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Action needed
to end violence
against women

A silent epidemic lurks in every community in Onta-
rio.

It affects and hurts all of us. It's something not talked
about at the dinner table, and yet could be happening in
your very own home, or the home right next door,

For far too long, violence against women and chil-
dren has gone on and the victims have remained silent
and fearful.

Mow is the time to speak up and show vour support to
those who suffer in silence.

To mark Women Abuse Prevention Month in Novemn-
ber, the Wrapped in Courage campaign is encouraging
evervone to buv a Wrapped in Courage scarf to support
women's shelters and to let women and their children
know that theyv are not alone.

Area organizations like Family Transition Place and
the Guelph-Wellington Women in Crisis in partnership
with Ontario Association of Interval and Transition
Houses is participating and asking for vour support to
help address the overlooked issue of woman abuse in
COntario.

The courage of a woman alone is not enough. It takes
the commitment and support of an entire community to
end violence against all women.

And it starts with each of us recognizing and offering
support.

How can we be silent when we continue to see how
violence against women continues to occur every dav?

From November 2015 to November 2016 there were 29
women reported on, by the media in Ontario, who were
murderad from either their current or previous inti-
mate partner, according to the Ontario Association of
Interval & Transition Houses.

The facts surrounding violence against women
should be concerning to all of us,

In 2015 and 2006, approximately 10,900 women and
6,700 children were served through shelters, and some
51,700 crisis calls were received on crisis lines for wom-
en, according to data from the Ministry of Community &
Social Services.

On a snapshot day in Canada, 44 per cent of women
shelters were full due to overcapacity and lack of re-
sources to respond to requests, says Women Shelters
Canada, Shelter Voices 2017,

What this means is that more support is needed to
support women's shelters in Ontario in order to help as
many women and their children as possible through
safe housing, counselling, legal and outreach support
services to assist women to live their lives free from
violence,

It takes community involvement and support to make
this happen.

To learn more about the Wrapped in Courage Cam-
paign, visit Wrappedincourage. ca.

CONTACT US

Letters to the editor

Al letters must be fewer than 200
wiords and include your name and
telephone numbser for verfication
purposes. We resenee the right to
gdit, condense or reject letters.

The Independent & Free Press
280 Guelph Street, Unit 77
Georgatown, ON LTG 481
Phone: 905-873-0301
(assifieds: 205-234-1016

Reported hospital violence
incidents on the rise;’,

HAVE REALTH
{ CARD RE#%YH

ABOUT US

ar
. el

ependent.

& FREE PRESS

The Georgetnwn Independent & Fres Press
published every Thursday, is a division of
the Metraland Media Group Ltd., a
whillly-owned saibsidiary of Torstar Comors-
licart, The: Metroland Tamily of newspapers &
comprised of more than 100 commurity
publications acrass dntaro

e .
» metrolandmedia

e neshid bepeor remeulbgt

The Independent & Free Press s a member
of the Mational MewsMedia Council.
Complanants ane urgad 1o bing their
concems to the atbenlion of the newspager
and, if nat satisfied, wiita Tha Mational
MeswsMedia Council, Suite 200, B30 Yonge
5L, Tarorin, ON MAW 2HZ, Phane:
A16-340-1981 Web: www.mediacouncil.ca

nnc

lizn
Firassdmtia Srin

L newsranmiEhaifp.ca
_f IndependentindFresfress
= arr 1

It's time for Wynne
and the Liberals

to go

Recently, Premier Kath-
leen Wynne was in Acton.
She visited MceEenzie-
Smith  Bennett Public
School and the Acton Hub.

The media wasn't noti-
fied until it was too late to
give the public notification
of her visit and they were
banned from observing ev-
eryvthing except story time
where she read to children.

I have guestions and
CONCETTIS.

Why are there secret
government meetings tak-
ing place in Acton? Where
i5 the transparency of our
provincial government?

Why didn’t the school or
the community hub make
the announcement?

Why was the press
banned? Is our premier so
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cowardly that she refuses
to hear voices of opposi-
tion?

It is wery concerning
that our provincial govern-
ment is being z0 secretive.
Surely our town and re-
gional government knew
she was coming?

Halton MPP, Indira MNai-
doo-Harris, joined Wynne,
yet no one said anything.

By now we should all he
aware of the corruption of
the Liberal party - now
thevy are having secret
meetings in our small
towns.,

In my opinion, no one
wins with Wynne. I honest-
ly hope she will be voted
out in 2018,

I alz=o hope that people
will think about our local
government, as they are al-
s0 keeping secrets,

I don't expect to get any
answers, as the Liberals
like to dance around direct
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questions and use deflec-
tion and distraction to es-
cape answering.

I write this letter today
because evervone neads to
give a lot of thought to our
up coming elections for all
levels of povernment.

Kerri Chaplin

Stop adding
to insurance costs

We all know that insur-
ance rates are incredibly
high, well perhaps we need
to stop complaining about
it and take accountability
for it.

Every day my drive to
work and home becomes
an obstacle course.

There isn't a day that
ooes by that I'm not almost
hit  because  someone
doesn't have the patience to
wait that minute or two for
the light to change. They
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race through the amber at
full zpeed, only be stopped
at the next red light or in
traffic.

What are signal lights,
vou ask?

Thev are that important
part on a car that lets some-
one know vou're changing
lanes rather than just cut-

over and not even pay at-
tention to the fact someone
iz already in that lane.

And let’s add distracted
driving where talking on
the phone is a normal oc-
CUrTEence.

We can't continue fo
complain about our insur-
ance rates being high il as
drivers you contribute fo
anv of the above,

Is racing that light
worth causing an acci-
dent?

Let's slow down and pay
attention to the road, let's
not add to those high rates,
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