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NEWS

Town saves popular
youth centres from closure

GRAEME FRISQUE
ginsqueEmetraland.com

Halton Hills council has decided to ex-
tend funding to keep a pair of popular Hal-
ton Hills wouth centres open through
spring 2019,

The town made the announcement in a
release sent on Thursday (Oet. 197,

In March of this vear, Links2Care, the
nonprofit organization operating the two
yvouth centres sinee 2000, announced it no
longer had the resources to continue oper-
ating the Open Door {Georgetown ) and the
Off the Wall (Acton) vouth centres, and
would be forced to shut them down in the
suImImer.

After a fair amount of public pushback
from the youth who use the facilities, the
town stepped up in April to fund the cen-
tres through the end of the vear. Council
has now decided to kick in an additional
£75,000 to keep them open until spring of
2019,

"Tt's true that social service delivery isa
responsibility of the region,” said Brent
Marshall, chief administrative officer for
the Town of Halton Hills. "But these are
o Kids, in our community, and that plac-
£35 AN 01nus 01N us to step in and assist when
there is a recognized need for help and co-
ordination.”

According to the release, council made
a budget request to the Halton Hills Youth
Services Network, which is co-chaired by
municipal and Halton Region staff. The
network brings together town and region-
al representatives responsible for various
yvouth supports and programs including
mental health initiatives, as well housing
and food programs.

Originally, the plan was to replace the
programming offered through the centres
by increasing programming at municipal
community centres. However, after speak-
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Did you know?

® Children should have their first eye
examination at six months of age.

= (Over 60% of parents mistakenly believe they
would recognize their child’s vision problem.

m A referral is not required to see a Doctor of
Optometry.

Book an OHIP-covered eye examination for your child today
and ask us about our children’s programs.
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Graeme Frisque,/Metroland Media
A pair of popular Halton Hills vouth
centres slated for closure will remain
open after council stepped up to save
them.

ing with stakeholders and the vouth who
frequent the centres, town staff and coun-
cil felt the services could better be provid-
ed under the existing model.

Council then opted to fund the centres
through the end of the vear in order to keep
them open temporarily until a more per-
manent solution to replace the programs
could be found.

With that original funding coming to
end in the new yvear, council has decided it
best to stick with the current model and
keep the centres operating for the foresee-
ahle future.

"Council was vocal in its support of the
request for a referral to budget committee
for funding that will match the request
from earlier in the year to keep the youth
centres open when the former provider
opted out,” zaid the town in its release.

"We had a erisis land in our laps,” said
Mavor Rick Bonnette. "And we took steps
to address that crisis and this new mode] of
collaboration, information sharing and
service coordination benefits not only
youth but clearly is a more efficient model
of service integration.”
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