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Thank-you for suppoi"ty

To the Editor

Thank You! The Friends of the
Halton Hills Public Library would
like to thank your readers for their
support of the book sale held on 30
September this year to raise funds
for the reading deck to be added
to the Acton Public Library, We'd
also like to thank The New Tanner
for their coverage of the event.

The book sale was a resound-
ing success, and the group of
volunteers raised $1,870.30 to
add to the reading deck fund! The
Friends would particularly like to
thank volunteers Anne Mclntyre,
Carolyn Trenton, Mary Jane Lee,

Marilyn Patterson, Liz Bailey, the
Staff of the Acton branch and all
their helpers. Their hard worlk was
rewarded with great weather and a
great response,

The Friends of the Library have
been setting aside money for the
deck fund tor years. We are hope-
ful that our efforts will be enough
to convinee the Town of Halton
Hills to proceed with construction
of the deck.

Sincerely,
John Mark Rowe
Chair
Friends of the Halton Hills

Public Library

SPoRTs TALK

FIFA Soccer World Cup

In case you missed it,
the draws for the prelim-

By

Michael Oke

Looking at the
table, 1 would say all

inary rounds of the FIFA
Soceer World Cup tak-
ing place in Russia next year was
held last Friday.

This marks the official count-
down to the opening ceremony
and first game of the competition
between hosts Russia and Saudi
Arabia on June 14 next year in
Moscow at approximately 11 am.
Eastern Time,

Interesting times for soccer—or
football as the game is known in
most parts of the world—enthusi-
asts. There will be some notable
ahsentees, though—the big one
for our region being the United
States Men’s National Team, as
wiell as traditional soccer heavy-
weights like Italy, Holland and
Ireland.

Canadian towns and cities will
once again be turned to a sea of
Rags, and it may be a good idea to
start making travel arrangements
ifwatching the World Cup in per-
501 is something you are keen on.

groups scem evenly
matched, although
many have observed that England
seems to have a much easier draw
than expected. However, judging
by their last performance in the
Euros, [ wouldn't be so sure.

As far as my predictions
go, based on the history of a
European team almost always
winning the World Cup tour-
naments held in Europe—the
cxception being the 1958 Cham-
pionship hosted by Sweden
and won by Brazil—it seems
all is set for a German win—
I wouldn't put money on it,
though.

I'm locking forward to a really
exciting tournament, and a more
detailed analysis of some of the
teams closer to the start of the
competition.

It’s also a good time to adopt a
country if vou have no allegiance
or roots in any of the 32 countrics
participating,
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Over 300 seniors enjoved a
Christmas Dinner with all the
trimmings which is organized
by the Acton Rotary Club and
the Acton Legion, and held

at the Acton Legion. - Les
Schmidt photo

CHEERS: The Annual Rotary Wine and Cheese party

Wwas

held at the Town Hall Centre recently. Guests commented on a
vounger crowd this vear, a strong turnout, an excellent selection
of wines and cheeses, and an even better time had by all, - Les

Schmidt phato

JustT A THOUGHT

Compass heading...True North?

As our credit cards get their
seasonal workout, 21st century
globalization is apparent, Jet
planes take us on whirlwind va-
cations and sites like Amazon
make the farthest world markets
merely a click away. Free ship-
ping and too-good-to-be-true
discounts have our mailboxes
bursting with surprises that have
indeed travelled the globe. But
being as global as our purchas-
es 1sn't so easy. Our seemingly
universally-loved leader suffered
this humiliating reality check,
this week, as Chinese leaders
reminded the Canadian boy-
wonder that in their neck of the
woods freedom is a dangerous
commodity that they have no
interest in importing. Not only
was his ego bruised and his per-
sonal accomplishment agenda
set back, his rather public hum-
bling, well planned and executed
by his Chinese hosts, was a clear
message to those paying atten-
tion and proves China remains
one of our most complex juxta-
positions. Sure, an argument can
be made that those that don’t
embrace this soon-to-be-num-
ber-one world economy may
indeed be left in the dust, but
I pray, countrymen, you might
consider the following points as
a cautionary tale reminiscent of
a Dicken’'s classic.

How did our free democratic
nation ever get into bed with
the authoritarian regime of the
People’s Republic of China?
Well, for that we must visit
some ghosts from our past. John
Diefenbaker first negotiated
Canadian farmers into the state-
run Chinese market in 1961—a
first for a Western nation—yet
true diplomatic relations with
China were the result of Tru-
deau’s famous father, Pierre’s
so-called “Third Option™ of
the early *70s began liaisons
with the communist nation as
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a “counter-balance to U.S. rela-
tions.” Sure, this opened a few
untapped markets to a slim line
of our products. but the inevit-
able consequence of looking
past environmental and human
rights abuses has since trapped
us in a never-ending tug-of-war
between a thriving economy and
our identity as an unwavering
moral compass. Even Stephen
Harper, once formally critical
of China’s atrocities. crying
commercial espionage outright,
found himself wooing China’s
strong and stable economy after
the 2008 financial crisis,

And where does all this leave
us today? Not that far ahead I'm
afraid. Young Trudeau’s well-
orchestrated snubbing this week
demonstrates not only his ob-
livious teenage-like crush on
China, but also the true nature
of what appears to be an abu-
sive relationship. Sure, China
sported a $15 trillion GDP in
2016, including two-way trade
with Canada of more than $90
billion, but the current arrange-
ment remains increasingly in
China’s favour by more than
two to one, leaving us hold-
ing a huge trade deficit check.
What’s worse, China’s use of
huge state-owned companies
to manipulate the playing field
proves, as one Carleton Univer-
sity Professor puts it, “China
1sn’t a country that plays by the
rules.” We can all remember
a time of being white-washed
by the actions of those close to
us, so it is unclear why Trudeau
would negotiate with those who
openly oppose “good govern-
ance, human rights and the rule
of law.” Clearly, our relationship

15, and will remain, one way
and nonnegotiable, something
of which the Chinese govern-
ment looked to be reminding
our fearless leader via repeated
posturing and nuance.

So, what of the ghost of
China-Canada’s future? Well,
for one thing, do we really plan
to hold all nations to the same
standards as our own? Wooing
nations that pay and handle their
workers far below our standards
means our industries will fal-
ter. Encouraging investment
and ownership of our lands and
businesses, despite caution and
controversy, is reckless. Re-
maining idle while such nations
attack us and our allies, be it
through propaganda or control,
will have consequences. If we
are to be the beacon by which
the world’s aspirations are to be
lit, then we must do better than
to choose the fast, cheap, ever-
disposable dollar of today over
the wellbeing of our planct and
fellow humans, and we must
back up such convictions with
actions not just words. China
has indeed flourished since our
first arrangements, but many of
these gains have been made at
the expense of the labourers, en-
vironments, and democracy we
value. According to Trudeau, “a
strong relationship with China is
essential to growing our econ-
omy.” It that is true, will such
necessity absolve us of a less
than principled moral stand-
ing? Perhaps since our federal
government has deemed 2018
the Canada-China Year of Tour-
1sm—an obvious attempt to
encourage China's favour—it
seems the ideal year we redeem
ourselves and stand up to our
bully, reminding our glossy
leader that we do indeed hold
a moral compass and only Can-
adians should decide Canada’s
fate.



