakeup
in the school’s program-
ming, which was shifted
from three and four-year-
old classes to two and
three-vear-old classes.
Prior to this, they were
overseen by the Ministry

o/

MacKinnon Family Funeral Hnme
55 Mill Street E ast, Acton

o)

Y/ ,
(/?/2 2220t « _.Wéuncuqa/
f‘j .I Pr 7 Lr Z{#ﬂ/’

Once again, you, your family
and friends
are invited to take a
complimentary dove
Jfrom our
Memorial Dove Tree
in memory of your loved ones.

The Dove Tree will be available

in the funeral home from
December 1* to December 23
weekdays from 9 - 3 p.m. or

519-853-0350

evenings and weekends by
appointment only.
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of Social Services, which
then changed to the Min-
istry of Education,

When Barens started,
the cooperative was very
hands-on for parents, who
helped out on a rotat-
ing basis, Now, although
they have the option to
attend their children’s
class, the classes are run
by teachers. But as Bar-
ens points out, one of the

many unigque things about
this pre-school is the very
low turnover of staff and
the community drive and
support behind the whole
thing. Her favorite part of
the job is the children, and
her least favorite the paper-
work, Teacher Victoria
Caulfeild says parents only
sec the surface, and not all
the work that goes into the
day-to-day operations. But

the perks are great, like in
2011, when the school held
a mock Royal Wedding
after William and Kate's.
The kids wore fascinators,
and put makeup on the
teacher’s faces. So on top
of the excitement about
their 50th anniversary, they
have Harry and Meghan's
wedding to look forward
to in May, which fits per-
fectly with their schedule.

RIDING RAILS:
Santa was at Halton
| Radial Railway’s
annual “Christmas
Ride the Rails™ on
Saturday. Santa waited
for the next train out

} to the Morth Pole with

Nicki Barens and
her granddaughter
Kimberly. Santa is
going to need those
milk and cookies
like never before in
order to get through
the two weekends
of commuting the
museum has in store
for him. - Fivien
Fleisher phoro

SANTA SANTA SANTA: It was hard to tell who was who as Keira Marshal and
Fionn Marshall sat for a photo with Santa Claus at Rockwood Home Hardware
on Saturday. - Les Schmidt photo
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Jevuy & staff wish all cur custemens & friends a
Mevny Chuistmas and a Pyospevows 2075

108 Station St. ROCKWOOD
019-856-1531
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126 Hlain St South
Rockwood, Ont

MERRY CHRISTMAS

from

Rockwood Music Academy
& Dwayne, Michelle Hitchcock

and F amily

519.856.1325

ON DECEMBER 14, BEFORE THE

FAMRS-PME OF LIGHTS
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served from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Rockmosa Community Centre

Al proceeds go fo Stome United Church
Fay further faformaiion

at the
74 Chrisiie 5.'I'| o, Reckwrad

2 519-833-2496
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SAUNDERS BAKERY

Quality Home Baking (since 1914)

Order Early for:

Christmas Cakes » Puddings «
* Shortbread « Gingerbread men
OFEN DURING PARADE FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
104 Main St. Rockwood, Ont.
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Phone:
519-856-9561




